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FORD SAYS NIXON
HAS BEE@L@ARED

Asserts That All Evidence
‘Exonerates the President’

By MARJORIE HUNTER

SANTA FE, N. M,, July 12—
Vice President Ford said today
that “new evidence as well as
the old . evidence” exonerated |
President Nixon of any im-!
peachable offense, !

The Vice President’s con-|
tinued defense of the President
Came at an impromptu news
conference earlier today in Al-
burquerque before he came
here to address the 13th annual
Conference of Lieutenant Gov-
ernors.

Asked today if the new evi-
dence raised any doubts in
mind about the President’s in-
nocence in the Watergate af-
fair, Mr. Ford replied:

“I think the evidence as a
whole, the new evidence as
well as the old evidence, clearly,
exonerates the Preisdent of any
involvement in the break-in, of|
any involvement ‘in the I.T.T.I
and milk fund or impeachable!
offense, and I think the per-
ponderance of the evidence, al
of it, is in favor of the Presi-
dent and exonerates him from
any impeachable offense.”

The Vice President has been
critical, from time to time, of
the tenor of Mr. Nixon’s taped
conversations  with  White
House aides and critical of the
President’s delays in making
evidence available, However,
Mr. Ford has maintained from
the beginning that he belives
that Mr. Nixon wasynot guilty
of any impeachable offense.

Yesterday, the House Judi-
ciary Committee released
eight volumes of evidence it
has accumulated during its im-
peachment inquiry,

Mr. Ford plans to meet with
the President tomorrow morn-
ing at San Clemente. The sub-
ject of their meeting has not
been disclosed. -

The Vice President flew to
New Mexico this morning for
a 20-hour day of political and
official functions. He was greet-
ed at Kirtland Air Force Base
in Albuquerque by a large
placard reading ‘“Ford In ‘74.”

In his speech to the lieuten-
lant governors, Mr. Ford called
for Congressional action on the
Administration’s revnue-shar-
ing proposals. .

“No . country as diverse as|
{the United States can be ef-
ifectively governed with a rig-|.
id sameness of catergorical
standards imposed from Wash-|
ington,” he said,

The Vice President rule_:d out):
any tax increase or cut_in the
coming year but he said that
the Nixon Administration had
plans to try to cope with in-
flation and he inspected the
President to announce them ]
!within the next week to 10
days. X




