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WASHINGTON, July 15 —
Charles W. Colson reportedly
told the House Judiciary Com-
mittee today that President
Nixon called him as late as
last March 4 in search of in-
formation about the payment
of $75,000 to one of the Water-
gate burglars,

Mr. Colson had been indicted
three days earlier for conspir-
acy in the Watergate cover-up
case.

He also reportedly testified
today that he was told last
year that President Nixon had
approved “the operation” by
the “plumbers’” unit that led

'to the burglary of the office|

of Dr. Daniel Ellsberg’s former
|psychiatrist. ;
Today was the. first time that
Mr. Colson, who was President
INixon’s special counsel and a
key political operative had tes-
tified under oath about the
broad range of allegations that
the House Judiciary Committee
is considering in its impeach-
ment. inquiry. i
The committee’s interroga-
tion lasted late into the night.
Mr. Colson reportedly said
that he.had not. The President
then said, Mr. Colson was re-
‘ported to have testified, that
‘he thought that Mr. Bittman

'might have escaped indictment |
‘because he had set March 21|

as the payoff date.
March 21 a Key Date

" Mr. Bittman was listed as an
unindicted co-conspirator in the
cover-up case, B

.. The Presidént ‘has based his
deféense “against impeachment
on the proposition that he did
not authorize or sanction the
payment to Mr. Hunt and that
the money was not intended
to buy Mr. Hunt's silence.’

The President had long dis-
cussions with top aides on
March 21 about Mr, Hunt'’s de-
mands for money. If it could
be shown that the payment
took place before then, it
‘would presumably mean that it
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had not resulted from his

orders.

TESTIMONY
CALLREPORTED

© ist’s- office had come out in

Much of Mr. Colson’s testi-
mony about Mr. Nixon's role in
the burglary of the psychia-

che trial that ended last week
n the conviction of John D.
cZhrlichman and three others.
Nonetheless, several " com-
mittee members said that Mr.
Colson’s sworn statements in
this area had been seriously
damaging to Mr. Nixon’s cause.

Mr. Colson reportedly saigl
that in the spring of 1973 Mr.
Ehrlichman, who was the Presi-
dent’s chief adviser on domestic
policy, told himthat the Presi-
dent had approved “the opera-
tion” to gain access to deroga-
tory information about Dr. Ells-
berg.

Asked by reporters as the
committee recessed for dinner
what he had mednt by “the
operation,” Mr, Colson replied: 1

“T just used the precise words
[Mr. Ehrlichman] Used.”

Mr. Colson responded, “It

inow serving a prison term of

‘one to three years.

Mr. Colson told the court be-
fore his sentencing that the
President had urged him to dis-
tribute the derogatory informa-

Committee members who
are generally - critical of the
President asserted  today that

Mr. Nixon might have com-]

same crime for
Colson went -to

mitted the
which = Mr.
prison,
Loyalty t0 Nixon
Mr. Colson was said to have
proclaimed his continued loy-
alty to Mr. Nixon. He ap-
peared for the hearing in a
blue pinstripe suit and a tie
clasp bearing the Presidential
seal.
He reportedly told the com-

mittee that, during the tum-

ultuous period last year when

the White House was being
bombarded with
about the Ellsberg case, Mr.
President repeatedly counseled
his aides to read his book,
“Six Crises.”

allegations

Mr. Colson said that he had

done 'so 14 times.

In addition to testifying

about the Watergate case, the
Colson

was questioned at
ength about the Watergate

burglary, the campaign contri-
butions -from milk producers
and the Administration’s re-

doesnit necessarily mean burg-|lationship with the Interna-

lary

Representative Holtzman,
Democrat of Brooklyn, said
that there was no question in
her mind- that Mr, Ehrlichman
had been speaking of a burg-
lary because, at the time, he
was giving Mr. Colson “reasons
for not talking to the prose-
cutors.”

Conviction of Ehrlichman

Committee members noted
that -Mr! Ehrlichman was con-
victed last week of violating
the civil rights of the psychi-
atrist, 'Dr. Lewis H. Fielding,

iWatergate burglary here. and

even though the ‘evidence
showed -that Mr. Ehrlichman|;
had authorized a ‘“covert oper-
ation” and not specifically a
burglary. '

President Nixon, in a sworn
statement provided at the Ehr-
lichman  trial, acknowledged

¢

tional Telephone and Telegraph
Corporation.

Mr. Colson has said publicly

that he warned the President
in early 1973 that the facts of
the Watergate burglary at the
Democratic
were being covered up by the
President’s top aides.

national  offices

Warning Held Discounted
But Mr. Colson has said that

he believes that the President
discounted his
stemming from the rivalry be-
tween Mr., Colson and John N.
Mitchell, the former Attorney
General and campaign director.

warning  as

The committee was also try-

ing to find out from Mr. Col-
son whether he was exaggerat-

ng when he wrote in a March,

1972, memorandum that there
were documents that would

‘directly involve the Presi-

dent” in illicit dealings with
LT.T.

On the milk producers’ con-

tribution, the committee was

that he had set up a special interested in Mr. Colson’s per-

unit—known as the plumbers—
in the White House in 1971 to
investigate unauthorized leaks
of information to the press. g
| Mr. Nixon said ‘that he had|
linstructed this unit to ferret
out information about Dr. Ells-
berg, whom he considered a
serious risk to the national
security. Dr. Ellsberg has said
that he gave the Pentagon pa-
pers, a secret Government ac-|
|count of United States involve-
iment in Vietnam, to the press.
Mr. Colson, who was indicted
]for conspiracy in both the 19721

|the 1971 Fielding break-in in
California, pleaded guilty last
imonth to obstructing justice by

ception of whether the Presi-
dent ordered an
milk price supports because of

increase in

pledge of campaign funds

from the dairy cooperatives.

Speaking of Mr. Colson’s tes-

timony about the President’s
relationship with the Fielding
burglary,
Edwards,
crat, said that “this is stronger
[indication] of Presidential in-
volvement than it’s ever been
before.” :

Representative Don
a California Demo-

‘Definitel'y Damaging’
Representative Hamilton Fish

Jr., Republican of upstate New
York, called the testimony ““def-
initely damaging.”

Mr. Edwards is considered a

\distributing damaging informa-|sure vote for impeachment, and

{tion about Dr. Ellsberg. He is Mr. Fish has increasingly ap-|

peared to be leaning that way.
But one of the President’s
most vocal suppotrers, Repre-
sentative Charles E.. Wiggins,
Republican of California, said
that any allegation that the
President has directly .ordered
the burglary was “a flat false-
hood in the record.” -
The mere approval of the
plumbers unit to plug news
leaks--and the President’s in-
terest in turning up all avail-
able information on Dr. Ellsberg
were not proof that the Presi-

‘|dent had- ordered the burglary

of the psychiatrist’s office, Mr.
Wiggins asserted. :
On another matter, Mr. Col-
son reportedly testified that
President Nixon had helped him
to conduct a false public ex-
planation of why the Federal
Bureau of Investigation was
gathering background informa-
tion on Daniel Schorr, a:corre-
spondent for the Columbia
Broadcasting System.
After the disclosure in 1971
that the F.BI. was investigat-
ing Mr. Schorr, the White
House announced that it had
initiated the investigation be-
cause Mr. Schorr was being
considered for a position in the
Administration. g
Subsequent sworn testimony
showed that the real purpose
of the investigation was to try
to find information that could
discredit Mr. Schorr; who had
broadcast” reports unfavorable
to Admiinstration policy.
‘The Best Way’

Mr. Colson was said to_have
testified this morning that he
and the President had decided
that “the best way to - work
ourselves out of a situation'that
could have been embarrassing”
was to put out the story about
Mr. Schorr’s being considered
for job in the Government.’

Mr. Colson reportedly said
that he then gave that account
to Ronald L. Ziegler, Mr. -Nix-
on’s press secretary, with the
concurrence of the President.

Asked about the importance
of the phony account to the im-
peachment inquiry, Representa-
tive Robert F. Drinan, Demo-
crat of Massachusetts, respond-
ed, “Ine more lie. How ‘many
do. we have?” S
The committee is scheduled
to take testimony tomorrow
from its final witness, Herbert
W. Kalmbach, who was Mr.
Nixon’s personal California
lawyer and a major campaign
fund raiser. - i i

. St. Clair Rebuttal Set ;

- On Wednesday, the panel is
planning to hear a rebuttal
statement from Mr. Nixon’s
defense attorney, James Di St.
Clair. For the rest of the week,
the members will attend private
briefings to prepare for a week-
long debate on proposed ar-
ticles of impeachment next
week. ‘
- Mr. Rodino said again today
that he expected a final com-
mittee vote .on impeachment by
July 26. ;

The Democrats have formed
a four-man study group, headed
by Mr. Rodino, to draft pro-
posed articles of impeachment.
The other members are Mr.
Edwards; John Conyers Jr. of
Michigan and Paul S. Sarbanes
of Maryland.
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