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‘Legalistic Distinction’ |

Ford Discusses

By George Murphy

Chronicle Correspondent
Los Angeles

Vice President Gerald R.
Ford, in commenting on the
sentencing of former White
House aide Charles Colson,
said yesterday there is a
“‘big difference” between us-
ing smear tactics and en-
gaging in illegal acts.

Ford made the statement
while taping a television in-
terview on a local station
(KTTV) here.

© clarify

Alter the taping, he would
not answer newsmen’s ques-
tions concerning his state-
ment.

er

But” on Air Force Two,-
several hours later, Ford’s
press secretary, Paul Mil-
tich, told newsmen the vice
president was attempting to
make a “legalistic distine-
tion” Dbetween smear t{ac-
tics and illegal acts.

Miltich - said Ford did not
condone either, and will
his position at a

press conference in Monte-
rey today. o
During the taping a report-
asked abmft. Colson’s
statement made in a Wash-
ington court that President
Nixon had ordered ColSon to
spread damaging informa-
tion about Daniel Ellsberg,
who allegedly gave thé Pen-
tagon Papers to the news
media.
The question was: “If the
man who committed the ac-
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Colson

tion was involved and sen-

tenced, . what doesithat say
about, the man who grdered.
this action?” ;

Ford replied: “Ithink you
have to differentiate be-
tween the action, if it is
true, that the President or-
dered certain people to un-
dertake the operation, and
what you told me Chuck Col-
son said at the time he was
before the judge.

“There is a big difference
between telling Chuck Col-
son lo smear Ellsberg and
ordering, allegedly ordering,
a break-in (of the Los Ange-
les office of Ellsherg’s psy-
chiatrist, Dr. Lewis J. Field-
ing).

i

“If my recollection is cor-
rect, Bud Krogh, who also
pleaded guilty, never impli-
oated ‘the President,jas a
person actually ordering the
break-in. I think Bud Krogh
said, if my memory ig right,
that others told« himto go
ahead and he did so. But
Krogh never said thePresi-
dent told him to. And:T don’t
gather from whatyou said
Chuck Colson said that Col-
son got orders frgm the
President fo actually carry
oul the break-in.

Colson pleaded guilty to
smearing Ellsherg. €harges
against Colson relating to
‘the ‘break-in at the office of
Ellsberg’s Los Angeles psy-
chiatrist were dropped as
were charges against him
stemming from the Water-
gate coverup.

program.

Miltich said Ford was not
holding, a press conférence
and héi“@ come to the lounge
“to shake hands with the lo-
cal press.” pﬁo

But one reporter said,
“Can we ask you just one
question, sir, abouf your
comments; on the  Colson

_case?” "

Ford replied: *I assume
he will be testifying under.
oath. (before the House Judi-
ciary - Committee and the
Watergate special prosecu-
tor). Until then, I will have
no comment.” i

When other report@rs pro--

tested, “But you’'ve already
commented,” Miltich re-
peated it was mnot a press
conferencewimd' the /session
ended. -

The vice presiden‘é’s Swing
through California yésterday

i

included a luncheon with the -

“Los Angeles Boosters,” a
fund raising group for Re-
publican congressional can-
didates. )

Among the 75 gliests were
big GOP money men Justin
Dart and Holmes ., Tuttle,
long-time supporters of Goy-
ernor Ronald Reagan, a po-
tential opponent -of Ford’s
for the 1976 Republican pres-
idential nomination. ;

Ford’s remarks to the

group were,
PIEss. n. A
During the taping; Ford
was asked if he felt he was
capable of becoming presi-
dent should that occur.

“I've gone through the
process of preparing myself
for higher responsibility,”
he answered. He noted his 25
years in the House of Repre-
sentatives, nine of them as

- minority leader, and: his
time on the job as Vice
President. - u o

While insisting he will not

losed to the

be‘a capdidate in 1976, Ford
did! sag “I'm ready for
whateyer conti ‘takes

place. I*have molagk of con-

fidence.”




