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The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee suspended, . yesterday
all further consideration of
the nomination of Earl J. Sil-
bert to be U.S. attorney for
the District until presidentiaj
impeachment proceedings -are
resolved.”

“Any action now onthe Sjl.
bert nomination = could be
viewed as Senate approval or
disapproval of the handlingiof
the Watergate investigation by
President Nixon, the country’s
chief law enforcement offi-
cer,” said Sen. John V. Tunney
(D-Calif.), a member of the
Committee,

The decision by the Commit-
tee was a shift from earlier at-
titudes of members, who sey-
eral weeks ago were saying
they expected the nomination
to be approved. It showed that
the question of the Silbert
nomination has gone beyond
the qualifications of Silbert
himself and has become
caught up in impeachment
politics in Congress.

Tunney and other members
of the Committee stressed
that Silbert, one of the origi-
nal Watergate prosecutors,
could continue to act.as U.S.
attorney for the District.

“Right now the Silbert nom-
ination is in limbo,” said Tun-
ney.

He said that if he had to
vote on the nomination now
“I’d have to vote against it” to
avoid the appearance of tacit
approval - of the President’s
handling of the Watergate in-
vestigation. Tunney added,
however, that when impeach-
ment proceedings are resolved
he could possibly vote for Sil-
bert after considering his qual-
ifications.

Tunney also said the Com-
mittee’s decision could put
pressure on President Nixon
to nominate someone else -for
the post. :

Siblert could not be reached
for comment. In 'January he
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