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.Committee dirmibts 
transcript dating in Examer News services 

WASHINGTON — A White 
House tape transcript sub-
mitted to the House im-
peachment inquiry as an 
11th-hour defense  move 
shows President Nixon dis-
cussing a s accomplished 
fact a prison sentence that 
was not imposed until a day 
later. 

In apparent reference to 
convicted Watergate bur -
glary figure G. Gordon Lid-
dy, Nixon is quoted as say-
ing on March 22, 1973: 
"That, uh, judge gave him 
35 years." 

However, n o. Watergate 
sentences were levied until 
the next day, March 23, 
when U.S. District Judge 
John Sirica sentenced Liddy 
to a, prison term of from 6 
years, 8 months to 20 years 
and a $40,000 fine. 

Also on March 23, E. How- 
ard, Hunt drew, a provisional 
35-Year term, later reduced 
when he Cooperated, with 
Watergate investigators. 

A t the Western "White 
House yesterday, Preis Sec-
retary Ronald Ziegler said 
the . President apparently 
had been confused by news 
reports that Liddy could be 
sentenced to 35 to 45 years 
and was unaware that the 
sentencing had not yet oc-
curred. 

"I can state categOrically 
that this is the tape of March i 
22, 1973," Ziegler said, in-
sisting the transcript had 
not been tampered with. 

But several members of 
the committee c al le d the 
discrepancy the latest epi-
sode in a pattern of decep-
tion by the White House dur-
ing the committee's 10-week 
impeachment investigation. 

On ThurSday, the Presi-
dent's chief impeachment 
lawyer, James D. St. Clair,  

tween ixon and his men- 
chief 	'staff, H. R. Halde- 
man. 

The excerpt was intended 
to buttress St. Clair's argu-
ment that the President had 
not approved payment of 
hush money to Hunt on 
March 21 but instead had 
authorized funds to Water-
gate defendants for coinpas- 1 
sion ate reasons. 

T h e reported exchange 
took place during a one-
h o u r, 24-minute meeting. 
Th e Judiciary Committee 
has subpoenaed a tape 
recording of the full session 
but has been rebuffed, by 
White House officials. 

The transcript begins:  ith 
this exchange: 

Haldeman: Well — what's 
the (inaudible) — still the 
Cubans seem to be the least 
matter of concern — they're 
fanatics — and they don't 
,seem to be too concerned 
about their (inaudible) and 
their needs are fairly mini-
mal. And Dean confirms 
that Liddy — Liddy is enjoy- 
ing — Liddy's in 	he 
didn't stay out. He justsaid 
I want to start serving my 
term. And he's at Danbury 
and thoroughly enjoying it. 
It's a little strange. 

President: That, uh, judge 
gave him 35 years. 

Haldeman: As long as he 
thinks we are going to be of 
some help to him some day 
then he thinks (inaudible) 
has five kids. And all hels 
concerned about is that 
there is enough income to 

• take care of his kids and 
that's being taken care of 
right 'now by his father. 

Obviously shocked,' when 
he learned of the disCrepan-
cy, committee chairman Pe-
ter W. Rodino, D-N.J., said 
St. Clair had, assured him 
that he tratiseyinkr,carne 
from the March 22, Ape. 
T h 4- committee's chief 

B u t some committee 
members reacted m or e 

'strongly. "It was a good 
way to end the hearings," 
Rep. Jerome R. 4)Saldie,' 

D-Calif., said, of the tran-
script. "We started with de-
ception, withicoverain, with 
alterations, with lies — so on 
th last day of evidentiary 
pr eatation, to end it the 
sa Oway." 

Rep. George E. Danielson, 
D-Calif., said, "This is just a 
pattern o f concealment 
that's been going on from 
the beginning." 

Edward ' Hutchinson o f 

Michigan, the committee's 
ranking Republican, s u g- 

,-,gested the Whitehouse may 
have repeivied advance no-
tice of the sent encing. 
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But another Republican, 
Hamilton Fish Jr., of New 
York, said: "If it was will- 
fill 	it 177MC 	.,AS,-., r.",•;•,1.1 r• 


