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- NEW GAP IS FOUND

* WASHINGTON, July 11 (AP)
" —An assistant special Water-
gate prosecutor, Richard Ben
. Veniste, said today that another
gap had been discovered in
White House recordings of
« Presidential conversations.
'~ In a hearing before United
 States District Judge John J.
Sirica, Mr. Ben-Veniste men.
 tioned the gap in asking the
court for an order directing
" the White House to begin in-
dexing and to take precautions
with various White House tapes
relating to the Watergate case.
“We have learned that one
; of the tapes contains almost a
i 19-minute  gap,” Mr. Ben.
i Veniste gaid.

- He also said the special pros-
ecutor’s office had learned of
another tape being torn and|
i mangled by White House secre-
| taries during transcription, .

Mr. Ben-Veniste made no
further mention of the dam-
jaged tapes and would not
I elaborate after the court ses-
| sion. However, he said the tape
y With the 19-minute gap was
i not one of those being sub-
i poenaed by the prosecutor’s
¢ office for use in the Watergate
‘L case.
¢ . Data for Supreme Court
¢ Judge Sirica did not issue the
jorder Mr. Ben-Veniste re-
; quested, but he did- order the
. record of today’s hearing over

: a tape dispute forwarded to the
i Supreme Court; which is study-
! ing the question of whether the
! President has to release tapes
gand other Watergate evidence.
¢ The record was sent to the
| Supreme Court at the request
} of another assistaht special
i prescutor, James Neal, who re-
i Jected a White House offer to
+¥erify portions of 20 of the 64
‘tapes the prosecutor’s office
! has subpoenaed.

i~ Mr. Neal complainea that the
- White House offer would allow |
Judge Sirica access only to por-
tions of the tapes identical to
transcripts already released by
President Nixon, Judge Sirica’
could not hear all of the tapes,
and the tapes themselves could
not be used as courtroom evi-
dence, according 'to the offer.
“The offer is illusory,” Mr.
Neal said. “It means nothing.”
John J. Chester, a White
House lawyer, objected to the
record being sent to the Su-
preme Court. He said the issue
had adequately ben argued be-
fore the high court last Monday.

Nixon-Ehrlichman Tack
The tape with a gap men-
: tioned by Mr, Ben-Veniste was
of a March 20, 1973, conversa-
tion between Mr. Nixon and
John D. Ehrlichman, former

Presidential. domestic aide.
' Mr. Ehrlichman’s log shows
hevmet or spoke with the. Presi-
" dent twice om March 20, once
at 11:30 AM. and again at 4
.PM. with George Bush, then
the Republican national chair-
man.
wlhe afternoon meeting be-

‘fween Mr. Nixon and Mr. Ehr-.

dichman and Mr. Bush followed
by 30 minutes a meeting Mr.
Ehrlichman had with John W.
‘Dean 3d, then White House
icounsel. : E
# Mr. Dean told the President
by teelphone that eevning that
‘he wanted to meet Mr. Nixon
land go over the full Watergate’s
story. They met the next morn-
.ng, and Mr. Dean described the
wetails of the cover-up, saying
‘there was a “cancer growing on
e Presidency.”

+was found in a June 20, 1972,
‘taped conversation between Mr,
Nixon and H. R. Haldeman,
former Presidential chief of

|

Previously, an 18-minute gap




