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What Nixon Said 
About Rehnquist 

gChronicle 

Washington 

Three months before Pres-
e,nt Nixon appointed 
am H. Rehnquist to the Su, 

,,,IluAreme Court, Mr. Nixon re-
triferred to "that group of 
,...,C"lowns we had around there. 

kenchburg and that group." 
"What's his name?" Mr. 

n,<<15'' Nixon asked John D. Ehr-
,.7 Aichinan, his top domestic 
;,1',Aa7f ,-zaffairs adviser. 

""1 "Renchquist," Ehrlic 
I iiian replied. 

"Yeah, Rehnquist," Mr. 
six on said, finally getting it 
right. 
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At the time, Rehnquist 
was legal counsel in the Jus-
tice Department. 

T h e conversation took 
place among Mr. Nixon, 
Ehrlichman and Egil Krogh 
Jr. on July 24, 1971. They 
spoke of the use of lie detec-
tor tests. to determine which 
officials may have leaked 
reports on the Strategic 
Arms Limitation Talks. 

The transcript of the con-
versation was included in 
the latest documents of im-
peachment evidence r e-
leased by the House Judici-
ary Committee. 

"Nobody follows up a God 
damn thing," Mr. Nixon 
said. "We've got to follow up 
on this thing; however, we, 
uh, we had that meeting. 
You remember that meeting 
we had when I told that 
group of clowns we had 
around here. Renchburg and 
that group." 

Less than three months 
later, Mr. Nixon appointed 
Rehnquist to the high court 
with t h e comment that 
Rehnquist "has been out-
standing in every intellec-
tual endeavor he has under-
taken . . . He rates at the 

JUSTICE REHNQUIST 
'What's his name?' 

very top as a constitutional 
lawyer and as a legal schol-
ar." 

United Press 
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