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M
r. N

ixon: L
inking H

is F
uture W

ith D
etente 

M
O

S
C

O
W

—
P

erm
eating every aspect 

of the m
urky sum

m
it m

eeting here is 
d
eep

 S
o
v
iet u

n
certain

ty
 o

v
er th

e fu
-

tu
re o

f P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
, th

e cen
tral 

topic of conversation by everyone here 
—

ex
cep

t M
r. N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 th

e S
o
v
iet 

leaders 'them
selves. 

T
he P

resident's calculated and self-
serv

in
g
 effo

rts to
 en

sh
rin

e d
eten

te as 
a sp

ecial N
ix

o
n
 creatio

n
—

its fu
tu

re 
coexistent w

ith M
s ow

n—
has both em

-
b
arrassed

 an
d
 an

g
ered

 h
is S

o
v
iet 

h
o
sts. A

 lead
in

g
 W

estern
 an

aly
st 

called it "outrageous." 
Indeed

o the real reason for the ex-
trao

rd
in

ary
 ch

an
g
e in

 th
e o

fficial 
translation of M

r. N
ixon's celebrated 

toast to C
om

m
unist P

arty leader L
eo-

n
id

 B
rezh

n
ev

 at th
e state d

in
n
er last 

w
eek

, w
h
ich

 cred
ited

 d
eten

te to
 h

is 
"clo

se p
erso

n
al relatio

n
sh

ip
" w

ith
 

B
rezhnev, w

as that it appalled and of-
fended B

rezhnev him
self. It appeared 

to
 elev

ate B
rezh

v
ev

 to
 h

eig
h
ts u

n
ac-

ceptable to the C
om

m
unist P

arty hier-
archy. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 B

rezh
n
ev

 is n
o
w

 at th
e 

p
eak

 o
f h

is p
erso

n
al p

restig
e an

d
 

pow
er, the cult of the individual w

ent 
out w

ith N
ikita K

hrushchev. F
ar m

ore 
im

portant, how
ever, is the fact that de-

tente becam
e an object of highest S

o-
vtet policy not by any B

rezhnev w
him

 
but by decree of the 24th 'P

arty C
on-

gress in A
pril 1971. 

T
he translation changed M

r. N
ixon's 

p
h
rase "clo

se p
erso

n
al relatio

n
sh

ip
" 

w
ith

 B
rezh

n
ev

 to
 "relatio

n
s b

etw
een

 
us." A

s one w
ell-inform

ed S
oviet ex-

p
ert to

ld
 u

s: "W
e h

av
e n

ev
er b

ased
 

any foreign policy ever on the claim
 of 

a personal relationship and w
e do not 

intend to start now
." 

N
o w

ord of this S
oviet displeasure 

w
as allo

w
ed

 to
 sift th

ro
u
g
h
 to

 M
r. 

N
ixon. Indeed, every public pronounce-

m
ent uttered by S

oviet leaders here is 
carefu

lly
 screen

ed
 to

 av
o
id

 an
y
 sem

-
blance of veiled criticism

 of the P
resi-

d
en

t. T
h
at is a m

easu
re o

f d
elicacy

•
w

ith
 w

h
ic

h
 th

e
 K

re
m

lin
 h

a
s a

p
-

proached its 1974 negotiating sessions 
w

ith a P
resident w

ho is here today—
but m

ay be gone tom
orrow

. 
Y

et, beneath this placid surface, the 
party's ruling establishm

ent is 'asking 
critical q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t R

ich
ard

 M
. 

N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 th

e fu
tu

re o
f d

eten
te. F

o
r 

exam
ple, it is felt that since M

r. N
ix- 

o
n
's 1

9
7
2
 p

led
g
e fo

r v
ast U

.S
. trad

e 
cred

its to
 th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
, an

d
 h

is 
p
ro

m
ise to

 ex
ten

d
 tariff eq

u
ality

 to
 

M
oscow

, are still unfulfilled because 
of congressional resistance, he should 
have brought a congressional delega-
tio

n
 w

ith
 h

im
 to

 th
e su

m
m

it. B
u
t in

 
fact, th

e P
resid

en
t w

as n
o
t ab

o
u
t to

 
share any sum

m
it glory w

ith the D
em

-
ocratic C

ongress. 
M

o
re im

p
o
rtan

t, it is n
o
w

 b
ein

g
 

w
id

ely
 b

u
t p

riv
ately

 said
 th

at M
r. 

N
ixon should have explained the pit-

falls of congressional politics before he 
p
ro

m
ised

 so
 m

u
ch

 in
 th

e w
ay

 o
f ex

-
panded trade tw

o years ago. A
lthough 

n
o
 w

o
rd

 o
f C

o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
 d

isen
-

chantm
ent has seeped into the tightly 

controlled party press about the abys-
m

al failu
re o

f th
e U

.S
. to

 d
eliv

er o
n
 

th
o
se N

ix
o
n
 p

ro
m

ises, th
ere is p

ro
-

found regret w
ithin the top leadership. 

T
h
a
t re

g
re

t c
o
u
ld

 b
o
o
m

e
ra

n
g
 o

n
 

B
rezhnev if the trade stalem

ate contin-
ues m

uch longer. 

M
oreover, a feeling of unease is be-

ginning to perm
eate high party levels 

about the continuing instability of the 
A

m
erican governm

ent, including pub-
lish

ed
 rep

o
rts in

 th
e A

m
erican

 p
ress 

about dissension betw
een M

r. N
ixon 

an
d
 h

is S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate. K
issin

g
er 

is reg
ard

ed
 h

ere as critically
 im

p
o
r-

tant to the process of detente. 
T

h
e attack

 o
n
 K

issin
g
er b

y
 lib

eral 
D

em
o
crats an

d
 "o

th
er p

o
w

erfu
l ele-

m
ents" in W

ashington, in the w
ords of 

one theoretician here, is beyond com
-

p
reh

en
sio

n
 in

 th
is co

u
n
try

 o
f m

o
n
o
-

lithic bureaucratic solidarity. C
oupled 

w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t's failu
re to

 sp
eak

 
o
u
t fo

r K
issin

g
er, th

is b
o
th

 d
istu

rb
s 

and distracts S
oviet leaders. 

N
one of this m

eans that detente has 
been w

eakened as fundam
ental S

oviet 
policy. T

o the contrary, the m
ere fact 

th
at th

e lead
ersh

ip
 h

ere is treatin
g
 

this third sum
m

it w
ith exquisite deli-

cacy and m
aking so obvious a public 

effort to ignore M
r. N

ixon's vulnerabil-
ity

 p
o
in

ts th
e o

th
er w

ay
: D

eten
te is 

still perceived as vital to S
oviet inter-

ests stretch
in

g
 far b

ey
o
n
d
 th

e en
d
 o

f 
R

ichard N
ixon's presidency. 

B
ut the m

ood is uneasy, the atm
os-

phere m
urky and the accom

plishm
ents 

m
eager. A

s one leading A
m

ericanolo-
gist told us: "T

he cream
 is off the top 

of the bottle and w
e are trying hard to 

keep the m
ilk from

 going sour." 
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"D
etente is still perceived as vital to Soviet 

interests stretching far beyond the end of R
ich- 

ard N
ixon's presidency." 


