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ixon 'moved the buttons' 
SFExaminer 

Tape testimony--:N 
Newhouse News Service 

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Nixon manipulated the 
buttons of a tape recorder 
while his personal secretary 
was transcribing a conver-
sation which later turned up 
with an 181/2 minute gap of 
silence, according to evi-
dence released yesterday by 
the wise Judiciarx...Com-
mitte 

The disclosure came from 
Rose. Mary WookiwthePres-
ident's longtimprieeeretary, 
in her testimotirtefore a 
Watergate Grand Jury last 
Nov. 26. 

Miss Woods said she spent 
29 hours the weekend of 
Sept. 29-30, 1973, at Camp 
David, attempting to tran-
scribe a June 20, 1973, con-
versation among. pe Presi-
dent and former—Chief of 
staff H. R. Haldeman' and 
former domestic adviser 
John Ehrlichmlieh. 

Nirir 
it was this tape oh which 

the highly controversial gap 
later was discovered.v1M4  

Miss Woods had testified 
on tWo occasions that she 
felt she had erased a small 
section inadvertently while 
answering her, phone and 
pressing the wrotbrutton of 
h e r tape reco 	while 
keeping her foot on the ped- 
al. She could not account 
for the •entirety lift-minute 
gap. 

But, evidence released by 
t h e judiciary committee 
raises new questions on the 
tape gap. 

Here i s part of Miss 
Woods' testimony be rose the 
Grand Jury, pregis over 
by Federal J 	i ki J. 
Sirica, hereto 	se- 
cret: 

Q—During 	e you 
were at Camp David did you 
have any discussions with 
anybody concerning either 
the — let's start with the ac-
countability of the tapes? 

A — Yes. The President. 

Q — What did you tell 
him? 

. A — He came over and hs- 
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sad, "I am sorry this is 
such a terrible job." 

Q--which one did he  lis- 
ten to? 

A 	The one that I worked 
on up there. 

Q — When you said them, 
you meant the one you 
worked on? 

A 	That is right. Well, 
them • —I meant by them the 
three of them and part of 
the time all three were talk-
ing at once; not three tapes, 
three people . 

Q — Now the portion that 
the President listened to at 
Camp David you said if-
volved three voices? 

'A — That is right, and as I 
mentioned, I started with 
the Ehrlichman tape to type 
but the President moved the 
buttons back and forth to 
hear parts of the tape . 

Q — Did he listen through 
earphones? 

• — I think he held one 
earphone up. That is my 
recollection . 	. 

Q — Did he listen to the 
June 20th tape at any time 
other than on the 29th of 
September at eamp David? 

A —No. 

Q:-Do you know that for a 
fact? 

A — He didn't listen to it 
in front of me. I don't know 
that for a fact. 	.. .no 

Q. — You say he listened to 
several portions of it. What 
did he do, listen and push it 
forward? 

A — Yes. 

Q - Can you descrte 
what he did? 

A — He held those big ear-
phones that go to the other 
machine and listened to just 
two or three. parts, and just 
skipped around. 

Miss Woods testified that 
in her presence at her cabin 
at Camp David, Nixon lis- 

She told the Grand Jury 
that upon her return to the 
White House on Oct. 1 —.aft-
er the weekend at Camp 
David — she resumed work 
nn thp tane discovered a 


