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D
oubt, confusion over N

ixon's health 
B

y F
raser K

ent 
K

night N
ew

s Service 

M
IA

M
I —

 
M

aj. G
en. W

alter T
kach, P

resi-
dent N

ixon's personal physician, has said his pa-
tient is "out of danger" but has refused to identi-
fy the Ideation of the blood clot in N

ixon's left 
leg. T

his has been interpreted by som
e special-

ists in cardiovascular disease to m
ean that the 

P
resident's throm

bophlebitis m
ay'be m

ore seri-
ous than has been disclosed. 

T
heir fears have been reinforced by denials 

and reassurances by W
hite H

ouse press officers 
that since have proven false. 

A
ll that is know

n is that there is a blood clot 
o
r 'th

ro
m

b
u
s') asso

ciated
 w

ith a localized in-
flam

m
ation

 of a vein
 in

 th
e leg. T

h
ere is little 

chance of it breaking free, and there is no indica-
tion that surgery w

ill be needed. 
Specialists agree that it is im

possible to de-
term

ine how
 serious the condition is or w

hat risk 
th

ere is of lon
g - term

 com
p

lication
s w

ith
ou

t 
know

ing w
hich vein is 

involved and at w
hich 

point. 

T
he general rule is that the higher the point 

of inflam
m

ation the m
ore serious the m

edical 
/ problem

s, they said. 
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 A
s P

resident N
ixon re-

laxed in F
lorida, reports circulated yesterday 

about his next trip —
 a possible excursion to 

Japan in A
ugust. 

A
 W

hite H
ouse spokesinan said that plans 

fo
r fu

rth
er o

v
erseas 

travel "
are n

ot yet 
fixed," but reaffirm

ed that N
ixon expects to 

visit Japan som
etim

e this year. 

S
om

e W
hite H

ouse sources confirm
ed yes-

terday that there has been discussion about a 
possible trip to Japan in A

ugust. B
ut publicly, 

there w
as no such confirm

ation. 

T
h
e v

ein
s o

f th
e leg

, w
hich steadily push 

blood back up to the lungs for a fresh supply of 
oxygen, 

becom
es larger 

as they approach the 
groin. 

A
s the vein increases in size —

 up to a half-
inch in diam

eter —
 so does the clot that w

ould 
b
lo

ck
 it. A

 th
ro

m
b
u
s m

ay
 b

e larg
e enough to

'  

obstruct the leg's largest vein, said D
r. A

rthur .J 
H

ayes Jr. of P
ennsylvania S

tate U
niversity M

ed-
ical S

chool, and m
ay be up to a foot long. 

T
he larger the clot, the m

ore com
pletely it 

w
ould block the blood's flow

 into the lung if it 
broke free and shot up to the pulm

onary vein. 
T

here, it w
ould stop the flow

 of blood through the 
lungs into the right side of the heart. 

T
he B

oston G
lobe reported yesterday that 

som
e sp

ecialists in
 p

h
leb

itis "
are exp

ressin
g 

grave concern about 
th

e w
ay

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
case w

as diagnosed and treated." 

Q
uoting unnam

ed doctors, the new
spaper 

said
 th

e P
resid

en
t's case "w

as n
o
t d

iag
n
o
sed

 
w

ith the m
ost sophisticated m

ethods available." 
T

herefore, the doctors said, the diagnosis m
ay 

have been inaccurate, and there m
ight actually 

be no threat to N
ixon's life. 

O
n the other hand, the G

lobe said, "If the 
diagnosis w

as correct, som
e doctors think that 

the P
resident did not receive the treatm

ent cell-
sidered routine in such cases." 

T
he disorder w

as diagnosed June 10 but w
as 

kept secret until June 24. 


