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A
drift in

 a sea of N
ixon

 eviden
ce 

B
y Saul F
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an and W

illiam
 V
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K

night N
ew

spaper Service 
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 If you think you're w

eary of 
W

atergate and are w
ondering w

hen and w
here and 

w
h

eth
er it w

ill all en
d

, con
sid

er th
e m

em
b

ers of th
e 

H
ou

se Ju
d

iciary C
om

m
ittee con

sid
erin

g th
e im

-
peachm

ent charges. 

A
fter six w

eek
s b

eh
in

d
 closed

 d
oors, com

m
ittee 

m
em

b
ers h

ave exam
in

ed
 36 volu

m
es con

tain
in

g 
m

ore th
an

 7,200 p
ages of evid

en
ce an

d
 th

ey've lis-
tened for 12 hours to 19 taped presidential conversa-
tions. 

E
xcept for evidence the P

resident has refused to 
give up, 

th
e com

m
ittee staff h

as organ
ized

 an
d

 
p

resen
ted

 its m
a
teria

l a
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e p

la
n

 it 
w

orked out m
onths ago. 

Y
et the 36 m

en and tw
o w

om
en on the com

m
it-

tee are ad
rift in

 th
is sea of evid

en
ce an

d
 in

 fear of 
getting sw

am
ped. 

T
hey do not yet know

 how
 —

 or w
hether —

 they 
w

ill 
tu

rn
 th

e m
ass of m

aterial an
d

 th
e 659 b

lan
d

 
statem

en
ts of fact, from

 w
h

ich
 th

ey've b
een

 w
ork

-
in

g, in
to articles of im

p
each

m
en

t th
at can

 stan
d

 u
p

 
in 

th
e H

ou
se of R

ep
resen

tatives an
d

, if n
ecessary, 

the Senate. 

C
on

seq
u

en
tly, som

e com
m

ittee D
em

ocrats an
d

 
those R

epublicans w
h

o h
ave b

een
 in

clin
ed

 tow
ard

 
im

peachm
ent have becom

e uncertain and even a bit 
panicky, according to one source, over the possibili-
ty that their effort m

ay fall apart: 
In 

th
e p

rivacy of th
eir cau

cu
ses, som

e D
em

o- 

T
he Judiciary C

om
m

ittee 
also fears being sw

am
ped 

crats—
m

o.stly lilberals—
have urged that C

hief C
oun-

sel John D
oar or som

eone on his staff begin acting 
like an advocate, a prosecutor, and put the evidence 
together. 

C
h

airm
an

 P
eter R

od
in

o, Jr. D
. N

.J. stu
b

b
orn

ly 
clinging to the hope that he can m

aintain bipartisan- . 
sh

ip
 even

 in
 a vote for im

p
each

m
en

t, h
as refu

sed
 

th
ese p

leas. 	
• 

T
h

e m
om

en
t is n

ear, accord
in

g to a com
m

ittee 
sou

rce, for th
e staff is n

ow
 d

raftin
g p

rop
osed

 arti-
cles of im

peachm
ent —

 perhaps as m
any as 20 —

 for 
presentation to the com

m
ittee beginning about July 

15. 

A
n

d
 d

u
rin

g th
e w

eek
 or tw

o th
at follow

s, it is 
R

od
in

o's h
op

e th
at th

e com
m

ittee—
w

ith
 R

ep
u

b
li-

can
s join

in
g in

 or p
layin

g th
e an

tagon
ist role—

w
ill 

d
eb

ate th
e th

eories of th
e case again

st th
e P

resid
en

t 
and the proposed articles. 

S
om

e articles m
ay be changed or dropped. O

th-
ers m

ay b
e ad

d
ed

. 

It is p
ossib

le im
p

each
m

en
t w

ill b
e rejected

. P
ri-

vately, R
od

in
o d

oesn
't th

in
k

 so, H
e exp

ects to sen
d

 

articles an
d

 a resolu
tion

 of Im
p

each
m

en
t to th

e 
H

ouse floor during the first w
eek in A

ugust. 

N
ext w

eek, the com
m

ittee is expected to decide, 
am

ong other things, w
hether to m

ake public som
e of 

th
e evid

en
ce it h

as received
 in

 secret, h
ow

 m
an

y 
w

itnesses w
ill be called, and how

 far the P
resident's 

attorn
ey, Jam

es D
. S

t. C
lair, w

ill b
e ab

le to go in
 

arguing for his client. 

D
em

ocrats are d
eep

ly sp
lit on

 th
e q

u
estion

 of 
w

h
at evid

en
ce, if an

y, sh
ou

ld
 b

e m
ad

e p
u

b
lic. R

e-
p

u
b

lican
s, th

eir w
averin

g loyalty to th
e P

resid
en

t a 
little m

ore firm
 at th

e m
om

en
t, are exp

ected
 to b

at-
tle for a lon

g list otw
itn

esses an
d

 to give S
t. C

lair 
traditional courtroom

 rights—
of argum

ent and cross-
exam

ination, 

T
he open m

eetings, lipw
ever, m

ay also becom
e a 

foru
m

 for a d
isp

lay of im
p

atien
ce an

d
 d

issatisfac-
tion

. W
h

ile m
em

b
ers d

iscou
n

t rep
orts th

at th
e in

-
q

u
iry h

as lost its m
om

en
tu

m
, th

ey sh
are a d

eep
 

con
cern

 th
at th

e p
u

b
lic m

ay b
e losin

g con
fid

en
ce in

 
the com

m
ittee and interest in im

peachm
ent. 

O
n

e of th
e m

ore im
p

atien
t D

em
ocrats, Jerom

e 
W

ald
ie of C

aliforn
ia's, 14th

 D
istrict, said

: "
T

h
e in

-
quiry is right on target, right on schedule." 

B
u

t R
od

in
o h

as h
eard

 com
p

lain
ts lik

e th
is on

e 
from

 M
ichigan D

em
ocrat John C

onyers: "T
he poli-

tics of im
p

each
m

en
t are b

egin
n

in
g to tak

e a toll. 
Y

ou
 can

't h
ave an

 aggressive d
efen

se attorn
ey (S

t. 
C

lair), an
 aggressive W

h
ite H

ou
se, an

 aggressive 
(R

ep
u

b
lican

) m
in

ority, a p
assive (D

em
ocratic) m

a-
jority and a neutral chairm

an." 


