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A Rough Week for President Nixon

By Rudy Abrafiis%n .

Los Angeles Times
Washington

Despite its own public and
private political quarrels,
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee yesterday produced
a cold, encyclopedic account
of the Watergate scandal,
devoid , of passion; judge-
ment, or even suggestion.

1t is the case both for and
against the impeachment of
Richard M.
Nixon, 3891

pages of! Analysis

SWorn %?St- and ?
imony, tran-§ m . .

scripts of pri- ¢ OP“""“

vate  presi-

dential conversations, m)tes
telephone logs, newspaper
chpplngs, and sfcatements of

fact in the -dullest, driest
" lowed to reach White House

conceivable phrases.

More than anything else,
the documents will deter-
mine whether Mr. Nixon be-
comes the first President of
the United States turned out
of office by the Congress.

There is- not much about
‘the report to elevate spirits
at the White House.

‘With all of the evidence

~pulled together, it pictures
the coverup as a massive ef-
fort, launched almost imme-
diately, and growing 'week
by. week in size and com-
plexity.

At first it was a matter of
keepmg the 1id on until after

erups ,
Amazingly, there appears
little indication that anyone
really thought of taking an-
other course.
Even Mr.
John W. Dean’s “‘cancer on

Nixon, after
the Presidency’” conversa-
tion on March 21, 1973, did
not seem worried over the
import of the matter.

The Judiciary Committee
report included a transcript
of the President’s words spo-
ken into a recorder at the
end of the day:

“As far as the day was
concerned,” he began,. “it
was relatively uneventful,
except for the, uh, talk with
Dean. Dean really, in effect,
let it all hang out when he

said there was a cancerous

growth around the Pre51den-
cy that simply was Gomg to

continue to,grow..and that
we had probably to cut it out
now rather than let it grow
and destroy us later. He ob-
viously is wvery depressed
and doesn’t really see any-

thing — other course of ac- |

tion open but to, uh, move to
let the, uh, facts out.”

Besides bringing together
the raw material behind the
events that have made head-
lines since the Watergate
burglary of June 17, 1972,

the documents produce new '
pieces of evidence indicating :

that the President knew
sooner than he claimsthata

massive conspiracy tfo.ob- |
struct justice was taking '

place around him.

Four days before the fa-
mous meeting with Dean,
Mr. Nixon warned that the
coverup could mot be “al-

chief of staff H. R. (Bob)
Haldeman, lest the President
himself be caught up ‘in it.

The new evidence, how- .

ever, is only one reason that
publication of the documents
increased pressure on the

' White House.

Most recently, the main
line of defenee at the Execu-
tive Mansion has been to
attack the committee, to be- |
rate its Democratic majori-
ty for “selective leaks,”. to
accuse it of allowing preju-
dicial information to be
spread out of context.-

In releasing all the Water-
gate material it has com-
piled ‘sinpe its"investigation |
began,.. the.-go
‘put all  evi
House has comp
into perspectwe

Indeed, if fault.can” be
found with the way the evi-
dence has been presented, it
is that the report treats in-
consequential matters hav-
ing nothing to do with the
President the same way it
handles key elements of the
investigation.

Furthermore, tho ugh
objections were noted, mem-

bers of the comm1ttee al-
lowed James D. St. Clair,

3

the President’s attorney, to .

include statements that
clearly did not comply with
the rule that no conclusions

be drawn

In’, ltS handling of the St.
Clalr statements and in its
evenhanded presentation of

the statements of fact, the

time

conmuttee

D rt ame at a tlme
when Mr. Nixon is again un-
der an avalanche of damag-
ing developments.

This has heen one of the
worst weeks for the White
House since the President
fired Special Prosecutor Ar-
chibald Cox and the week
following the release of the
- White House transcripts.

First of all, the Supreme
Court heard arguments on
the President’s refusal to
turn over 64 more tape
recordings subpoenaed by
Special Prosecutor Leon Ja-
, worski and the relpted issue

of the Premdent’s bemo'

named ' anzumnindicted ~ co-
conspirato; the Watei'gate

coverup® by a U.S.
Jury.

A decigion |
expected within the ‘next
several days, and if ‘the
President loses, it will not
come as a surprise to regu-
lar observers of the court.

On the heels of the court

arguments came the Judici-

iary Commitfee
and - the Whlte’z‘%House

i version were mgmﬁcant

ough that some committee
urces consider it poss1b1e

131 ﬁ JohnD Ehrllch-
L, the President’s former
dow estie affairs adviser, on
charges growmg out o£,=fthe

DlStrlc’c ‘1*'Court and Seél;ﬁ-.
tary of State Henry A. Kis-

singer was required to ap-

ar as a defense witness.

TThen Wednesday, Sepator
Edward J, Guraney (Rep-
Fla.),: Mr le”ons ‘staun-

" chest defender dur

on chafges of talmlg bribes
from builders in exchange
for favored ’creaiment Jfrom

of lying to the gra
which brought the ch

about the same
the Senate Watergate

ued a statfre-
“the Presi-
end, Charles

Committee isi

' G. (Bebei Rebozo, of using

secret trust accounts, appar-
ently including $23,500 in.
campalgn funds to make

‘The committee staff also
said Rebozo spent $4562 in.
surplus campaign funds:
from 1968, to buy' diamond

earrings, which the PreSh

dent . gave Mrs. Nixzon as a
mrthday present. ©

Then

yesterday; just hours
" the Judiciary Com-
mittee’s report wes made
public, another gap in a
White House tape recordmg
was disclosed.

The March 20, 1973; tape,
subpoenaed by the Judncxary '
Committee, included a con-
versation between the Presi-

_ dent and Ehrhchman

And the1e is more to
come. The Judiciary Com-
mittee in the.next few days
will be 1e1easemg its " evi-
dence on Mr. Nixon ahd the
ITT affair, political Use of
the Internal Revenue Serv-

ice, domestic mtemgence

As the Watergate ,:bumebs

fell' all around, the, White

House press office stayed on
its usual course. g,.;

Mr. Nmon has portrayed
as: a man very much occu-
pied with the affairs of
state, leaving the 1rrftatmns
outside to hlS expeztt legal

help.

Having been dmveu‘ted for a
time by Mr. Nixon’s travels

~ to the Middle East and to

Moscow, Washington’s <at-
tention, however, riveted
back on nnpe»achmem and

/,%e approaching vote; by the

udiciary Commlttee

The Presjdent, me‘
departs Washmg'mn

while,
today

for 10 to 15 days at }us San

Clemente estate.



