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The House Judiciary Com-
mittee's transcript of the 
recorded White House Wat-
ergate conversations reveals 
that, as early as March 13, 
1973, President Nixon appar-
ently took the initiative in 
concealing the facts of Wat-
ergate from government in-
vestigators. 

On March 13 — eight days 
before Mr. Nixon has insist-
ed he first, earned of the 

.Watergate coverup — the 
President engaged in the fol-
lowing dialogue with then 
White House counsel John 
W. Dean III, according to 
the transcript released by 
t h e Judiciary Committee 
yesterday: 

"Well, what about 't h e  

hang-out thing?" Mr. Nixon 
asked Dean, employing the 
"hang-out" euphemism used 
synonymously in the White 
House with "letting it all 
hang out" 'Al' telling the 
truth. 

The President, who mo-
ments earlier had been told 
by Dean that White House 
aide Gordon. Strachan had 
known about the Watergate 
bugging operation in ad-
vance, continued: 

"Uh, is it too late to, to, 
frankly, go the hang-out 
road? Yes it is," Mr. Nixon 
stated in answer to his own 
question. 

The earlier White House 
transcript of this same con-
versation did not include 
Mr. Nixon's phrase "yes, it 
i s," and instead showed 
John Dean — not the Presi-
dent — initially rejecting the  

option o f 'following the 
"hang-out road." 

According to the Judiciary.  
committee transcript, the 
President's words `.`Yes, it 
is" were folloWed by this di-
alogue i n which Dean 
agreed it was too late for the 
hang-out road and the Presi-
dent again rejected the idea 
even more explicitly: 

Dean: "I think it is. I 
think — here's the — The 
hang-out road — " 

President: "The hang-out 
road's going to have to be 
rejected. I, some, I under-
stand it was rejected." 

In the White House ver-
sion of the same conversa-
tion, the President's last 
statement is characterized 
as "inaudible" after the 
words "The hang-out road 
. • 

 
'' 

The difference could prove  

significant in the Judiciary 
Committee's impeachment 
inquiry because the commit-
tee's version implies the 
President already knew as 
of March 13, 1973, that the 
option of cooperating with 
federal investigators had 
been foreclosed. 

There is no clear indica-
tion in either the White 
House or*  the committee's 
versions of who might have 
earlier rejected the option of 
full disclosure. 

Foe the past 15 months, 
Mr. Nixon has consistently 
maintained that h e first 
learned of the Watergate 
coverup on March 21, 1973, 
when he and Dean discussed 
the matter in the Oval-office 
for almost two hours. 

'The White House version 
of the March 13 conversation 
had already undermined Mr. 
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Nixon's position because of 
its disclosure that Dean told 
the President on that date of 
Strachan's alleged f o r e-
knowledge of the Watergate 
bugging operation. 

But, until yesterday's re-
lease. of the Judiciary Com-
mittee's transcript, A; here 
had been no strong indica-
tion that the  President 
might have already taken an 
active, decision-making role 
in the Watergate coverup as 
early as March 13. 

The March 13 conversa-
tion took place against the 
backdrop of White House 
plans, involving Mr. Nixon, 
for a then-upcoming investi-
gation and intensified in-
quiry by FBI and Justice 
Department investigators. 

• -Both 	versions • o f the 
March 13 meeting show the 
President as observing,  "I 

suppose we can't call that 
justice, can we?" when told 
by Dean that Strachan had 
already lied twice to federal 
investigators. 

However, in the Judiciary 
Committee version Dean 
tells the President of Stra-
chan: "He'll go in and stone-
wall it and say, 'I don't 
know anything about what 
you are talking about.' He 
has already done it twice, as 
you know, in interviews 
with federal investiga-

tors)." 
In the White house version 

of the same statement, Dean 
presents Strachan's future 
"stonewalling" as an option 
— not something already de-
cided upon — and does not 
so clearly indicate that Mr. 
Nixon might have 'already 
known of • earlier alleged 
lying b y Strachan. The 
White House version quotes 
Dean as folloWs: 

"He can go in and stone-
wall and say, 'I don't know 
anything about what you are 
talking about.' He has al-
ready done it twice you 
know, in interviews." 

The Judiciary Committee 
version of the March 13 con-
versation contains other ex-
amples of key statements ei-
ther not contained in the 
White House transcript or 
showing the President in a 
less favorable light than his 
own transcript. 

In one instance, according 
to the Judiciary Committee 
version: "A lot of . people 
around here had knowledge 
that something was going on 
over there," referring to the 
President's re-election com-
mittee. The statement is 
missing entirely from the 
edited White House tran-
script. 

At another point in the Ju-
diciary Committee t r 
script, the President "Said 
that Haldeman "must have 
known about" Donald H. Se- 
gretti; a California attorney 
who was a paid political,sab-
oteur on behalf of the Presi-
dent's re-election. There• is 
no comparable statementin .  
the White House transcripts: • 

Other portions not 'con-
tained in the White House 
transcripts indicate that the 
President might ha v e 
thought f o r me r Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell 
knew about the Watergate 
bugging hi advance. 

In both versions, Dean 
says in reference to Mitchell .  
that "I don't think he knew 
it was there." 	P. 1.44-c? 

But only in the JudiCiary 
Committee version does the' 
President reply: "You kid-
ding?" 


