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WASHINGTON, June 27— inform the public” about

H. R. Haldeman asked the
United States District Court
here today to let him put news
reporters and columnists on
the witness stand in an attempt
to prove that Government
“leaks” had destroyed his pros-
pects for a fair trial in the
Watergate cover-up case.

Mr. Haldeman, once Presi-
dent Nixon’s chief of staff,
gave Judge John J. Sirica a
34-page affidavit summarizing
122 news items and a set of
book advertisements that, ac-
cording to his summaries, all
portrayed him in an unfavor-
able light. -

The affidavit was accom-
panied by a memorandum from
his lawyers, John J. Wilson
and Frank H. Stricklet, con-
tending that Mr. Haldeman
could not get a “fair and im-
partial trial” because of “mas-
sive prejudicial pretrial pub-
licity: emanating mainly from
Government sources.”

Judge Sirica is considering
motions by Mr. Haldeman and
other defendants in the case
to dismiss the "charges -on the
ground of publicity.

Today’s filing by the Halde-|

man defense was a last-minute
attempt to buttress its case on
the dismissal motions.

The  Haldeman lawyers
made two basic points, as fol-
lows:

1. That the Government had
- made “a conscious choice to

Watergate “at the expense
of prejudicing future crimi-
nal trials,” and that, as a re-
sult, the Government must

pay the price of having those
- trials dismissed.

2. That “much” of the pretrial
publicity had resulted from
“Government misconduct”
in the form of “leaks.”

The lawyers based their first
argument largely on the fact
that the Senate Watergate
committee held its televised
hearings last summer over the
objections of Archibald Cox,
then the special prosecutor.

“The Senate committee de-
cided that public hearings were
more important than preserv-
ing the fairness of later crimi-
nal trials,” the lawyers said in
their brief. “This is a policy
choice which.the Government
is entitled to make, but having
made the decision, the Govern.
ment- cannot require the de-
fendants to go to trial in an
atmosphere of prejudice delib-
erately generated.”

As for the second argument
on “leaks,” the lawyers noted
that “grand jury testimony has
been summarized and has even
been published verbatim in the
press priorto indictment.”
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