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H
 

H
olding O

ur L
eaders to the C

ons L
uiion 

"B
y o

fficia
l IR

S
 ru

lin
g

 w
h

ich
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

d
o

esn
't co

n
test, h

e h
a

s received
 em

o
lu

m
en

ts 

f rom
 the U

.S. in addition to his regular salary." 

N
o

 o
th

er n
atio

n
 h

as b
een

 as su
ccess-

fu
l as th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates in

 m
ain

tain
in

g
 

a free so
ciety

. T
h

e b
u

lw
ark

 o
f A

m
eri-

can
 freed

o
m

 is th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
, w

h
ich

 
w

as carefu
lly

 w
ritten

 to
 p

ro
tect th

e 
p

eo
p

le fro
m

 th
e g

o
v

ern
m

en
t. 

B
u

t P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
 an

d
 th

e p
eo

p
le 

h
e b

ro
u

g
h

t in
to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se, in
 

p
u
rsu

it o
f th

eir p
o
litical g

o
als, h

av
e 

ex
ceed

ed
 th

e lim
its o

f th
e law

. T
h

ey
 

h
av

e claim
ed

 th
e rig

h
t to

 v
io

late fu
n
-

dam
ental freed

o
m

s. 
T

h
e rev

elatio
n

s h
av

e ro
ck

ed
 th

e n
a-

tio
n
, co

n
fu

sed
 th

e p
o
p
u
lace an

d
 d

i-
v
id

ed
 th

e electo
rate. T

h
e F

o
u
n
d
in

g
 F

a-
th

ers b
eliev

ed
 th

at th
e p

eo
p
le o

f th
is 

co
u

n
try

 h
ad

 b
o
th

 th
e stren

g
th

 o
f pur-

pose an
d

 th
e n

o
b

ility
 o

f sp
irit to

 m
ak

e 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t b
o
th

 resp
o
n
siv

e an
d
 re-

p
o
n
sib

le. 
It falls u

p
o
n
 th

e p
eo

p
le, th

erefo
re, to

 
en

d
 th

e ab
u
ses o

f p
o
w

er th
at th

reaten
 

th
eir freed

o
m

. F
o
r p

o
w

er co
rru

p
ts n

o
t 

o
n

ly
 th

o
se w

h
o

 ab
u

se it b
u

t w
h

o
le n

a-
tio

n
s as w

ell w
h
en

 th
ey

 to
lerate th

e 
abuse. 

A
s th

eir g
u

id
e, th

e p
eo

p
le m

u
st tu

rn
 

to
 th

e
 C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
, w

h
ic

h
 is th

e
 

source • o
f th

eir freed
o

m
. T

h
ey

 m
u

st 
h
o
ld

 th
eir elected

 lead
ers strictly

 to
 

the provisions of th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
. F

o
r 

if sm
all violations are tolerated, these 

b
eco

m
e p

reced
en

ts fo
r g

reat v
io

la-
tions. 

W
e called

 atten
tio

n
 last A

p
ril, fo

r 
exam

ple, to the C
onstitutional restric-

tions on the P
resident's pay. H

e is enti-
tled

 to
 co

m
p
en

satio
n
 fo

r h
is serv

ices, 
acco

rd
in

g
 tb

 th
e C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
, b

u
t h

e 
"shall not receive ... any other em

olu-
m

ent from
 the U

nited S
tates..", 

O
ur C

onstitutional footnote spurred 
th

e H
o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee in

to
 

taking a closer look at P
resident N

ix-
o

n
's h

o
m

e im
p

ro
v

em
en

ts. T
w

o
 staff 

m
em

b
ers, Jam

es R
eu

m
 an

d
 T

h
o
m

as 
P

ayne, interview
ed several C

alfornia  

co
n
tracto

rs ab
o
u
t th

eir 'w
o
rk

 o
n
 th

e 
presidential com

pound. 
T

hey have confirm
ed our reports, go-

ing back to O
ct. 3, 1972, that the P

resi-
d

en
t h

as sp
en

t th
e tax

p
ay

ers' m
o

n
ey

 to
 

en
h

an
ce h

is p
riv

ate p
ro

p
erty

. H
e fi-

n
ally

 accep
ted

 th
e fin

d
in

g
 o

f th
e In

ter-
n
al R

ev
en

u
e S

erv
ice th

at n
arly

 $
1
0
0
,-

0
0
0

 'w
o

rth
 o

f g
o
v
ern

m
en

t-p
aid

 h
o
m

e 
im

p
ro

v
em

en
ts sh

o
u
ld

 b
e d

eclared
 as 

personal incom
e. 

T
h
u
s b

y
 o

fficial IR
S

 ru
lin

g
 w

h
ich

 
the P

residennt doesn't contest, he has 
received em

olum
ents from

 the U
nited 

S
tatesA

n addition to his reg
u
lar salary

. 
T

h
is w

o
u

ld
 ap

p
ear to

 v
io

late th
e C

o
n

-
stitu

tio
n
. 

W
e h

ave also q
u

estion
ed

 w
h

eth
er 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
fficials, w

h
o
 accep

t ex
-

trav
ag

an
t v

acatio
n
s at th

e ex
p
en

se o
f 

fo
reig

n
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

ts, h
av

e tresp
assed

 
o

n
 th

e C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

. F
o

r a C
o

n
stitu

-
tio

n
a
l c

a
v
e
a
t c

le
a
rly

 o
u
tla

w
s a

n
y
 

"em
o
lu

m
en

t . .. o
f an

y
 k

in
d
 w

h
atev

er 
fro

m
 a

n
y
 K

in
g
, P

rin
c
e
, o

r fo
re

ig
n
 

state." 
W

e rep
o
rted

 S
en

. V
an

ce H
artk

e (D
-

In
d
.), h

is w
ife, h

is d
au

g
h
ter an

d
 tw

o
 

aid
es w

h
irled

 th
ro

u
g
h
 fiv

e n
atio

n
s in

 
th

ree w
eek

s. H
e so

ak
ed

 th
e A

m
erican

 
tax

p
ay

ers fo
r h

is o
w

n
 trav

el b
ills an

d
 

d
rew

 th
e leg

al lim
it-o

f $
7
5
' p

er d
ay

 in
 

U
.S

. co
u

n
terp

art fu
n

d
s. B

u
t v

irtu
ally

 
all h

is o
th

er ex
p
en

ses w
ere co

v
ered

 b
y
 

his foreign hosts. F
rom

 Iran to C
eylon,  

th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

ts p
ick

ed
 u

p
 h

is lo
cal 

h
o
tel an

d
 trav

el b
ills. 

C
a
p

ito
l H

ill's p
re

m
ie

r ju
n

k
e
te

e
r, 

R
ep

. R
ich

ard,  H
an

n
a (D

-C
alif.) reg

u
-

larly
 ex

p
lo

res th
e ex

o
tic co

rn
ers o

f th
e 

g
lo

b
e. H

e g
alliv

an
ted

 aro
u
n
d
. th

e F
ar 

E
ast last Jan

u
ary

, h
e ad

m
itted

 to
 u

s, 
"as a g

u
est o

f th
e P

ertam
in

a O
il C

o
m

-
p

a
n

y
," w

h
ic

h
 h

a
p

p
e
n

s to
 b

e
 In

d
o

-
n
esia's n

atio
n
al o

il firm
. 

L
ast A

p
ril, a d

o
zen

 co
n

g
ressio

n
al 

staff m
em

b
ers flew

 to
 T

aiw
an

 fo
r a 

w
e
e
k
's v

a
c
a
tio

n
 fin

a
n
c
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

C
h
ian

g
 K

ai-sh
ek

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t. S
o
u
th

 
V

ietnam
 has also invited congressional 

em
p
lo

y
ees o

n
 all-ex

p
en

ses-p
aid

 trip
s. 

E
ig

h
t staff m

em
b
ers trav

eled
 free to

 
S

aig
o

n
 recen

tly
, fo

r ex
am

p
le, to

 v
iew

 
"p

resen
t realities" in

 S
o
u
th

east A
sia. 

A
t th

e req
u

est o
f R

ep
. Jack

 K
em

p
 

(R
 N

.Y
.), the H

ouse E
thics C

om
m

ittee 
h
as n

o
w

 p
u
t o

u
t an

 "ad
v
iso

ry
 o

p
in

io
n
" 

o
n
 th

e su
b
ject o

f trav
elin

g
 at th

e ex
-

pense of foreign governm
ents. A

n aide 
to

 K
em

p
 h

ad
 b

een
 o

ffered
 a free trip

, 
an

d
 th

e co
n

g
ressm

an
 w

an
ted

 to
 ch

eck
 

on its legality. 
T

h
e H

o
u
se E

th
ics C

o
m

m
ittee rarely

 
issu

es an
 o

p
in

io
n

, m
u

ch
 less o

n
e th

at 
is can

d
id

 an
d

 clear. B
u

t th
is tim

e, th
e 

c
o

m
m

itte
e
 w

a
s q

u
ite

 su
c
c
in

c
t: 

"A
ccep

tan
ce o

f trav
el o

r' liv
in

g
 ex

p
en

-
ses in

 sp
ecie, o

r in
 k

in
d
 b

y
 a M

em
b
er 

o
r em

p
lo

y
ee o

f th
e H

o
u
se o

f R
ep

re-
sen

tativ
es fro

M
 an

y
 fo

reig
n
 g

o
v
ern

- 

m
en

t. o
fficial o

r rep
resen

tativ
e th

ereo
f 

is . . . prohibited." 
T

h
e 1

9
6
6
 F

o
reig

n
 G

ifts an
d
 D

eco
ra-

tio
n
s A

ct, w
h
ich

 seek
s to

 im
p
lem

en
t 

th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
al restrictio

n
, sp

ecifi-
cally

 p
ro

h
ib

its g
o

v
ern

m
en

t o
fficials 

fro
m

 accep
tin

g
 v

alu
ab

le g
ifts fro

m
 fo

r-
eig

n
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
ts. T

h
e g

ifts are su
p

-
p
o
sed

 to
 b

e tu
rn

ed
 in

to
 th

e S
tate D

e-
p
artm

en
t. 

W
e rep

o
rted

 last F
eb

. 1
5
 th

at th
e 

F
irst F

am
ily

's jew
eler k

ep
t th

ick
 b

o
o

k
s 

o
f th

e N
ix

o
n

 jew
elry

, "listin
g

 th
e g

em
s 

o
f T

ricia an
d

 R
o

se M
ary

 W
o

o
d

s, th
e 

P
re

sid
e
n

t's lo
y

a
l se

c
re

ta
ry

, a
n

d
 a

 
sm

aller b
o
o
k
 fo

r Ju
lie." 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st co

lu
m

n
ist M

ax
in

e 
C

h
e
sh

ire
, d

ig
g
in

g
 d

e
e
p
e
r, re

p
o
rte

d
 

th
at P

at N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 retain

ed
 cu

sto
d
y
 o

f 
$

5
2

,0
0

0
 w

o
rth

 o
f jew

elry
 p

resen
ted

 b
y

 
the S

audi A
rabian royal fam

ily. 
S

u
b

seq
u

en
tly

, o
th

er to
p

 o
fficials, in

-
clu

d
in

g
 fo

rm
er V

ice P
resid

en
t S

p
iro

 
A

g
n
ew

, fo
rm

er S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate W
il-

liam
 R

o
g
ers, S

en
s. H

u
b
ert H

u
m

p
h
rey

 
(D

-M
inn.) and J. W

illiam
 F

ulbright (D
-

A
rk

.) h
av

e h
astily

 su
b
m

itted
 jew

elry
 

an
d

 o
th

er v
alu

ab
le item

s to
 th

e S
tate 

D
ep

artm
en

t fo
r catalo

g
u

in
g

. 	
• 

D
ep

u
ty

 C
o

m
p

tro
ller G

en
eral R

o
b

ert 
K

eller, w
h
o
 d

rafted
 th

e leg
al o

p
in

io
n
 

o
n

 fo
reig

n
 trav

el, to
ld

 u
s th

at alth
o

u
g

h
 

th
e C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
 an

d
 th

e g
ifts law

 p
ro

-
h
ib

it fo
reig

n
 em

o
lu

m
en

ts, n
o
 p

en
alties 

ex
ist fo

r en
fo

rcin
g

 th
e p

ro
h

ib
itio

n
. 

T
h

e In
d

ep
en

d
en

ce D
ay

 w
eek

en
d

 is 
an

 ap
p

ro
p

riate tim
e to

 rev
iew

 an
d

 re-
v
italize o

u
r C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
al h

eritag
e. 

T
h

e
 C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
, it se

e
m

s to
 u

s, 
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e
 in

v
io

la
te

. Its p
ro

v
isio

n
s 

sh
o
u
ld

 b
e
 e

n
fo

rc
e
d
. Its d

o
c
trin

e
 o

f 
freedom

 should be held sacred. 
U

n
d
er th

e C
o
n
stitu

tio
n
, A

m
erican

 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t m
u
st b

e refo
rm

ed
 an

d
 re-

defined, not by revolution but by resto-
ratio

n
. ©

 1
9

7
4

, U
n

ited
 F

eatu
re S

y
n

d
icate 


