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GOP ImpeachVote 
'Might Be Suicidal' 

Vashington 

The second-ranking R e-
Oilcan on the Hou se Judi-
lary Committee said yes-
erday that it might be "sui-
idal." for members of Pres-
sent Nixon's party to vote 
or a recommendation that 
he President be impeached. 

But, Representative Rob-
rt McClory of Illinois de-
iared, he would ignore the 
erils to his own political fu-
ire if he decided that Mr. 
cixon should be hed ac-
mmtable for "wrongdoing 
string place right under the 
q.esident's nose." 

McCiory's remarks, in an 
straordinary conversation  
'ith reporters, illustrated 
Me growing pressures'  eing 
teed by Republican mem-
ers of the committee as 
hey approach the panel's 
Pay of reckoning with ini-
x!iadlunent. 

The proximity of that con-
tusive vote has, apparently 
td. to intense political pres-
hre on these Republican 
members of the committee 
rho, like McClory, contend 
sat they are  undecided 
tether impeachment would 
e warrented by the evi-
ience. 

One Republican, who 
esked not to be identified, 
aid that colleagues on the 
committee who had decided 
0 oppose impeachment 
vere trying to put pressure 
n the undecided members 
cr join in a solid Republican 
be. 

Other Republicans, such 
representative To1n 

tailsback of Illinois', have 
eported that t h e anti-
mpeachment mail they re-
eive has become more vo- 
aminous 	than 	p r o- 
mpeachment mail. 

An upstate New York Re-
Publican, who is not a mem-
per of the Judiciary Corn-
nittee but whose experience 
ypifies what those on the 
panel are undergoing, re-
ported that two long-time 
!arepaign contributor's — a 
tepublican who opposes im-
eachment and a Democrat 
7ho favors it —had warned 

separately that their future 
financial backing would be 
contingent on the congres 

.mn an's impeachment vote. 

Caldwell Butler (Rep.-Va.) 
said yesterday that he had 
not been subjected to undue 
pressure from constituents, 
but Butler's wife, June, has 
sought to influence his vote 

reportedly in favor of im-
peachment — by reading to 
the congressman at bedtime 
from "All the President's 
Men," the book in which two 
Washington Post reporters 
described their efforts to 
plumb t h e Watergate 
depths. 

The significance of the 
half-dozen or so undecided 
committee Republicans is 
that Democrats, virtually all 
of whom are expected to 
recommend impeachment, 
have said that _bipartisan 
support would be essential if 
the committee finding is to 
be persuasive on the House 
floor. 

In a statement that some 
inquiry officials interpreted 
as a form of subtle pressure 
on the undecideds, Repre-
sentative Charles E. Wig-
gins of California said Tues-
day that he expects all 16 of 
his Republican committee 
colleagues to join him in vot-
ing against impeachment. 

But Railsback said that he 
and "at least" three others 

Williain S. Cohen. of 
Maine, Butler and Hamilton 
Fish Jr. — would remain un-
decided until they had heard 
White House and committee 
lawyers argue the merits of 
the case. Cohen stated that 
Wiggins was not speaking 

f o r him. Representative 
Henry P. Smith III of New 
York insisted he was "per-
suadable" either way. 

And McClory;  whose pub-
lic statements have alterrat-
ed from defense to criticism 
of Mr. Nixon, agonized aloud 
during a recess in yester-
day's hearing about the bur-
den of the forthcoming com-
mittee decision. 

"It would be a very diffi-
cult decision for me" to vote 
for impeachment, he said, 
adding, "but I'm not going 
to rule it out because of the 
'difficulty or because of the 
s uicidalaspects inyolved." 

He said that he was trou-
bled by two aspects of the 
Watergate affair. The first, 
McClory noted, w a s the 
president's resistance of ju-
diciary committee' subpoe-
nas for White House tape re-
cordings and other evidence. 

"I don't see how we can 
excuse that kind of conceal-
ment of vital epidence," he 
said. 

Moreover, he added, he is 
concerned that "so many of 
those Who were in the White 
House are now in jail or 
have completed their terms 
or are awaiting sentencing." 

"There w a s obviously 
wrongdoing taking place 
right under the president's 
nose and I'm very con-
cerned," said McClory. "Is 

thhat any way to run a White 
House?" 

Asked whether those two 
matters would merit im-
peachment; he replied rue-
fully, "That's something I'm 
going to have to decide." 


