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`A
 Solid V

ote for Im
peachm

ent' 
"O

n
e o

f th
ese d

ay
s th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

s 
are g

o
in

g
 to

 w
ak

e u
p

 an
d

 fin
d

 th
ey

'v
e 

g
o

t a b
u

llet to
 eat fo

r b
reak

fast." T
h

at 
co

m
m

en
t—

m
ad

e m
o

n
th

s ag
o

 b
y

 Jack
 

B
ro

o
k
s, a

 se
n
io

r D
e
m

o
c
ra

t o
n
 th

e
 

H
o

u
se

 Ju
d

ic
ia

ry
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
—

d
e
-

scrib
ed

 ex
actly

 w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 in

 th
e 

im
peachm

ent proceedings last w
eek. 

A
fter a stran

g
e lu

ll w
h

ich
 h

ad
 lasted

 
for w

eeks, the R
epublicans on the com

-
m

ittee su
d
d
en

ly
 fo

u
n
d
 th

em
selv

es fac-
in

g
 u

p
 to

 an
 ag

o
n

izin
g

 ch
o

ice. W
h

ile 
the outcom

e w
as uncertain as the w

eek 
en

d
ed

, it seem
ed

 q
u
ite clear th

at th
e 

P
resid

en
t w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e ab
le to

 lin
e u

p
 

a solid front of R
epublicans against im

-
peachm

ent. 

T
h
e lu

ll w
h
ich

 en
d
ed

 last w
eek

 w
as-

larg
ely

 th
e w

o
rk

 o
f th

e ch
ief co

u
n
sel 

fo
r th

e
 Ju

d
ic

ia
ry

 C
o

m
m

itte
e
, Jo

h
n

 
D

o
a
r. F

o
r th

e
 p

re
v

io
u

s m
o

n
th

 M
r. 

D
oar had been laying out the evidence. 
In

 k
eep

in
g
 w

ith th
e w

ish
es o

f co
m

-
m

ittee ch
airm

an
 P

eter R
o

d
in

o
, M

r. 
D

o
ar p

resen
ted

 th
e ev

id
en

ce in
 a co

l-
o
rless, to

n
eless, o

d
o
rless fash

io
n
. T

h
e 

a
im

 w
a
s to

 b
a
ffle

 a
d
m

in
istra

tio
n
 

ch
arg

es o
f p

artisan
 b

ias. M
r. D

o
ar d

id
 

the job so w
ell that m

ost of the com
m

it-
tee w

ere stupefied—
even anesthetized. 

F
o
r ex

am
p
le, th

o
u
g
h
 leak

s w
ere n

o
t 

b
ein

g
 su

p
p
ressed

 at th
e tim

e, n
o
t o

n
e 

co
m

m
ittee m

em
b
er w

as alert en
o
u
g
h
 

to
 re

p
o

rt to
 th

e
 p

re
ss th

e
 h

o
t ite

m
 

fro
m

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
's M

arch
 2

2
 m

eetin
g

 
w

h
ich

 w
as in

clu
d
ed

 in
 a co

m
m

ittee 
ta

p
e
 b

u
t e

x
c
lu

d
e
d

 fro
m

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se tran

scrip
t as irrelev

an
t. T

h
e h

o
t 

item
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 say

in
g
, "I 

w
an

t y
o
u
 all to

 sto
n
ew

all it, let th
em

  

p
lead

 th
e F

ifth
 A

m
en

d
m

en
t, co

v
er u

p
 

or anything else." 
W

ith
 th

e D
em

o
cratic lead

ersh
ip

 n
o

t 
p

ressin
g

 th
e im

p
each

m
en

t case, th
e 

P
re

sid
e
n

t a
n

d
 h

is a
id

e
s h

a
d

 a
 c

le
a
r 

sh
o

t at o
rg

an
izin

g
 a u

n
ited

 R
ep

u
b

lican
 

stan
d
 ag

ain
ist im

p
each

m
en

t. S
ev

eral 
tim

es th
ere seem

ed
 to

 b
e G

O
P

 ag
ree-

m
en

t o
n
 su

ch
 •p

ro
ced

u
ral m

atters as 
the calling of w

itnesses and the deplor-
ab

le n
atu

re o
f leak

s to
 th

e p
ress. 

B
ut in the background, day after day 

d
ev

elo
p

m
en

ts k
ep

t sh
ap

in
g

 attitu
d

es. 
F

o
r o

n
e th

in
g

 th
e P

resid
en

t refu
sed

 to
 

co
m

p
ly

 w
ith

 rep
eated

 co
m

m
ittee su

b
-

p
o

en
as fo

r tap
es o

f h
is W

h
ite H

o
u

se 
conversations. 

F
o

r an
o

th
er th

in
g

, M
r. N

ix
o

n
's clo

s-
est associates w

ent dow
n in guilty ver-

dicts, guilty pleas or evasive testim
ony. 

T
h
e cu

m
u
lativ

e effect o
f th

ese ev
en

ts 
w

as to cast severe doubt on M
r. N

ixon 
h
im

self. R
o
b
ert M

cC
lo

ry
 o

f Illin
o
is, 

w
h
o
 in

 th
e illn

ess o
f E

d
w

ard
 H

u
tch

in
-

so
n

 o
f M

ich
ig

an
 h

as b
een

 th
e lead

in
g

 
R

ep
u
b
lican

 o
n
 th

e co
m

m
ittee, p

u
t it 

th
u
s: "T

h
e w

ay
 th

is W
h
ite H

o
u
se w

as 
ru

n
 w

as v
ery

 d
istu

rb
in

g
." 

E
ffo

rts b
y
 th

e P
resid

en
t's co

u
n
sel, 

Jam
es S

t. C
lair, to

 m
eet th

ese su
b
stan

-
tiv

e d
o
u
b
ts o

n
ly

 m
ad

e m
atters w

o
rse. 

O
n
e o

f th
e w

itn
esses su

m
m

o
n
ed

 b
y
 

M
r. S

t. C
lair—

th
e P

resid
en

t's fo
rm

er 
chief of staff H

. R
. H

aldem
an—

did not 
tak

e th
e stan

d
 b

ecau
se h

e in
d

icated
 in

 
a
d
v
a
n
c
e
 h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 u
se

 th
e
 F

ifth
 

A
m

en
d
m

en
t p

ro
tectio

n
 ag

ain
st testi-

m
ony that m

ight be self-incrim
inating. 

In
 h

is fin
al su

m
m

in
g

 u
p

 last F
rid

ay
, 

m
o

reo
v

er, M
r. S

t. C
lair o

n
ly

 u
n

d
er-

lin
ed

 th
e P

resid
en

t's refu
sal to

 co
m

p
ly

 
w

ith
 co

m
m

ittee su
b

p
o

en
as. T

o
 th

e an
-

noyance of both R
epublicans and D

em
-

o
c
ra

ts, M
r. S

t. C
la

ir u
se

d
 m

a
te

ria
l 

fro
m

 a p
o

rtio
n

 o
f th

e M
arch

 2
2

 tap
e 

w
h
ich

 th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 p
rev

io
u
sly

 
w

ith
h

eld
 as irrelev

an
t. ' 

A
s th

e clo
sed

-d
o
o
r arg

u
m

en
ts d

rew
 

to
 an

 en
d
 w

ith
 th

e p
resen

tatio
n
 o

f a 
ch

arg
e b

y
 M

r. D
o

ar, in
ten

se lo
b

b
y

in
g

 
g

o
t u

n
d

er w
ay

 fo
r a v

o
te n

ex
t w

eek
. 

T
h
e
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
 e

ffo
rt w

a
s le

d
 b

y
 

C
harles W

iggins, representing M
r. N

ix-
o

n
's o

ld
 h

o
m

e b
ase o

f W
h

ittier, C
alif. 

In
 an

 o
b

v
io

u
s m

o
v

e to
 stam

p
ed

e th
e 

R
epublicans, M

r. W
iggins indicated he  

th
o

u
g

h
t th

ere w
o

u
ld

 b
e a u

n
an

im
o

u
s 

stan
d
 ag

ain
st im

p
each

m
en

t b
y
 th

e m
i-

nority on the com
m

ittee. 
T

h
a
t a

c
tio

n
 b

a
c
k
fire

d
. S

e
v
e
n
 o

r 
eight R

epublicans, led by M
r. M

cC
lory, 

m
ade it plain they w

ere undecided and 
w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t cast au

to
m

atic p
arty

-lin
e 

v
o

tes. M
r. M

cC
lo

ry
 h

im
self o

p
en

ed
 u

p
 

a ratio
n
ale fo

r d
efectio

n
. H

e said
 th

e 
easy thing w

ould be for R
epublicans to 

play follow
-the-leader. T

hen he added: 
"B

u
t I th

in
k
 y

o
u
're g

o
in

g
 to

 see so
m

e 
courage." 

T
hat is m

y im
pression, too. B

asically 
th

e sam
e fo

rces w
h

ich
 h

av
e b

een
 d

riv
-

in
g

 relen
tlessly

 to
w

ard
 im

p
each

m
en

t 
fo

r m
o
n
th

s are n
o
w

 o
p
eratin

g
 o

n
 th

e 
Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee. T

h
ere h

as •b
een

 
w

ro
n

g
d

o
in

g
 o

n
 a co

lo
ssal scale. N

o
-

b
o

d
y

 can
 d

en
y

 it. W
h

en
 it co

m
es to

 a 
co

n
crete d

ecisio
n
 o

n
 a sp

ecific set o
f 

ch
arg

es it is p
ro

v
in

g
 as h

ard
 fo

r th
e 

Ju
d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee as it h

as p
ro

v
ed

 
fo

r ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 else fro
m

 th
e g

ran
d

 ju
ry

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e p

ress an
d

 v
ario

u
s S

en
ate 

co
m

m
ittees an

d
 p

etit ju
ries to

 clear 
th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 h

is m
en

. 
A

t th
e m

o
m

en
t th

e b
ig

g
est q

u
estio

n
 

m
ark is the S

uprem
e C

ourt. A
 decision 

early
 th

is w
eek

 m
ig

h
t g

iv
e th

e R
ep

u
b
-

licans a procedural issue around w
hich 

th
ey

 can
 b

u
ild

 a u
n

an
im

o
u

s stan
d

. B
u

t 
failin

g
 th

at, m
y

 g
u

ess is th
at th

e Ju
d

i-
ciary

 C
o

m
m

ittee, b
y

 th
e en

d
 o

f th
e 

w
e
e
k
 w

ill c
a
st a

 so
lid

 v
o
te

 fo
r im

-
p

each
m

en
t w

ith
 en

o
u

g
h

 R
ep

u
b

lican
s) 

d
esertin

g
 th

e P
resid

en
t o

n
 a stro

n
g
 

e
n

o
u

g
h

 c
h

a
rg

e
 to

 c
a
rry

 th
e
 c

a
se

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 H

o
u
se

 a
n
d
 o

n
 to

 th
e
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"T
h

e a
im

 w
a

s to
 b

a
ffle a

d
m

in
istra

tio
n

 

charges of partisan bias. M
r. D

oar did the 

job so w
ell that m

ost of the com
m

ittee w
ere 

stupefied—
even anesthetized." 


