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 comparisons Between Passages in the 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, July 9—Following is the text of a 
comparison, made by the House Judiciary Committee, of 
selected passages from transcripts prepared by the com-
mittee and by the White House of President Nixon's 
Watergate conversations,. The comparisons are preceded 
by a foreword by the committee chairman, Representa-
tive Peter W_Rodino Jr., Democrat of New Jersey. 

On June 	The New York Times published a com- 
parison o portions of the transcripts of four of the 

,ponversations—those of Feb. 28, March 21 (two conversa-
tions) and March 22, all 1973. 

FOREWORD 
The Committee on the Judiciary has today released a vol-

ume entitled "Transcripts of Eight Recorded Presidential Con-
versations." The conversations among President Nixon, John 
Dean and others took place on Sept. 15, 1972; Feb. 28, 1973; 
March 13, 1973; March 21, 1973 (two conversations); March 
22, 1973 and April 16, 1973 (two conversations). 

Transcripts of seven of these eight conversations (all 
except the conversation on the afternoon of April 16, 1973) 
were initially delivered by President Nixon to the special 
prosecutor between Jan. 1 and 9, 1974, and to the committee 
between March 8 and 15, 1974. White House transcripts of 

..,.these eight conversations appeared in a publication entitled 
"Submission of Recorded Presidential Conversations" de- 
livered to the committee and released by President Nixon to 

- the public on April 20, 1974. 
The seven White House transcripts received by the special 

prosecutor in January, 1974, are nearly the same (except for 
minor differences, deletion of expletives, and the differences 
.footnoted ii this document in the Sept. 15, 1972, conversa-
tion) as the published White House edited transcripts. 

This document contains comparisons between certain 
passages in the transcripts of the eight conversations de-

..livered by the President to the committee and released to the 
public in April and the same passages as transcribed by the 
committee's inquiry staff. It does not reflect all differences 
between the two sets of transcripts. 

It does not draw any conclusions as to the reasons for, or 
the significance of, the differences. It has been prepared solely 

.a.s an aid to the committee in its deliberations. Each of the 
-passages compared in this volume should be read in the con-
text of the entire conversation from which it is taken. 

Page citations are, to the volume entitled "Transcripts of 
Eight Recorded Presidential Conversations" published by the 

„committee, and to the blue volume released by the White 
7-louse entitled, "Submission of Recorded Presidential Conver-
.sations, April 30, 1974." 

SEPT. 15, 1972 
5:23 to 6:17 P.M. 
OVAL OFFICE 

The President, H. R. Haldeman and John W. Dean 3d 

House Judiciary 
PRESIDENT: Well, you had 

quite a day today, didn't you? 
You got, uh, Watergate, uh, 
on the way, huh? 

DEAN: Quite a three 
months. 

(Pages 9-10) 
PRESIDENT: Theyre all in 

it together. 
DEAN: That's right. 
PRESIDENT: They should 

just, uh, just behave and, 
and, recognize this, this is, 
again, this is war. We're get-
ting a few shots. It'll be over 
Don't worry. [Unintelligible] I 
WOuldn't want to be on the 
other side right now. Would 
you? I wouldn't want to be in 
Edward Bennett Williams' 
.position after this election. 

WHITE HOUSE 
(Page 55) 

P. [. . .] You had qnite a 
day today didn't you. You 
got Watergate on the way 
didn't you? 

D. We tried. 
(Pages 64-65) 

P., We are all in it to-
gether. This is a war. We 
take a few shots and it will 
be over. We will give them a 
a few shots and it will be 
over. Don't worry. I wouldn't 
want to be on the other side 
right now. Would you? 
position after this election].° 

The bracketed material does not 'appear "in the volume 
of White House edited transcripts, "Submission of Recorded 
Presidential Conversations, April 30, 1974." It is in the White 
House transcript which was 'given to the Special Prosecutor 
in January, 1974, and the Judiciary Committee in March, 1974. 

DEAN. No. No. 
PRESIDENT: None of these 

bastards— 
DEAN: He, uh, he's done 

some rather unethical things 
that have come to light al-
ready, which in — again, 
Richey has brought to our at- 
tention.  

[D. No.] 

[He has done some rather 
unethical things that have 
come about already and 
Ritchie has brought them to 
our attention.] 



PRESIDENT: Y ean. 
DEAN: He went down -
HALDEMAN: Keep a log 

on all that. 
DEAN: Oh, we are, on 

these. Yeah. 
PRESIDENT: Yeah. 
HALDEMAN: Because af- 

terwards that is a guy. 
PRESIDENT: We're going 

after him. 
HALDEMAN: that is a guy 

we've got to ruin. 
DEAN: He had, he had an 

ex parte - 
PRESIDENT: You want to 

remember, too, he's an attor-
ney for the Washington Post. 

DEAN: I'm well aware of 
that. 

PRESIDENT: I think we 
are going to fixe the son-of-
a-bitch. Believe me. We are 
going to. We've got to, be-
cause he's a bad man. 

DEAN: Absolutely. 
PRESIDENT: He misbe-

haved very badly in the Hof-
fa matter. Our—some pretty 
bad conduct, there, too, but 
go ahead. 

DEAN: as less than our 
Along that line, uh, one of 
the things I've tried to do, is 
just keep notes on a lot of 
people who are emerging as. 

PRESIDENT: That is right. 
DEAN: an less then our 

friends. 
PRESIDENT: Great. 

(Page 15) 
HALDEMAN: The Post is—
PRESIDENT: The Post has 

asked—it's going to have its 
problems. 

HALDEMAN: [Unintelligi-
ble] 

DEAN: The networks, the 
networks are good with 
Maury coming back three 
days in a row and— 

PRESIDENT: That's right. 
Right. The main thing is The 
Post is going to have dam-
nable, damnable problems 
out of this one. They have a 
television station. 

DEAN: That's right, they 
do. 

PRESIDENT: and they're 
going to have to get it re-
newed. 

HALDEMAN: They've got a 
radio station, too. 

PRESIDENT: Does that 
come up too? The point is, 
when does it come up? 

DEAN: I don't know. But 
the practice of non-licensees 
filing on top of licensees has 
certainly gotten more. 

PRESIDENT: That's right. 
DEAN: more active in the, 

in the area. 
PRESIDENT: And it's going 

to be God damm active here. 
DEAN: [Laughs] 
PRESIDENT: Well, the 

game has to be played aw-
fully rough. I don't know—
Now, you, you'll follow 
through with—who will over 
there? Who — Timmons, or 
with Ford, or—How's it go-
ing to operate? 
HALDEMAN: I'll talk to 

Bill. I think—Yeah. 

[H. Keep a log on them] 
[because afterwards that is 

a guy] 
[we have to ruin.] 

[P. You want to remember 
he is also the lawyer for The 
Washington. Post.] 

[We are going to fix (ex-
pletive deleted) believe me. 
We've got to. He is a bad 
man.] 

[He misbehaved very badly 
in the (inaudible).] 

D. Along that line, one of 
the things I've tried to do, I 
have begun to keep notes on 
a lot of people who are 
emerging as less than our 
friends [. . . .] 

(PAGE 71) 
[P. Sure. This is alright. 
The main thing is the Post is 
going to have damnable time 
—they have a television 
station]* 
[and they are going to 'have 
it renewed.] 

[H. They have a radio sta-
tion, too.] 
[P. Does that come under 
too?] 

[D. Non-licensees file on top 
of licensees.] 

[P. It is going to be (exple- 

tive deleted) active here.] 
[P. The game has to be 
played awfully rough/ I don't 
know who now, but you will 
talk to Bill. I don't know 
which one.] 

H. Yes, I will talk to Bill.  

his wife, uh, dead. It's a 
tough thing. 

DEAN: Well, 
PRESIDENT: We have to 

do [unintelligible] 
DEAN: every indication 
PRESIDENT: You'll have 

to do— 
DEAN: that they're, they're 

hanging in tough right now. 
PRESIDENT: What the hell 

do they expect, though? Do 
they expect that they will 
get clemency within a rea-
sonable time? 

DEAN: I think they do. 
[Unintelligible] going to do. 

PRESIDENT: What would 
you say? What would you 
advise on that? 

DEAN: Uh, I think it's one 
of those things we'll have to 
watch very closely. For ex-
ample— 

PRESIDENT: You couldn't 
do it, you couldn't do it, 
say, in six months? 	' 

DEAN: No. 
PRESIDENT: No. 
DEAN: No, you couldn't. 

[. 	.] 
(Page 40.41) 

PRESIDENT: [....] "I will 
not comment on the hearings 
while they are in process." 
[Unintelligible.] And then I, 
of course if they break 
through—if they get a lot 
luckier—But you see, it's 
best not to cultivate—and 1 
get Ziegler to do the same—
it's best not to elevate that 
thing here to the White 
House. 'Cause I don't want 
the White House gabbing 
around about the God damned 
thing. Now there, of course, 
you'd say, "But you leave it 
all to them." [High frequency 
tone for four seconds.] 

PRESIDENT: our policy. But 
the President should not be-
come [unintelligible] on this 
case. Do you agree to that? 

(Page 71) 
PRESIDENT: Did Stra-

chan? 
DEAN: Yes. 
PRESIDENT: He knew? 
DEAN: Yes. 
PRESIDENT: About Water- 

gate? 
DEAN: Yes. 
PRESIDENT: Well, then, 

Bob knew. He probably told 
Bob, then. He may not have. 
He may not have. 

DEAN: He was, he was 
judicious in what he, in what 
he relayed, and, uh, but Stra-
chan is as tough as nails. I—

PRESIDENT: What'll he 
say? Just go in and say he 
didn't know? 

DEAN: He'll go in and 
stonewall it and say, "I 
don't know anything about 
what you are talking about." 
He has already done it 
twice, as you know, in in-
terviews. 

[Page 72] 
DEAN: That's right. And I 

said, "Chuck, people have 
said that you were involved 
in this, involved in that, in-
volved in this." And he said, 
"I—that's not true," and so 
on and so forth. Uh, I don't 
I think that Chuck had knowl-
edge that something was 
going on over there. A lot of 
people around here had 
knowledge that something 
was going on over there. 
They didn't have any knowl-
edge of the details of the 
specific of, of the whole 
thing. 

D. Well there is every in-
dication they are hanging in 
tough right now. 

P. What the hell do they 
expect though? Do they ex-
pect clemency in a reason-
able time? What would you 
advise on that? 

D. I think it is one of those 
things we will have to watch 
very closely. For example,— 

P. You couldn't do it, say, 
in six months. 

D. No, you couldn't [. . . .] 

(Page 103) 
P. [...] I will not comment 

on the hearings while they 
are in process. Of course, if 
they break through—if they 
get muckraking—It is best 
not to cultivate that thing 
here at the White House. If 
it is done at the White House 
again they are going to drop 
the (adjective deleted) thing. 
Now there, of course, you say 
but you leave it all to them. 
We'll see as time goes on. 
Maybe we will have to change 
our policy. But the President 
should not become involved 
in any part of this case. ,Do 
you agree with that? 

Feb. 28, 1973 
Oval Office 

9:12 to 10:23 A.M. 
The President, and John Dean 

(Page 40) 	 (Page 102) 
PRESIDENT: [. . . .] I feel 	P. [. . . .] I feel for .those 

for those poor guys in jail, I poor guys in jail, particularly 
mean, I don't know—partic- for Hunt with his wife dead. 
ularly for Hunt. Hunt with 

March 13, 1973 
Oval Office 

12:42 to 2:00 P.M. 
The President, John Dean and H. R. Haldeman 

[Pages 147.148] 
D. That's right. I said, 

"Chuck, people have said 
that you were involved in 

, this involved in that, involved ,  
in all of this. He said, "that 
is not true, etc." I think that 
Chuck had knowledge that 
something was going on over 
there, but he didn't have any 
knowledge of the details of 
the specifics of the whole 
thing. 

D. He was judicious in 
what he relayed, ubtStrachan 
is as tough as nails. He can 
go in and stonewall, and 
say, "I don't know anything 
about what you are talking 
about." He has already done 
it twice you know, in inter-
views. 

D. Yes. 
P. He knew? 
D. Yes. 
P. About the Watergate? 

D. Yes. 
P. Well, then, he probably 

told Bob. He may not have. 

(Page 146) 
P. Strachan? 



The.  President, John Dean 

(Page 84) 
DEAN: I will go back over 

that, and tell 
PRESIDENT: Was that Col-

son? 
DEAN: you where I think 

the, the soft spots are. 
PRESIDENT: Colson—that, 

that, that Colson, uh, you 
think was the, uh, was the 
person who 

DEAN: I think he, 
PRESIDENT: pushed? 
PRESIDENT: 	[Unintelli- 

gible]. Maybe—Well, wheth-
er it's maybe too late to do 
anything about it, but I 

PRESident: It was a dry 
hole, huh? 

DEAN: That's right. 
PRESIDENT: Jesus Christ. 
DEAN: Well, they were 

just really getting, started. 
PRESIDENT: Yeah. Yeah. 

But, uh, Bob one time said 
about the fact we got some 
information about this or 
that or the other, but, I, I 
think it was about the con-
vention, what they were 
planning, I said (unintelli-
gible). So I assume that must 
have been MacGregor, I mean 
not MacGregor, but Segretti. 

DEAN: No. 
PRESIDENT: Bob must 

have known about Segretti. 
DEAN: Well, I—Segretti 

really wasn't involved in the 
intelligence gathering to 
speak of at all. 

[Page 73] 
PRESIDENT: [Unintelligi-

ble] to think that Mitchell 
and Bob would allow, would 
have allowed this kind of op-
eration to be in the Commit-
tee. 

DEAN: I don't think he 
knew it was there. 
PRESIDENT: You don't 

DEAN: I don't- 
PRESIDNET: You don't 

think Mitchell knew about 
this thing? 

DEAN: Oh, no, no, no. 
Don't mis— I don't think he 
knew that people— I think 
he knew that Liddy was out 

intelligence-gathering. 
PRESIDENT: Well? 
DEAN: I don't think he 

knew that Liddy would use 
a fellow like McCord, for 
God's sake, who worked for 
the Committee. I can't be-
lieve that. [. . .] 

(Page 74) 
PRESIDENT: Well, what 

about the hang-out thing? 
[Unknown person enters, re-
ceives instruction from the 
President to take something 
to Haldeman, and leaves the 
room.] 

PRESIDENT: Uh, is it too 
ate to, to, frankly, go the 
hang-out road? Yes, it is. 

DEAN: I think it is. 1 
think—Here's the—The hang-
out road— 

PRESIDENT: The hang-out 
road's‘ going to have to be 
rejected. I, some, I under-
stand it was rejected. 

DEAN: It was kicked 
around. Bob and I and, and, 
and— 

PRESIDENT I know Ehr-
lichman always felt that it 
should be hang-out. [Unintel-
igible] 

DEAN: Well, I think I con-
vinced him why that he 
wouldn't want to hang-out 
either. There is a certain 
domino 	situation 	here. 

• • • • ] 

(Page 148) 
P. A dry hole? 

D. That's right. 
P. (Expletive deleted) 
D. Well, they were just 

really getting started. 
P. Yeah. Bob one time said 

something about something, 
this or that or something, 
but I think it was something 
about the Convention, I think 
it was about the convention 
problems they were planning 
something. I assume that 
must have been MacGregor—
not MacGregor, but Segretti. 

D. No. Segretti wasn't in-
volved in the intelligence 
gathering piece of it at all. 

(Page 149) 
P. To think of Mitchell and 

Bob would have allowed—
would have allowed—this 
kind of operation to be in the 
campaign committee! 

D. I don't think he knew 
it was there. 

P. I don't think that Mitchell 
knew about this sort of thing. 

D. Oh, no, no! Don't mis-
understand me. I don't think 
that he knew the people. 
I think he knew that Liddy „, • 

was out intelligence gather-
in g. 

D. I don't think he knew 
that Liddy would use a fel-
low like McCord, (expletive 
removed), who worked for 
the Committee. I can't be-
lieve that. 

(Page 150) 
P. Is it too late to go the 

hang=out road? 

D. Yes, I think it is. 
D. Yes, I think it is. The 

hang-out road— 
P. The hang-out road (in-

audible). 

D. It was kicked around 
Bob and I and— 

P. Ehrlichman always felt 
it should be hang-out. 

D. Well, I think I con-
vinced him why he would 
not want to hang-out either. 
There is a certain domino 
situation here [. . .] 

and H. R. Haldeman 

(Page 178) 
D. I will go back over that, 

and take out any of the soft 
spots. 

P. Colson, you think was 
the person who pushed? 

(Page 187) 

P. [unintelligible] but I 
would certainly keep that 
cover for whatever it is 
worth.  

would certainly keep that, 
[laughs] that cover for what-
ever it's worth. 

DEAN: I'll— 
DEAN: I'll— 
PRESIDENT: Keep the 

Committee. 
DEAN: Af , after, well, 

that, that, that's 
PRESIDENT: 	(Unintelli- 

gible] 
[Page 941 

PRESIDENT: Let me say, 
there shouldn't be a lot of 
people running around get-
ting money. We should set 
up a little— 

Page 96 
PRESIDENT: Well, your, 

your major, your major guy 
to keep under control is 
Hunt. 

DEAN: That's right. 
PRESIDENT: I think. Be-

cause he knows. 
DEAN: He knows so much. 
PRESIDENT: About a.lot of 

other things. 
DEAN: He knows so much. 

Right. Uh, he could sink 
Chuck Colson. [. . . . ] 

DEAN: Now we've got 
Kalmbach. [Coughs] 

PRESIDENT: Yeah, that's a 
tough one. 

(Page 97) 
DEAN: [. . .] Uh, I don't 

know of anything that Herb 
has done that is illegal, other 
than the fact that he doesn't 
want to blow the whistle on 
a lot of people, and may find 
himself in a perjury situation. 

PRESIDENT: Well, if he, 
uh, he could—because he will 
be asked about that money? 

(Pages 97-98) 
PRESIDENT: How would 

you handle him, then, John. 
For example, would you just 
have him put the wole thing 
out? 

DEAN: [Draws breath] 
PRESIDENT: I don't think 

so. I mean I don't mind the 
five hundred thousand dol-
lars and I don't mind the 
four hundred thousand dol-
lars. 

DEAN: No, that. 
PRESIDENT: for activities 

[unintelligible] 
DEAN: that, that, uh, that 

doesn't bother me either. 
There's — as I say, Herb's 
problems are. 

PRESIDENT: There's a sur-
plus— 

DEAN: politically embar-
rassing, but not as—not crim-
inal.  

PRESIDENT: Well, they're 
embarrassing, sure—he, he 
just handled matters that 
were between the campaigns, 
before anything was done. 
[. • • .] 

(Page, 98) 
PRESIDENT: All right. How 

do your other vulnerabilities 
go together? 

DEAN: The other vulner-
abilities: We've got a, uh; 
runaway Grand Jury up in 
the Southern District. 

PRESIDENT: Yeah, I heard: 
DEAN: They're after 

Mitchell and Stans on some 
sort of bribe or influence 
peddling 

PRESIDENT: On Vesco. 
DEAN: With Vesco. 
PRESIDENT: Yeah. 
DEAN: [. . . . Apparently, 

Ehrlichman has some meet-
ings with Vesco, also. Uh, 
Don Nixon Jr., came in to 
see John a couple of times, 
uh, about the problem. 

PRESIDENT: 'Not about the 
complaint. 

DEAN: That, there's, uh-
the fact of the matter is— 

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligi-
ble] 'about a job. 

DEAN: That's right. And, 
and, and, uh, I— 

PRESIDENT: We're, is it-
Ehrlichman's totally to blame 
on that. 

DEAN: Yeah, well, I think 
the White House.—  

(Page 194) 
P. Let me say there 

shouldn't be a lot of people 
running around getting mon-

, ey- 

(Page 196) 
P. Your major guy to keep 

under control is Hunt? 

D. That is right. 
P. I think. Does he know a 

lot? 
D. He knows so much. He 

could sink Chuck Colson. 

(Page 197) 
D. Now we've got Kalm-

bach. [.. • .] 

(Page 198) 
D. [. . . .3 I don't know of 

anything that Herb has done 
that is illegal, other than the 
fact that he doesn't want to 
blow the whistle on a lot of 
people, and may find himself 
in a perjury situation. [....] 

P. How would you handle 
him, • John, for example? 
Would you have him put the 
whole thing out? I don't mind 
the $500,000 and the $400, 
000. 

D. No—that doesn't bother 
me either. As I say, Herb's 
problems are politically em-
barrassing, but not criminal. 

P. Well • he just handled 
matters between campaigns. 

Page (199) 
P. How about the other 

probabilities? 

D. We have a runaway 
Grand Jury up in the South-
ern District. They are after 
Mitchell and Stans on some 
sort of bribe or influence 
peddling with Vesco,. [. . .1 

D, 	..] Apparently Ehr- 
lichman had some meetings 
with Vesco, also. Don Nixon 
Jr. :came into see John a 
couple of times about the 
problem. 

P, Not about Vesco, but 
about Don Jr.? Ehrlichman 
never did anything for Vesco? 

MARCH 21, 1973 
10:12 to 11:55 A.M. 

Oval Office 



DEAN: And it seems to me 
the only way that— 

PRESIDENT: Who else, 
though? Let's, let's leave you 
and—I don't, I don't, I don't 
think on the, on, uh, on the 
obstruction of justice thing—
I think that one we can han-
dle. I, I don't know why I 
fee that way, but I— 

DEAN: Well, it is possible 
that I— 

PRESIDENT: I, I think you 
may be overplaying [ ....] 

(Page 105) 
DEAN: I think we've got to 

look— 
PRESIDENT: But at the 

moment, don't you agree 
that you'd better get the 
'Hunt thing? I mean, that's 
worth it, at the moment. 

DEAN: That, that's worth 
buying time on, right. 

PRESIDENT: And that's 
buying time on, I agree. 

(Page 108) 
PRESIDENT: Let me say, 

though that Hunt [unintelli-
gible] hard line, and that a 
convicted felon is going to 
go out and squeal [unintel-
ligible] as we about this [un-
intelligible] decision [unintel-
igible] turns on that. 

D, No one at the White 
House has done anything for 
Vesco. 

(Page 201) 
D. That is what really 

troubles me. For example, 
what happens if it starts 
breaking, and they do find a 
criminal case against a Hal-
deman, a Dean, a Mitchell, 
and Ehrlichman? That is— 

P. If it really comes down 
to that, we would have to 
[unintelligible] some of the 
men. 

(Page 202) 
D. I know, sir. I can just 

tell from our conversation 
that these are things that 
you have no knowledge of. 

P. You certainly can! Bug-
gings, etc. [ . . . . ] 

(Page 202) 
P. All I know about is the 

time of I.T.T. he was trying 
to get something going there 
because I.T.T. was giving us 
a bad time. 

D. I know he used Hunt. 
P. I knew about that. 
I didn't know about it, but 

I knew there was something 
going on. 

But I didn't know it was 
a Hunt. 

(Page 207) 
D. [. . .] You know, with 

me there was no way, but the 
burden of this second Admin-
istration is something that is 
not going to go away. 

(Page 208) 
D. And it seems to me the 

only way— 
P. Well, also so let's leave 

you out of it. I don't think 
on the obstruction of justice 
thing—I take that out. I 
don't know why. ‘ I think you 
may be over that cliff. 

D. Well, it is possible. 

(Page 209) 
D, [....] I think we've got 

to look— 
P. But at the moment, don't 

you agree it is better to get 
the Hunt thing that's where 
that— 

D. That is worth buying 
time on 

P. That is buying time, I 
agree. 

(Page 213) 
D. [. . . .] Let me say (un-

intelligible) How do we han-
dle all (unintelligible) who 
know all about this in ad-
vance. Let me have some of 
your thoughts on that.  

(Page 109) 
PRESIDENT: [....] Wheth-

er the line is one of, uh, con-
tinuing to, uh, run a, try to 
run at total stonewall, and 
take the heat from that, uh, 
there are vulnerable points 
there; the vulnerable points 
being that, well the first vul 
nerablepoints would be obvi-
ous. In other words, it would 
be if, uh, uh, one of the uh, 
defendants, particularly Hunt, 
of course, who is the most 
vulnerable in my opinion, 
might, uh, blow the whistle, 
and he, he— and his price is 
pretty high, but at least, uh, 
we should, we should buy the 
time on that, uh, as I, as I 
pointed out to John. [....] 

(Page 110) 
PRESIDENT: Fortunately, 

fortunately, with Chuck it is 
very—I, I talk to him about 
many, many political things, 
but I never talk about this 
sort of thing 'cause he's, uh, 
he's very harmful. I mean I 
don't think — he must be 
damn sure I don't know any-
thing. And I don't. In fact. 
I'm rather surprised at what 
you told me today. From what 
you said, I gathered the im-
pression, and of course your, 
your, your analysis does not 
for sure, uh, indicate that 
Chuck knew that it was a 
bugging operation for cer-
tain. 

(Page 112) 
PRESIDENT: That's right, 

but not—all right. The point 
is, the point is this, that, uh, 
it's now time, though, to, uh, 
that Mitchell has got to sit 
down, and. know where the 
hell all this thing stands, too. 
You see, John is concerned, 
as you know, Bob, about, 
uh, Ehrlichman, which, uh, 
worries me a great deal be-

" cause it's a, uh, it—and it, 
and this is why the Hunt 
problem is so serious. uh, be-
cause, uh, it had nothing to 
do with the campaign. 

[Pages .114-115] 
PRESIDENT: Arid that 

means, we got to, we've got 
to keep it off of you, uh, 
which I, which I [unintelligi-
ble] obstruction of justice 
thing. We've got to keep it 
off Ehrlichman. We've got to 

Cont'd on Following Page 

Cont'd From Preceding Page 

keep it, naturally, off of Bob, 
off Chapin, if possible, and 
Strachan. Right? 

DEAN: Uh huh. 
PRESIDENT: And Mitchell. 

Right? 
DEAN: Uh huh. 
PRESIDENT: Now. 
HALDEMAN: And Magru-

der, if you can. But that's 
the one you pretty much 
have to give up. 

[Page 116] 
PRESIDENT: The only thing 

you could do with him would 
be to parole him for a period 
of time because of his fam-
ily situation. But you couldn't 
provide clemency. 

(Page 118) 
HALDEMAN: And then 

they never replenished it, so 
we just gave it all back any-
way. 

PRESIDENT: I have a. feel-
ing we could handle this one. 
Well— 

DEAN: Well, first of all, 
they'd have a hell, of a time 

b  

provina it. Uh, hat's one 
thing. Uh- 

PRESIDENT: Yeah, yeah—
I just have a feeling on it. 
But let's now come back to 
the money, a million dollars, 
and so forth and so on. Let 
me say that I think you could 
get that in cash, and I know 

(Page 215) 
P. [. . .] Whether the line 

is one of continuing to run-7 
kind of stone wall, and take 
the heat from that, having in 
mind the fact that there are 
vulnerable points there;—the 
vulnerable points being the 
first vulnerable points would 
be obvious. That would be 
one of the defendants, either 
Hunt, because he is most vul-
nerable in my opinion, might 
blow the whistle and his 
price is pretty high, but at 
least we can buy the time on 
that as I pointed out to John. 
[. 	.] 

(Page 218) 
P. OK. Fortunately, with 

Chuck it is very—I talk to 
him about many, many politi-
cal things, but I have never 
talked with him about this 
sort of thing. Very probably, 
I think he must be damn 
sure that I didn't know any-
thing: And I don't. In fact, 
I am surprised by what you 
told me today. From what 
you said, I gathered the im-
pression, and of course your 
analysis does not for sure 
indicate that Chuck knew 
that it was a bugging oper-
ation. 

(Page 220) 
P. The point is this, that it 

is now time, though, that 
Mitchell has got to sit down; 
and know where the hell all 
this thing stands, too. You 
see, John is concerned, as' 
you know, about the Ehrlich-
man situation. It worries him 
a great deal because, and this 
is why the Hunt problem is 
so serious, because it had 
nothing to do with the cam-
paign. [....] 

(Page 225) 
P. And that means keeping 

it off you. Herb has started 
this Justice thing. We've got 
to keep it off Herb. You have' 
to keep it, naturally, off of 

Cont'd on Following Page 
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Bob, off Chapin, if possible 
Strachan, right? 

D. Uh, huh. 
P. And Mitchell. Right? 
D. Uh, huh. 
H. And Magruder, if you 

can. 

(Page 227) 
P. The only thing we could 

do with him would be to pa-
role him like the (uniotelli-
,gible) situation. But you 
couldn't buy clemency. 

(Page 230) 
H. They hadn't replenished, 

so we just gave it all back 
anyway. 

P. I had a feeling we could 
handle this one. 

H. Well, first of all, I would 
have a hell of a time proving 
it. That is one thing. 

P. I lest have a feeling on 
it. Well, it sounds like a lot 
of money, a million dollars. 
Let me say that I think we 
could get that. I know money 
is hard to raise. But the point 
is, what we do on that—
Let's look at the hard prob-
lem 

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligi-
ble] 

DEAN: No one has done 
anything for- 

PRESIDENT:—Vesco. Mat-
ter of — not for the prose-
cutor. 

(Page 100) 
DEAN: That's what really 

troubles me. For example, 
what happens if it starts 
breaking, and they do find a 
criminal ca see against a Hal-
deman, a Dean, a Mitchell, 
an Ehrlichman? Uh, that is— 

PRESIDENT: Well, if it 
really comes down to that, we 
cannot, maybe—We'd have to 
shed it in order to contain it 
again. 

DEAN: I know, sir, it is. 
Well I can just tell from our 
conversations that, you know, 
these are things that you had 
no knowledge of. 

PRESIDENT: The absurdity 
of the whole damned thing. 

DEAN: But it—
PRESIDENT: bugging and 

so on. [ 	] 
(Pages 100-101) 

PRESIDENT: Called [unin-
telligible] and said, "We've 
got a, we've got a good plan." 
I don't know what the Christ 
he would be doing. Oh, I'll bet 
you. I know why. That was 
at the time of I.T.T. He was 
trying to get something going 
there because I.T.T. they 
were bugging us. I mean they 
were 

DEAN: Right. 
PRESIDENT: giving us hell. 
Dean: Well, I know, I know 

he used, Uh, 
PRESIDENT: Hunt to go 

out there? 
DEAN: Hunt. 
PRESIDENT: I knew about 

that. 
DEAN: Yeah. 
PRESIDENT: I did know 

about it. Uh, I knew that 
there was, there was some-
thing going on there. 

DEAN. Right. 
PRESIDENT: But I didn't 

know it was Hunt. 
(Page 104) 

DEAN: —to me there was 
no way 

PRESIDENT: Yeah. 
DEAN: that, uh- 
PRESIDENT: Yeah. 
DEAN: But to burden this 

second Administration 
PRESIDENT: We're all in 

on it. 
DEAN: was something that 

—It's something that is not 
going to go away. 
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money is hard, but there are 
ways. That could be [unin-. 
telligible]. But the point is, 
uh, what would you do on 
that—Let's, let's look at the 
hard facts. 

(Page 119) 
PRESIDENT: Yeah, those 

fellows But of course you 
know, these fellows though, 
as far as that plan was con-
cerned. 

HALDEMAN: But what is 
there? 

PRESIDENT: As far as 
what happened up to this 
time, our cover there is just 
going to be the Cuban Com-
mittee did this for them up 
through the election. 

(Page 120) 
PRESIDENT: That's right. 

Just be damned sure you say 
I don't 

HALDEMAN: Yeah- 
. PRESIDENT: Remember, I 
can't recall, I can't give any 
honest, an answer to that 
that I can recall. But that's 
it. 

(Page 121) 
PRESIDENT: that's why 

your, for your immediate 
thing you've got no choice 
with Hunt but the hundred 
and twenty or whatever it 
is. Right? 	• 

DEAN: That's right. 
PRESIDENT: Would you 

agree that that's a buy time 
thing, you better damn well 
get that done, but fast? 

DEAN: I think he ought to 
be given some signal, any7  
way, to, to— 

PRESIDENT: Yes. 
DEAN: Yeah—you know. 
PRESIDENT: Well for 

Christ's sakes get it in a, in 
a way that, uh—who's, who's 
going to talk to him? Col-
son? He's the one who's sup-
posed to know him. 

(Page 122) 
-DEAN: Well, I, uh, I 

gather LaRue just leaves it 
in mail boxes and things 
like that, and tells Hunt to 
go pick it up. Someone 
phones Hunt and tells him 
to pick it up. As I say, we're 
a bunch of amateurs in that 
business. 

• 

PRESIDENT. Well, the 
main point, now, is the peo-
ple who will need the money 

	

[unintelligible]. 	Well 	of 
course, you've got the sur-
plus from the campaign. That 
we have to account for. But 
if there's any other, money 
hanging around— 

(Page 125) 
PRESIDENT: But, but my 

point is, do you ever have 
any choice on Hunt? That's 
the point. 

DEAN: [Sighs] 
PRESIDENT: No matter 

what we do here now, John. 
DEAN: Well, if we— 
PRESIDENT: Hunt even-

tually, if he isn't going to 
get commuted and• so forth, 
he's going to blow the 
whistle. 

(Pages 125-126) 
DEAN: Uh, we don't, it 

doesn't. 

	

PRESIDENT: 	Including 
• Ehrlichman's use of Hunt on 
the other deal? 

DEAN: That's right. 
PRESIDENT: You'd throw 

that out? 
DEAN: Uh, well, Hunt will 

go to jail for that too—he's 
got to understand that. 

PRESIDENT: That's the 
point too. I don't think that 
—I wouldn't throw that out. 
I think I would limit it to—I 
don't think you need to go 
into every God damned thing 

.Hunt has done. 

(Page 231) 
P, These fellows though, as 

far as what has happened 
up to this time, are covered 
on their 'situation, because 
the Cuban Committee did 
this for them during the 
election? 

(Page 235) 
P. But you can say I don't 

remember. You can say I 
can't recall. I can't give any 
answer to that that I can re-
call. 

(Pages 236-237) 
P. That's why for your im-

mediate things you have no 
choice but to come up with 
the $120,000, or whatever it 
is. Right? 

D. That's right. 
P. Would you agree that 

that's the prime thing that 
you damn well better get 
that done? 

D. Obviously he ought to 
be given some signal any-
way. 

P. (Expletive deleted), get 
it. In a way that--who is 
going to , talk .to him? Col-
son? He is the one who is 
supposed to knout him? 

(Pages 237.238) 
D. Well, I got it to LaRue 

by just leaving • it in mail 
boxes and things like that. 
And someone phones • Hunt 
to come and pick it up. As I 
say, we are a bunch of ama-
teurs in that business. 

(Page 238) 
P. Well, of course you 

have a surplus from the cam-
paign. Is there any other 
money hanging around? 

(Page 242) 
P. But my paint is, do you 

ever have any' choice on 
Hunt? That is the point. No 
matter what we do here 
now, John, whatever he 
wants if he doesn't get it—
immunity, etc., he is going 
to blow the whistle. 

D. [. . .]—And we don't, 
it doesn't— 

P. (Unintelligible) for an-
other year. 

D. That's right. 
P. And Hunt would get off 

by telling them the Ellsberg 
thing. 

D. No Hunt would go to 
jail for that too—he should 
understand that. 

P. That's a point too. I 
don't think I would throw 
that out. I don't think we 
need to go into everything. 
(adjective deleted) thing 
Hunt has done. 

(Page 130) 
DEAN: Well, there's been 

a change in the mood- 
HALDEMAN: John's point 

is exactly right, that the 
erosion here now is going 
to you, and that is the thing 
that we've got to turn off, 
at whatever the cost. We've 
got to figure out where to 
turn it off at the lowest cost 
we can, but at whatever cost 
it takes. 

DEAN: That's what, that's 
what we have to do. 

PRESIDENT: Well, the 
erosion is inevitably going to 
come here, apart from any-
thing, you know, people say-
ing that, uh, well, the Water-
gate isn't a major concern. It 
isn't. But it would, but it 
will he. It's bound to be. 
. DEAN: We cannot let you 
ne tarnished by that situa-
tion. 

PRESIDENT: Well, I (un- 

intelligible) also because I—
Although Ron Ziegler has to 
go out—They blame the (un-
intelligible), the White House 
(unintelligible). 

DEAN: That's right. 
PRESIDENT: We ;don't a, 

uh, I say that the White 
House can't do it. Right? 

HALDEMAN: Yeah. 
DEAN: Yes, sir.  

(Page 249) 
H. We should change that 

a little bit. John's point is 
exactly right. The erosion 
here now is going to you, and 
that is the thing that we have 
to turn off at whatever cost. 
We have to turn it off at the 
lowest cost we can, but at 
whatever cost it takes. 

D. That's what we have to 
do. 

P. Well, the erosion is in-
evitably going to come here, 
apart from anything and all 
the people saying well the 
Watergate isn't a major issue. 
It isn't. But It will be. It's 
bound to. 

P. (Unintelligible) has to go 
out. Delaying is the great 
danger to the White House 
area. We don't I say that the 
White House can't do it. 
Right? 

D. Yes, Sir. 
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(Page 132) 
PRESIDENT: But, does, uh, 

does anybody, uh, really 
think, really think that really 
we should do nothing? That's 
the other, I mean, that's, 
that's the option, period. If, 
uh—keep fighting it out on 
this ground if it takes all 
summer. 

HALDEMAN: Which it will. 
PRESIDENT: That's the 

other thing, whether we're 
going to, say, to contain the 
thing. 

EHRLICHMAN: Well, we've 
talked about that. We talked 
about, uh, possible opportuni-
ties in the Senate, that, that 
may turn up that we don't 
foresee now. In other words, 
that you go in and start play-
ing for the odds. Keep trying 
to put out firs here and 
there. The problems of the 
Hunt thing. 

(Page 133) 
EHRLICHMAN: Well, my, 

my view is that, that, uh, 
Hunt's interests lie in getting 
a pardon if he can. That 
ought to be, somehow or 
another, one of the options 
that he is most particularly 
concerned about. Uh, his, his 
indirect contacts with John 
don't contemplate that at all. 
Well, maybe they, maybe 
they contemplate it — but 
they say there's going 

(unintelligible) 
PRESIDENT: I know. 
HALDEMAN: That's right. 
EHRLICHMAN: They think 

that that's already under-
stood. 

PRESIDENT: Yeah. 
EHRLICHMAN: Uh-
PRESIDENT: I mean he's 

got to get that by Christmas 
time. 

DEAN: That's right [....] 
PRESIDENT: If that blows. 
EHRLICHMAN: If that: 

blows and, and that's, it 
seems to me, that the, uh-
although at L.E.A.—It obvi-
ously is understood, that he 
has really gone over the 
ground with his attorney 
that's in there. 

PRESIDENT: However, can 
he, by talking, uh, get par-
doned? Get, get clemency 
from the court? 

PRESIDENT: So then now 
—so the point we have to, 
the bridge you have to cut, 
uh, cross there is, uh, which 
you've got to cross, I un-
derstand, 

 
 quite soon, is 

whether, uh, we, uh, what 
you do about, uh, his present 
demand. Now, what, what, 
uh, what [unintelligible] 
about that? 

DEAN: Well, apparently 
Mitchell and, and, uh, uh. 

UNIDENTIFIED: LaRue. 
DEAN: LaRue are now 

aware of it, so they know 
what he is feeling. 

PRESIDENT: True. [Un-
intelligible] do something. 

DEAN: I, I have, I have 
not talked with either. I 
think they are in a position 
to do something, though. 

(Page 134) 
DEAN: Oh, yeah, Uh, 

Dwight, for example, now 
wants a lawyer; Kalmbach 
has hired himself a lawyer; 
Colson has retained a law-
yer; and now that we've [un-
intelligible] enough to know 
that self-protection is setting 
in. 

PRESIDENT: Well, let's not 
trust them. Surely. 

DEAN: Maybe we face the 
situation. 

(Pages 251.252) 
P. [. . . .] Does anybody 

really think we can do noth-
ing? That's the option, peri-
od. If he fights it out on this 
ground, it takes all summer. 

H. Which it will..  
P. That's it, whether or not 

today at the danger point. 
H. Well, we have talked 

about that. We have talked 
about possible opportunities 
in the Senate. Things may 
turn up that we don't fore-
see now. Some people may 
be sort of playing the odds. 

E. The problem of the Hunt 
thing [. . . .] 

(Page 252) 
E. Well, my view Is that 

Hunt's interests lie in getting 
a pardon if he can. That 
ought to be somehow or an-
other one of the options that 
he is most particularly con-
cerned about. Now, his in-
direct contacts with John 
don't contemplate that at all 
—(inaudible) 

P. He assumes that"s al-
ready understood. 

D. He's got to get that by 
Christmas. I understand. 

H. That's right [ . . . .1 

(Pages 252-253) 
H. If that blows— 
E. If that blows and that 

seems to me, although I 
doubt if he is understood, he 
has really turned over back-
wards since he has been in 
there. However, can he, by 
talking, get a pardon? Clem-
ency from the Court? [....]? 

P. Yeah. And then so the 
point we have to, the bridge 
we have to cross there, that 
you have to cross I under-
stand quite soon, is what you 
do about Hunt and his pres-
ent finance? What do we do 
about that? 

D. Well, apparently Mitch-
ell and LaRue are now aware 
of it so they know haw he is 
feeling. 

P. True. Are they going to 
do anything? 

D. Well, I have not talked 
with either of them. Their 
positions are sympathetic. 

(Page 254) 
D. [...] Dwight, for. exam-

ple, hired himself a lawyer; 
Colson has retained a lawyer; 
and now that we are all start-
ing the self-protection cer-
tainly. 

P. Maybe we face the situa- 
tion [. . 	.] 

[Page 135] 
PRESIDENT: Yeah. That's 

right. That's the point. That's 
why I say I'm, I'm going to 
take a lot of the heat. 
[Coughs] Well, we have to 
realize that. Ah, the attrition 
is going to be rather consider-
able. That's your point, isn't 
it? 

DEAN: I think it, it's hard 
to prevent. Now, that's why I 
raise the point of, of this im-
munity concept again. That 
would take a lot of heat. Ob-
viously, the immunity might 
—But it also [unintelligible] 
you find cannot be struc-
tured, that you're con-
cerned about, there's some-
thing lurking here that has 
been brought to your atten-
tion of recent. 

DEAN: Uh, now is the time 
to get the facts. People have 
been protecting themselves. 
Dean couldn't get all the in-
formation. People wouldn't 
give it to him. Uh, there are 
indications now that there 
are other things, and you'd 
like to get all this informa-
tion and lay it before the 
public, but it's not going to 
come out if people are going 
to go take the Fifth Amend-
ment before a grand jury. It'll 
never be proved. I— 

PRESIDENT: And it isn't 
going to come out of a com-
mittee. 

(Page 136) 
DEAN: All right, is that, is 

that better? Or is it better 
to have, you know, just, just 
keep going and have the 
thing build up and all of a 
sudden collapse? And, and 
people get indicted and peo-
ple, uh, get tarnished. 

PRESIDENT: After we've 
stonewalled it? 

DEAN: After we've stone-
walled it, and after the Pres-
ident's been accused of cov-
ering up that way. 

PRESIDENT: That's the 
point. 

EHRLICHMAN: Or is there 
another way? 

PRESIDENT: Yeah, like—? 
EHRLICHMAN: Like the, 

the Dean statements, where 
the President then makes a 
full disclosure of everything 
which he then has. And is in 
a position if it does collapse 
at a later time to say, "Jesus, 
I had the F.B.I. and the 
Grand Jury, and I had my 
own counsel. I turned over 
every rock I could find. [. 

PRESIDENT: [ 	] I ask 
for a, a written report, 
which I think, uh, that—
which is very 'general, under-
stand. Understand, [laughs] 
I don't want to get all that 
God damned specific. I'm 
thinking now in far more 
general terms, having in 
mind the fact that the prob-
lem with a specific report is 
that, uh, this proves this one 
and that one that one, and 
you just prove something 

UNKNOWN: Dean couldn't 
get all the information. 
People wouldn't give it to 
him. There are things, there 
are a lot of things. And if you 
would like to get all of this 
information and you lay it 
before the public, but it is 
not going to come because. 
some people go to a Grand 
Jury and tell the truth. 

H. Lie? 
P. And it isn't going to 

come out of the Committee. 

(Pages 256-257) 
D. Alright, is that better? 

Or is it better to have (in-
audible) and things blow up 
and all of a sudden collapse? 
Think about it. 

H. After a little time, the 
President is accused of cov-
ering up that way. 

P. That isn't the point. 
E. Or is there another 

way? 
P. Yeah, like— 

E. The Dean statements, 
where the President then 
makes a bold disclosure of 
everything which he •then 
has. And is in a position if 
it does collapse at a later 
time to say, "I had the F.B.I. 
and the Grand Jury, and I 
had my own Counsel. I 
turned over every document 
I could find. ( 	 

(Page 257) 
P. [....] I asked for a writ-

ten report, which I •do not 
have, which is very general 
understand. I am thinking 
now in far more general 
terms, having in mind the 
facts, that where speicifics 
are concerned, make it very 
general, your investigation of 
the acse. Not that "this man 
is„ guilty, this man is not 
guilty," but "this man did do 

(Page, 255) 
P. Well, that is why I say 

on this one that we have to 
realize that the system is go-
ing to run and that is your 
problem. 

H. The only problem (in-
audible) 

D. It is structured. That 
your concern about. "There 
is something lurking here." 
Now is the time to get the 
facts before Richard Nixon 
himself. 



that you didn't do at a11. 
But if you make it rather 
general in terms of my—
your investigation indicates 
that this man did not do it, 
this man did not do it, this 
man did do that. You are 
going to have to say that, 
John, you know, like the, uh, 
Segretti-Chapin- 

(Pages 139.140) 
EHRLICHMAN: [.... ] But, 

uh, beyond that, the question 
is, did we, did we authorize it, 
did we condone it. 

PRESIDENT: Yeah. 
EHRLICHMAN: Did we 
PRESIDENT: Yeah. 
EHRLICHMAN: Support it? 

And that kind of thing. 
PRESIDENT: And that's 

that part of it. Getting back 
to the, uh, getting back to 
this, John, uh, you still sort 
of tilt to the panel idea 
yourself? 

PRESIDENT: Strachan. Do 
the same to him with it. 

DEAN: Strachan, 
PRESIDENT: Maybe. Not 

so much. 
UNIDENTIFIED: 	Maybe 

Jeb. 
DEAN: [Unintelligible] I 

think he has a problem. 
PRESIDENT:. Alt The prob 

lem of knowledge of it. 
HALMMAN: He has a 

problem of knowledge. Ma-
gruder has a problem of ac-
tion. 

PRESIDENT: Action and 
perjury. 

(Page 143) 
EHRLICHMAN: You im-

mediately eliminate one of 
your options. You can, well, 
you can eliminate the option 
of the President being able to 
taken the position he knew 
nothing about it. 

(Page 145) 
EHRLICHMAN: The, the 

only thing that we can say is 
for Ziegler to say, "Look, 
we've investigated back-
wardsand forwards in the 
White House, and we're sat-
isfied on the basis of the re-
port we have that nobody 
in the White House has been 
involved in a burglary; no-
body had notice of it, knowl-
edge of it, participated in the 
planning, or sided or abetted 
it in any way." 

PRESIDENT: Well, that's 
what you could say. 

EHRLICHMAN: And it hap-
pens to be true. 

PRESIDENT: Yeah. 
EHRLICHMAN: As for that 

transaction. 
PRESIDENT: [Laughs] Sure. 

As for that transaction. 
EHRLICHMAN: Right. 
PRESIDENT: Well, John, 

you, uh, you, uh, you must 
feel that's uh, is enough. 

DEAN: No [unintelligible]. 

that." You are going to have 
to say that, John. Segretti 
(inaudible) [....] 

(Page 261) 
E. [....] But beyond that, 

the question is did he Corn-
pletely authorize (inaudible) 

P. Yeah. Getting back to 
this John. You still tilt to 
the panel idea yourself? 

- 

Page 263 
P. STRACHAN. This 

wouldn't do anything to :him 
would it? 

D. STRACHAN? I weruid 
say yes. About the same,as 
Jeb. 

H. Do you think so? 
D. Yes. I think he has:,a 

problem.  
P. What is the problem 

about? 
H. He has a problem,, of 

knowledge. 
D. Magruder has a problem 

of action, action and perjury. 

(Page 267.) 
H. What are your options? 
E. Boy, if you could elimi-

mate the option by taking„a 
legal position. You knew 
nothing about it. 

(Page 269)   
E. The only thing we can 

say is that we have inve41- 
gated it backwards and ibt-
wards in the White House, 
and have been satisfied on 
the basis of the report we 
had that nobody in the White 
House has been involved in 
a burglary, nobody had notice 
of it, knowledge of it, par-
ticipated in the planning, or 
aided or abetted it in any 
way. And it happens to be 
true as for that transaction. 

P. John, you don't think 
that is enough? 

D. No, Mr. President. 

(The rest of the transcripts was not available for 
publication in this edition.) 


