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. A White House transcript
of a purported March 22,
1973, Presidential conversa-
tion referred to by White
House lawyer James D. St.
-giair before the House Tudi-

c¢iary Committee Thursday .

showed President Nixon
commenting on an event
that, did not occur until
Marclrr 23.

" Although it is not clear in
the transcript presented by
St. Clair to the Judiciary

Committee whether  Mr.
Nixon 'is talking . about
Watergate conspirator I

Howard Hunt Jr. or G.
Gordon Liddy. Mr. Nixon
said: “That, uh, judge gave
him 35 years.”

However, no defendants
in the original Watergate
case were sentenced oy
Chief U.S. District Judge
J6hn J. Sirica until Marcn
23, 1973, one day after tie
date of transcript that St.
Clair read to the Commit-
tee. :

Hunt was glven a plOvl
sional sentenee .of 35 years
in prrs_on ‘by Sirica on'March
23. Liddy, who is the oniy
person discussed in the
March' 22 transcript immed;
ately before President
Nixon made his remark
about the 35-year sentence,
received a prison term of six
years and eight monuhs
from Sirica on March 23.

On March 23, Sirica made
public a letter written to
him by Watergate conspu'a-
tor James W. McCord Jr.,

which MecCord charged that
perjury had been committed
at the Watergate trial the
preceding January and that
ﬁﬁﬁher officials of the Nixon
Re-election Comng,lttee were
involved in the &Watelgate

. break-in.  MeCord’s$ letter
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signaled the hegihy ing of
the end 4of the \ateroate
cover-up. :
The White House yvester-
day declined to comment on
the apparent discrepancy

“The transcript speaks for | &
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just said I want to’ st’art
serving my ‘term. And he’s
at Danbury and thoroughly
enjoying it. It’'s a little
strange.

President: That uh judge
gave him 35 years.

Haldeman: As long as he
thinks they are going to be
of some help to him some
he thinks
(malidlble) has five kids.
And " all he is concerned
about is that there is
enough income to take care
of his kids and that’s being
taken care of right now by
his father.

President: Damn it. When
people are in jail there is

every ‘right for people to .

raise money for them.
(inaudible) and that’s all
.there is to it. I don’t think
we ought fo (inaudible) —
there’s got to be fund — I'm
not being — I don’t mean to
be blackmailed by Hunt —
that -goes too far, but for
taking care of these pecpic
that are in jail — My God,
they did this for — we are’
of compassion .

When Sirica sentenced
the Watergate defendants
on March 23, he gave Hunt a

provisional sentence of 35

years in jail, the maximum
under the law for the crimes
to which Hunt already had
pleaded guilty. Sirica laier
reduced Hunt's senfence io
30 ‘months to eight years
1ied him $10,000, after
cooperated with sev-

tions:

Liddy, who has five chiid-
ren, also could have re-
ceived a maximum of o3
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years in prison and a $40,000

- finey*but Sirica gave. ledy a

final sentence of six years
" and eight months to 2
years in jail and fined hli'n
$40,000. .
The White House tran-
scripts of President Nixon
conversatlon with  Whil
House' counsel John W.:
Dean " III on Wednesd%
March 21, 1973 showed ty»at :

‘the convesations that ﬁy

turned at several points to
speculation about the sen-
tencing of the Watergate de-
fendants, with President
Nixon being told the sen-
tencing would occur on ‘Fri-
day and that Sirica scould
give maximum sentences of
50 years. No 35-year refer-
ence was made in the March
21 transcript.

“You see, the point is, the
reason that time is of the es-
sence, we can’t play around
with, this, is that they’re go-
ing to sentence on Friday,”
Mr. Nixon said. “We're go-
ing to have to move the God
damned thing pretty fast.
See what I mean?”

Later in the day, in an-
other conversation- with
Dean, Haldeman and presi-
dential = domestic adviser
John D. Ehrlichman, Dean®
again reminded Mr. Nixon
that sentencing would occur
on Friday . Dean told Mr.
Nixon that Sirica could give
the Watergate defendants
“provisional sentences” that
could be “horrendous.”

Discussing the maximum
sentences the defendants
could receive, Mr. Nixon
asked@e&h if the maximtm
was not. 30 years imprison-
ment. Dean told Mr. Nixon
that the maxunum was
“about 50 years.”




