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The Washington Merry-Ge-Round

By Jack Anderson

Former White House specxal

" |counsel Charles Colson has told

House impeachment investiga-
tors he warned President Nixon
twice by mid-February, 1973,
that Nixon confidants were in-
volved in the Watergate scan-
dal.

That was five weeks before
March 21, the day Nixon insists
he first became aware that the
scandal touched his own staff.
On that day, said Colson, he sug-
gested to the President that he
. {immediately call in a distin-
guished outsidelawyer to inves-
tigate the case for him, a recom-
mendation Nixon did not take.

not technically contradict the
President’s, - his  testimony
clearly shows that Nixon fal-
tered in pursumg the avenues
open to him.

testimony: prepared by Colson,
It parallels what Colson has al-
ready told the House impeach-
ment panel 's-chief counsel J ohn
Doar.

In January, 1973, Colson sald
he became convinced that peo-
ple close to ‘the President, in-
“leluding John_ Mltchell and Jeb
“{Magruder, were involved in
" |Watergate. He talked about his
|concern to White House chief of
staff H. R. (Bob) Haldemian, and
to Nixon.

sequence butI believe it was af-
ter my first conversation with

While Colson’s statements do’

We have obtémed a draft of'

Nixon Warned on Aides,

Mr. Haldeman that I deter-
mined it my responsibility to ex-
press to the President my belief
that certain persons in the cam-
paign organization, namely
Messrs. Mitchell and Magruder,
must have been involved in the
Watergate,” Colson said.

“I told (the President) that
whoever it was who had ordered
the Watergate had ‘ill-served
him.” I did not discuss any spe-
cific information about Mit-
chell, Magruder or others be-
cause frankly I had no hard evi-
dence that they were involved,
but I did express anger that my|
friend, (E. Howard) Hunt, would
be punished while others who
must have been responsible
would not be.

“During the conversation, I
did express my compassion for
Hunt’s plight, particularly the
fact that he had lost his wife
upon whom he had relied so
heavily and that he had four
children to raise. I did not ask
the President for clemency for
Hunt. The President said that if
I had any facts about the in-
volvement of . others in Water-
gate, I should bring them to
him.” ‘

At that time, Colson was pre-
Dparing to leave the White House
to join a Washington law firm.

- “I'm not sure of the exact time

He said he discussed the Water-
gate situation with his lawyer
and partner-to-be, David I, Sha-
piro, in early February.

“After reviewing all the infor-
mation than available to me, Mr.
Shapiro said the real problem
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for the White House did not ap-
pear to be the Watergate brea-

‘bility that the White House
‘might become involved in ob-
struction of justice. He urged
me to get to the President at the
first opportunity to explain the|
‘necessity for him to get ‘out in}
front’ of the situation.

“On Feb. 14, I told the Presi-|
'dent of the extsnsive conversa-
‘tions I had been having with Mr.
Shapire. I told him that I
thought whoever was involved
at the Committee for the Re-
‘electionin ordering or authoriz-
ing the Watergate would even-
tually be exposed. I told the
President specifically that I
thought John Mitchell had to ac-
cept the responsibility, that the
facts would in due course come
out, and that from the Presi-
dent’s standpoint, the sooner|
the better.

“The President again asked
whether I had any evidence. I
told him no, that I merely had
hearsay reports and my own sus-
picions. I recall that the Presi-
dent reacted angrily. I can al-
most recall his precise words:
‘Are you suggesting that John
Mitchell be held responsible or
be made a scapegoat? Mitchell
has, after all, sworn he was not
involved.Iwantto getto the bot-
tom of Watergate, but I cannot
ask a possibly innocent by-
stander to be a scapegoat.” ”

‘Colson said Nixon told him to
repqrt to him directly if he

’kin, per se, but father the possi-|

Colson Says

llearned any significant infor.
mation.

i After that February meeting
|with the President, Colson went
to Europe for three weeks to ne-
|gotiate the emigration of Jews
ifrom Russia to Israel. When he
returned to Washington, he
isaid, Shapiro “told me that, in
'his view), the situation was get~
iting serious. He said, ‘For God’s

'sake, the President has to get
ithe facts. Who knows what’s go-
ing onin that place. The fox may
be guarding the chickens.’

“Ireminded Mr. Shapiro that I
had discussed my suspicions
about John Mitchell on Feb. 14,
but the President said that Mite-
‘hell had swiorn he was innocent.
Isaid it was impossible to know
'what advice the President was
getting ...'I further said that if I
should nowI start warning the
President about others without
‘hard evidence, he might errone-
ously think that I was myself in-
'volved and was only trying to
ishift the blame to others.

Colson said that Shapiro sug-
gested impartial outside coun-
sel for the President and men-
tioned J. Lee Rankin, U.S. Solic-
itor General during the Eisen-
‘hower administration. Shaplro
met with Rankin on March 21,
1973, to see if Rankin would, take
the job.

“The President seemled recep-

'tive. As Irecall, he told me that

he had been unable to get the
facts, he had had a lot of con-
flicting reports ...
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