‘legal difference between that
félony” and the leaks from the
commxttee
“Te characterlzed the leaks as
‘Hameless, faceless i ¢haracter
; assmatlon” of the Presideit, |

Secretary of Stabe szhmger»

and’ other officials. -
“He asserted that the x«sys-
tématic leaking” from the
ttee was “a major WS
story that the American people
have a right to know.”
»kHowever James D. St. Clau'
President Nixon’s lawyer, seem-
mgly dissociated himself from
~ today’s effort by Mr. Buchanan
-ﬁand yesterday’s comm=nts by
en W. Clawson, the: White
se Director of Communica-
til ns—to blame Peter W. Ro-
no Jr., chairman of the House
d1c1ary Committee, for failure
te stop the leaks.
&Talkmg to reporters, Mr St.
air said, “From my vantage
"mt which is not Mr. Bu-
anan’s, Chairman Rodino is
doing his level best to stop the
leaks It may just not be pos-
sible.” A
. Mr. St. Clair emphasmed that
He ’did not think Mr. Rodino
Was being unfair.
+ Asked if the White House
cpmplaints about leaks were
intended to discredit the com-
thittee, Mr. St. Clair smiled and
replied, “I have -a sneaking
slispicion that the leaking is so
pervasive that it ‘is counter-
productive.”.
+* Mr. Buchanan said he did not
Qppose leaks in principle be-
cause they served a purpose in
getting i }@wn to the pub-

mpeach- :

pee )



