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W
hite H

ouse S
trategy: D

ivide and C
onquer 

T
he essentiality to P

resident N
ixon's 

d
efen

se o
f th

e p
resen

t p
artisan

 sp
lit 

w
ithin the H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee 

can be m
easured by the hard fact that 

presidential defense law
yer Jam

es S
t. 

C
lair did not really m

ake his case last 
w

eek. 
S

t. C
lair, en

g
ag

in
g
 an

d
 q

u
ick

-w
it-

ted
, is a su

p
erb

 trial law
y
er. B

u
t h

is 
tw

o-day presentation of evidence w
as 

generally unconvincing. "I'd call it just 
so

-so
," o

n
e fen

ce-sittin
g
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 
m

em
b
er to

ld
 u

s. H
e an

d
 o

th
ers w

h
o
 

really
 h

av
e n

o
t m

ad
e u

p
 th

eir m
in

d
s 

on im
peachm

ent,agreed that S
t. C

lair 
failed to refute adequately accusations 
that P

resident N
ixon authorized hush-

m
oney paym

ents to E
. H

ow
ard H

unt. 
B

u
t w

h
ile S

t. C
lair's su

b
stan

tiv
e 

presentation fell flat, he and the P
resi-

dent's staunchest allies on the com
m

it-
tee did succeed last w

eek in polarizing 
th

e co
m

m
ittee alo

n
g
 p

artisan
 lin

es as 
n
ev

er b
efo

re. T
h
e p

o
larizatio

n
 w

ill 
co

n
tin

u
e fo

r th
e tim

e b
ein

g
. Ju

st as 
the D

em
ocratic m

ajority last w
eek re-

stricted S
t. C

lair's w
itness list, it is ex-

pected in another party-line vote today 
to reject opening exam

ination of w
it-

nesses to public view
. 

Im
peachm

ent, then, m
ay boil dow

n 
to

 th
is: w

ill th
e g

en
u
in

e an
g
er o

f R
e-

publicans against C
hairm

an P
eter R

o-
dino and his D

em
ocratic m

ajortiy ob-
scu

re th
eir serio

u
s co

n
sid

eratio
n
 o

f 
M

r. N
ixon's guilt or innocence? 

Just a sm
all fraction of the 38 com

-
m

ittee m
em

b
ers are affected

. S
ix

 o
r 

possibly seven of the com
m

ittee's 17 
R

epublicans are genuinely undecided, 
w

ith
 th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 th

at th
ey

 m
ig

h
t  

e
n
d
 u

p
 v

o
tin

g
 fo

r im
p
e
a
c
h
m

e
n
t. 

W
hether they do or not m

ight w
ell de-

term
in

e th
e o

u
tco

m
e o

n
 th

e H
o
u
se 

floor. 

C
onsequently, W

hite H
ouse strategy 

for m
onths has been to fom

ent a parti-
san

 sp
lit w

ith
in

 th
e co

m
m

ittee. M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
's aid

es w
ere b

itterly
 d

isap
-

pointed that R
epublicans backed R

o-
dino's subpoenas for presidential tapes, 
an

d
 sin

ce th
en

 h
av

e p
u
sh

ed
 h

ard
 to

 
m

obilize those R
epublicans behind S

t. 
C

lair's procedural dem
ands. 

T
h
e P

resid
en

t's u
n
w

ittin
g
 allies in

 
th

is p
o
larizatio

n
 h

av
e b

een
 H

o
u
se 

D
em

ocrats, including M
ajority L

eader 
T

hom
as P

. O
'N

eill, w
ho have pressed 

the com
m

ittee to vote im
peachm

ent by 
m

id-July as scheduled. W
hen it seem

ed 
tw

o
 w

eek
s ag

o
 th

at th
e co

m
m

ittee 
m

ig
h
t slip

 a m
o
n
th

 o
n
 th

at sch
ed

u
le, 

m
any D

em
ocrats—

including som
e on 

the com
m

ittee—
urged less deliberation 

and m
ore speed. U

nder such pressure, 
R

o
d
in

o
 h

as b
een

 ab
ru

p
t in

 rejectin
g
 

S
t. C

lair's tim
e-consum

ing requests. 
B

u
t b

ey
o
n
d
 h

aste, th
ere is D

em
o
-

cratic ex
asp

eratio
n
 w

ith
 S

t. C
lair's 

double standard. S
om

e senior D
em

o-
cratic co

n
g
ressm

en
 n

o
t o

n
 th

e co
m

-
m

ittee h
av

e p
riv

ately
 ask

ed
 R

o
d
in

o
 

w
hether, in the interests of bipartisan-

sh
ip

, h
e m

ig
h
t n

o
t b

e m
o
re co

n
cilia-

to
ry

 to
w

a
rd

 S
t. C

la
ir's re

q
u
e
sts. 

R
odino replied he could not be forth-

com
ing w

hen the P
resident cavalierly 

defied subpoenas but dem
anded strict 

rules of evidence follow
ed in m

aking 
his defense. 

T
h
u
s, S

t. C
lair's g

am
e p

lan
: sto

n
e- 

w
alling tactics help produce the parti-

san split w
hich in turn leads R

epubli-
cans to overlook the stonew

alling. O
ne 

m
oderate R

epublican com
m

ittee m
em

-
ber w

ho six w
eeks ago w

as w
illing to 

im
peach M

r. N
ixon for defiance of con-

gressional subpoenas told us his rage 
has been diverted aw

ay from
 the P

resi-
dent and tow

ard R
odino. 

Indeed, partisan squabbling has di-
verted the entire com

m
ittee's attention 

aw
ay from

 the stonew
alling. S

t. C
lair's 

attem
p
ted

 refu
tatio

n
 o

f th
e h

u
sh

-
m

o
n
ey

 accu
satio

n
 in

 a case in
 p

o
in

t. 
Im

m
ed

iately
 b

efo
re th

e fam
ed

 h
u
sh

-
m

o
n
ey

 co
n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 Jo

h
n
 W

. 
D

ean III on M
arch 21, 1973, M

r. N
ixon 

sp
en

t 5
7
 m

in
u
tes alo

n
e w

ith
 H

. R
. 

H
aldem

an. D
id m

oney paym
ents com

e 
up in that conversation? T

he com
m

it-
tee does not know

, because the P
resi-

dent has refused to turn over the tape 
recording—

a fact overlooked by R
e-

publican com
m

ittee m
em

bers in their 
anger against R

odino. 

In this clim
ate, D

em
ocrats grum

ble 
privately that R

epublican m
em

bers are 
g
ettin

g
 th

eir m
arch

in
g
 o

rd
ers fro

m
 

H
ouse M

inority L
eader John R

hodes 
an

d
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. W

h
en

 su
ch

 
charges drift back to the R

epublicans, 
partisan ferocity is fanned. 

S
o
, th

e co
m

m
ittee's R

ep
u
b
lican

s 
w

ere not disturbed w
hen presidential 

counselor D
ean B

urch referred to the 
im

p
each

m
en

t in
q
u
iry

 as a "p
artisan

 
lynch m

ob." A
 m

onth ago, m
ost com

-
m

ittee R
ep

u
b
lican

s w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e d
e-

n
o
u
n
ced

 B
u
rch

. N
o
n
e d

id
 last w

eek
. 

O
ne R

epublican, never a N
ixon apolo-

g
ist, referred

 to
 B

u
rch

's in
v
ectiv

e as 

L
aw

yer Jam
es St. C

lair 

"excessive but certainly understanda-
ble." 

S
t. C

lair's problem
 w

ill be to m
ain-

tain that polarization w
ithin the com

-
m

ittee through the w
eeks ahead as the 

co
n
g
ressm

en
 ap

p
ro

ach
 th

eir ren
d
ez-

v
o
u
s w

ith
 h

isto
ry

. D
ifficu

lt th
o
u
g
h
 

that task w
ill be, it w

ill be doubly nec-
essary w

hen com
m

ittee counsel John 
D

oar begins to sum
 up the case against 

the P
resident. 
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