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Interpreting the C
olson S

cenario 

"Is it possible that C
olson—

a bright and know
l- 

edgeable and disciplined m
an—

is m
aking one 

of the great sacrifice plays of history?" 

A
 m

an
 w

h
o
 ex

p
erien

ces a relig
io

u
s 

=
 o

n
v
ersio

n
 tells th

e tru
th

. W
e all k

n
o
w

 
h
at. B

u
t w

h
at if th

e m
an

 is o
n
ly

 fak
-

- rig
 a relig

io
u
s co

n
v
ersio

n
? 

O
r w

h
at if h

e's crazy
? 

I raise th
ese q

u
estio

n
s b

ecau
se reli-

io
u
s co

n
v
ert C

h
arles C

o
lso

n
 h

as n
o
w

 
,o

m
e
 fo

rw
a
rd

 w
ith

 th
e
 fo

llo
w

in
g
 

n
eg

atio
n
s: 

(1) T
h
a
t th

e
 C

e
n
tra

l In
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 

g
e
n
c
y
 c

a
rrie

d
 o

u
t a

n
 e

sp
io

n
a
g
e
 

"', ro
g
ram

 o
n
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se "in

 o
rd

er 
a g

et w
h
at th

ey
 w

an
ted

 fro
m

 th
e P

res-
_
 len

t o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates." 

(2) T
h
at th

e ag
en

cy
 h

elp
ed

 carry
 o

u
t 

ae .E
llsb

erg
 b

u
rg

lary
 an

d
 th

at o
f th

e 
lem

o
cratic N

atio
n
al C

o
m

m
ittee, an

d
 

iat th
e reaso

n
 fo

r th
e latter b

reak
-in

 
'as to

 try
 to

 fin
d
 o

u
t h

o
w

 m
u
ch

 D
em

o
-

'ate N
atio

n
al C

o
m

m
ittee ch

airm
an

 
,airy

 O
'B

rien
 k

n
ew

 ab
o
u
t a C

IA
 co

n
-

ectio
n
 w

ith
 H

o
w

ard
 H

u
g
h
es. 

T
h
e first o

f th
ese alleg

atio
n
s is im

-
o
ssib

le
 to

 b
e
lie

v
e
; th

e
 se

c
o
n
d
 is 

terely
 v

ery
 d

ifficu
lt to

 b
eliev

e. 
W

h
at w

o
u
ld

—
o
r co

u
ld

—
th

e C
IA

 
can

t fro
m

 th
e P

resid
en

t? A
n
d
 w

h
at 

o
u
ld

 a lo
w

-lev
el ag

en
t (E

. H
o
w

ard
 

'possibly find out?' 

If th
e H

o
w

ard
 H

u
g
h
es o

rg
an

izatio
n
 

w
as indeed a "cover" for C

IA
, and C

IA
 

w
an

ted
 to

 k
n
o
w

 h
o
w

 m
u
ch

 O
'B

rien
 

k
n
ew

 o
f th

e relatio
n
sh

ip
, w

h
y
 n

o
t ask

 
th

e H
u
g
h
es o

rg
an

izatio
n
? 

T
h
e w

h
o
le th

in
g
 is so

 p
rep

o
stero

u
s 

th
at to

 arg
u
e it is to

 m
ak

e n
o
n
sen

se 
seem

 credible. 

R
eporters from

 the m
ajor new

spapers 
h
av

e g
o
n
e o

v
6
r th

e C
o
lso

n
 lin

e sin
ce 

h
e
 first sp

o
u
te

d
 it to

 S
e
n
. H

o
w

a
rd

 
B

ak
er (R

-T
en

n
.) last su

m
m

er. T
h
ey

 
found nothing in it. 

A
 S

en
ate co

m
m

ittee h
as q

u
estio

n
ed

 
fo

rm
er C

IA
 d

irecto
r R

ich
ard

 H
elm

s 
an

d
 g

iv
er. h

im
 a clean

 b
ill. T

h
e S

en
ate 

W
aterg

ati co
m

m
ittee in

v
estig

ato
rs  

a
lso

 lo
o
k
e
d
 in

to
 th

e
 c

h
a
rg

e
s. T

h
e
y
 

d
id

n
't th

in
k
 th

in
 w

o
rth

 airin
g
 in

 p
u
b
-

lic session. 

B
u
t th

e fact th
at a relig

io
u
s co

n
v
ert 

is p
u
ttin

g
 o

u
t th

is stu
ff w

ill m
ak

e it 
c
re

d
ib

le
 to

 so
m

e
. O

th
e
rs m

a
y
 a

sk
 

w
hether the C

olson conversion is real. 
Is it p

o
ssib

le th
at C

o
lso

n
—

a b
rig

h
t 

an
d
 k

n
o
w

led
g
eab

le an
d
 d

iscip
lin

ed
 

m
an—

is m
aking one of the great sacri-

fice p
lay

s o
f h

isto
ry

? C
o
n
sid

er th
is 

scen
ario

: 
H

e ex
p
erien

ces a relig
io

u
s co

n
v
er-

sio
n
 w

h
ich

 g
iv

es h
im

 cred
ib

ility
. T

h
en

 
h
e p

lead
s g

u
ilty

 to
 a crim

e w
ith

 w
h
ich

 
h
e w

as n
ev

er ch
arg

ed
, av

o
id

in
g
 larg

er 
and m

ore susbtantive accusations. 
H

 th
en

 co
n
fesses th

at th
e P

resid
en

t  

a
d
v
ise

d
 h

im
 to

 c
o
m

m
it th

e
 le

sse
r 

crim
e—

th
at o

f p
u
ttin

g
 o

u
t d

ero
g
ato

ry
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u
t D

an
iel E

llsb
erg

. 
T

h
u
s h

e im
p
licates th

e P
resid

en
t, b

u
t 

g
e
n
tly

. M
r. N

ix
o
n
 w

ill n
o
t b

e
 im

-
p
each

ed
 fo

r p
u
ttin

g
 o

u
t d

ero
g
ato

ry
 in

-
fo

rm
atio

n
. W

h
at sen

ato
r o

r rep
resen

ta-
tiv

e h
asn

't d
o
n
e th

e sam
e? 

A
nd finally, the religious.convert, his 

b
eliev

ab
ility

 n
o
w

 b
u
ttressed

 b
y
 h

av
in

g
 

m
ad

e a ch
arg

e ag
ain

st th
e P

resid
en

t, 
c
o
n
fe

sse
s th

a
t th

e
 re

a
lly

 se
rio

u
s 

'W
aterg

ate w
ere co

m
m

itted
 n

o
t b

y
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t b
u
t b

y
 th

e C
IA

. 

M
o
reo

v
er, h

e testifies, th
e P

resid
en

t 
w

a
n
te

d
 to

 in
v
e
stig

a
te

 th
e
se

 se
rio

u
s 

crim
es an

d
 b

rin
g
 th

e crim
in

als to
 -ju

s-
tice, b

u
t h

is "b
etter n

atu
re" p

rev
ailed

. 
H

e in
sisted

 o
n
 p

ro
tectin

g
 h

is co
u
n
try

's 
in

tellig
en

ce serv
ices. 

S
o
 w

h
a
t w

a
s th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t to

 d
o
, 

poor, innocent, advantaged m
an? 

T
h
is sto

ry
 fin

ish
ed

, C
o
lso

n
 g

o
es to

 
jail fo

r a y
ear. 1

3
u
t h

is su
p
erio

r g
o
es 

free. 

A
 p

rep
o
stero

u
s scen

ario
? N

o
t m

o
re 

so
, I th

in
k
, th

an
 th

e o
n
e C

o
lso

n
 is try-

ing to sell. al 1974, L
os A

ngeles T
im

es 


