NYTlmes

R
VOTES 10 SUMMON
5 KEY WITNESSES

bean, Kalmbach, Petersen, .
Butterfield and LaRue to :

Face Impeachment Panel

DEMOCRATS WIN FIGHT

S

Interviewed by Staff on
Possible Testimony

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, June 26—

Democrats on the House Judi-
ciary Committee won' a major
partisan fight tonight as the
_panel voted to call five key
flgures as withesses before its
inquiry into the possible im-

peachment of President Nixon.
Five other men will be inter-
viewed by the inquiry staff and.

'will be summoned as witnesses
within the next two weeks if
'it appears that they can give
crucial testimony.

Those to be definitely called

as witnesses are Alexander P, '

Butterfield, a former "“White
House official who is now head

of ~the Federal Aviation Ad- leagues.

ministration; Herbert W. Kalm-

bach, who was Mr. Nixon’s per-

sonal attorney; Henry E. Peter-
sen, Assistant Attorney General
in charge of the Justice De-
partment’s Criminal Division;
John W. Dean 30, the former
White House legal counsel, and
Freglerick C. LaRue, a former
ofgglal of the Nixon re-election
canipaign.
Colson on Second List

{ - Those to be interviewed are -

:Chalﬂles W. Colson, former spe-
icial counsel to the President;
'John .N. Mitchell, former At-
torney General and campaign
director; H. R. Haldeman, who
was Mr. Nixon’s chief of staff;
William O. Bittman, former at-
torney . for the Watergate con-
spirator E. Howard Hunt Jr.,
and Paul L. O’'Brien, a lawyer
for the re-election committee:
The closed debate reportedly
raised the most ‘serious dis-
agreement between the commi-
tee’s Democrats and Republi-
cans since the impeachment m*
quiry began last October. At'.
times, the Democrats were re-

portedly dlvxded among them-

, hﬂe, Secretary of State
Kiskitiger and Gent Alexander
M., - Jr. were listed among
the ‘tatlve witnesses as the
trig Eour men in connection
withithe White House special

the “plumbers,” opened in Fed-
eral ‘District Court. [Details on
Page 36.]
Few Witnesses Favored

In the Judiciary Committee
dispute, the Democrats, for the
most part, argued for calling as
few witnesses as possible,
believing, as Representative
Joshua Eilberg of Pennsylvania
‘|said, that “we need some re-
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. -|strictions or this thing can go

5 Other Persons Are to Be' :

| on indefinitely.”

The Republicans, on the other
hand, followed the lead of Pres-
ilident Nixon’s 'attorney, James
-|D. St. Clair, and appeared unan-
-limous in support of a more
)|extensive witness list.”

“We should bend over back-

“'Continued on Page 36, Column 2

Continued From Page 1, Col. 8

ward to let St. Clair have rea-
sonable requests, and his re-
quests are reasonable,” said
representative Tom Railback of
Illinois, who added, “I say that,
as one who might véte for 1m-
‘|peachment.”

Mr. Railsback is an influen-
tial, modérate Republican who
says he has not made up his
(mind about impeachment. It is

among his Republican
Two Lists of Witnesses
Representative Peter W. Ro-
dino Jr. of New Jersey, the com-
mittee chairman, and most other
'Democrats favored two separ-
,ate lists of potential witnesses.
Those on the first list ,under
their proposal, would definitely

the July 12 deadline for testi-

mony
Mr St. Clair did not attend
the session today, but he sent'

ia letter to Mr. Rodino sug-

gesting that Mr. Dean, Mr.
Mitchell, Mr. Haldeman, Mr.
LaRue, Mr. Bittman and Mr.
O’Brien be called to testify.

Involved in Payment

All six, according to Water-
gate grand jury, were involved

expected that his fina] decision|
will carry considerable weight|
col-|.

!parently succeeded-in strength-

‘terviewed by the impeachment !
iinquiry staff and would be
[called only if they made major
‘disclosures that would further
{the inquiry.

: In any event, under the Dem-
jocrats’ plan all testimony would
‘be taken in seven sessions,
jbeginning next Tuesday and
,concluding July 12.

The Republicans insisted on
calling all' 10 men as wit-
nesses, and there were some
'Republicans who wanted more
witnesses to be called.

Some Republicans said it was
‘essential to hear testimony
from Mr. Mitchell because he
refused today to be interviewed
by the impeachment staff.

In addition, the Republicans

vigorously objected to setting .

be called to testify. Those on'
the 'second list would be 1n-'

in the alleged $75,000 hush-
money payoff to Mr. Hunt.

Under the committee’s rules,
Mr. St. Clair has the right to
‘suggest witnesses and to exa-
‘mine those called.

The four other men proposed
,as witnesses were suggested by
the inquiry staff.

Democratic members argued
that the Republicans were try-
ing to stall the proceedings.
“They’'d like to call everybody
and the man in the moon,” re-
marked Representative Don Ed-
wards, Democrat of California.

But the Republicans con-
tended that they were merely

1seeking all relevant evidence.
Delbert L. Latta, an Ohio Re-
publican, asked, “Why not call
’the witnesses? What ‘are they
‘afraid of? What are they afraid
[to hear? How can you get the
'whole truth without «calling
these guys and filling in the
gaps?”’

After four Democratic mem-
bers joined the Republicans on!
a procedural vote this after'—i
noon, the Democrats went into:
a 30-minute party caucus.

“They fled in disarray to the
chairman’s office,” Represen-
tative Charles E. Wiggins, a
California Republican, told re-
porters.

Asked about Mr., Wiggins’s|-
remark, Representative George
E. Danielson, a California Dem-
ocrat, thought for a moment
and then replied, “It sounds to
me like he’s running for the
Pulitzer prize.”

Rodino Is Bolstered
In the caucus, Mr. Rodino ap-

ening his hand. When the com-
mittee wenty back into session,
the earlier vote was overturned
in the Democrat’s favor.

Emerging from the hearing
room, Representative Lawrence|
F. Hogan, a Maryland Republi-;
can, complained, “The sham is'
now very obvious. It all means:
Mr.-Rodino got his troops into
line, and Mr. St Clair is not go-
ing to have the element of fair-
ness.”

Mr. Rodino has told the oth-
er committee members that he
plans to sharply limit the scope
of the witnesses’ testimony, al-
1owmg only questions that fill
gaps in the more than 7,000
pages of evidence that has al-
ready been presented to the|
commlttee

/' Thos restrictions raised fur-
ther the ire of Republicans. The
committee would be “discred-
ited,” Mr. Wiggins said, “the
moment a very pertinent ques-
tion is asked and the chairman
rules it out of order.”

Although the rules of the
House permit each committee




member five minutes tos: que‘s—

the Judiciary Committee, in the
interest of saving time; are plan
ning to leave the questioning of
impeachment witnesses-to the
inquiry counsel.

Republicans Plan Queries

ask, they plan to pass them in
writing to the staff lawyers.
Some Republicans, on the other
hand, are said to be planning to
use their allotted time to inter-
rogate the witnesses.

Mr. Wiggins said that he did
not expect to ask questions hi
self, but he added, “It's going
to require a superhuman efﬂort

e
on the part of, f all d%e at-
torneys who fancy the nselves
as rsuperb cross-examiners: to;
restrain ‘themselves.” All mem-
bers of the committee are law-

ers.
M, St Clair’s propoéﬁd list

.of witnesses was a further indi-
rcation of the White House:
strategy of concentrating its|
efforts on disproving one key
facet of the allegation that the
EPresident participated in the
‘Watergate ocver-up.

All six of those recommended |

as witnesses by the President’s
attorney were allegedly con-
nected on one way or another

with the payment of $75,000

in hush mone yto E. Howard
Hunt Jr., who pleaded guilty as
a Watergate conspirator,

All were indicted or liste
as co-conspirators by the
Watergate grand jury in the
cover-up indictment handed up
March 1.

St. Clair’s Approach’

Mr. St. Clair presumabl ybe-|
lieves that that their testimony |
would provide no conclusive.
proof that Mr. Nixon himself|’

‘ordered the payment and that]
’1t might rebut the chronology

of the alleged payoff that was/®

established by the impeachment
inquiry staff and the Water-
gate grand jury.

Mr. Rodino, however, dis-
puted the suggestion that im-
peachment hung on the ques-
tion of whether Mr. Nixon had
ordered 'the payment of hush
money.

“I "dom’t think that is the
.centra] issue,” the chairman de-
clared. “Our inquiry is directed
into areas that go beyond that.”
- Republicans generally sup-
ported Mr. St. Clair's request,
but they had different reasons
for doing so.

Mr. Nixon’s strongest sup-
porters were hoping that, in
his examination of the Wwit-
nesses, Mr. St. Clair could dis-
credt those, especially Mr. Dean
who have made accusations
against the President.

Republicans who are waver-

Should the Democrats have:
specific questions they want to

tion each witness, Democrats on-
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ing about voting for impeach-

| yesterday

ment expressed a different con-
cern, They were counting on
staff lawyers to elicit more con-
crete, evidence to justify their
votes

“ Session Is Closed

The session today followed a
25-t0-13 vote sealing the dis-
cussion off from public view.

Although the panel voted
to make public the|,
‘it has collected M, Mr.
Rodino cuationed that the ma-
terial would have to remain
confidential until it was printed
and published, a process that
could take up to two weeks.

It was necessary to close the
meetmg“wday, he said, because;

confidential material

,.mlghﬁ be disclosed in the de-
bate gver witnesses.

One of those who supported
closing the doors was Repre-
sentative John Conyers Jr., a

Mihigan Democrat, who has ar-
gued in the past for doing ali
the fcommittee’s business in

id today that he would
uestioning all witnesses,
private. He explained his-
switch by saying that he was
“not about to give St. Clair the
the opportunity to call wit-
nesses before the gelevision ca-
meras.”

He said that the evidence
produced by the committee’s
own investigation had not been
lpresented to a natipnal televi-
'sion audience and tHat it would
“be. absurd” to afford Mr. St.
Calir “the largest aydience any
lawyer ever had.”




