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Kleindienst
Tells of

’72Threat ﬁg

By John P. MacKenzie
Washi’lgton Post Staff Writer {
Former Attorney Gen
Richard G. Kleindienst - tg
gied yesterday that he ‘thrgat:
ened to quit two years ago if|"

White House aide Johnm D.|-

Ehrlichman didn’t stop inter-
fering with Justice Departs
ment lawyers investigating ?;he
Watergate scandal. R

Rieindeninst, leadoff wit-
ness for reopened hearings on
the confirmation of Earl J. SiI.
bert for U.S. attorney her’e,l
said his threat forced Ehrlich-
man to back down on his at I
tempt to give directions to Ass
sistant  'Attorney General |

|

bert’s handling of the case

Ehrlichman had ¢
to Kleindienst that *Petersen
had rejected his instructions|
to “stop harassing” Mnurice
Stans, finance directorfifithe
Nixon re-elcction campaigp ||
and a potential grand

omplained

i
jury wit-
ness in the summer of 1679,

“I told him never again to
give such directions” to Jﬁ§-
tice: Department lawyers;
Kleindienst 1old the Senate
Judiciary Committee. “TTe saig
he would not. follow that, and
I said, ‘If you won’t, T
meet you and the p
next Mon
quit? >

Although Ebrlichman  re:
lented, Kleindienst said he g,
dependently approved special |
treatment for ' Stans, permit: |
ting him to give a sworn dep-|
osition out:of the bresence of

|
|

|
i

resident
day morning and Iy
i Al

‘1

the grand jury.

Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr.
N.C.), who has been
ing since the 1973 i
hearings about the failure torf
summon - Stans and three;
White House aides in person |
before the -grand jury, 1“e-j
newed his attack on that pro- |
cedure. % !

“Did Ehrlichman say he did]
not want to embarrass Mr.|
Stans?” Ervin asked.

“The word I remember wag
. ‘harassed, » Kleindienst said.
Silbert, his confirmation de+l,

layed while Ervin and: other |

E
(D-|
complain- |
Watergate |

al |
ti- |-
» he  learned key Watergate

Henry E. Petersen over Sils

e
34

)

“ Silbert and Petersen harbored

o \| suspicions about high adminis.
want toy

t
¢

J

Committee mambers delve fur-

t

Siher into the adequacy of the |

e 1972 Watergate investiga’cii)n,1|

#1s scheduled to resume his tes~!’

¥ timony, begun in April, after

- Petersen and perhaps others
take the stand today.
Kleindienst  defended hisl
conduct and that of Petersen[
and Silbert, but ran into a bar-
rage of criticism from Ervin
for repeatedly “assuring the
American people” that no

1

{. high administration or cam-|
1 paign officials were involved

in Waterghte.

Kleindienst repeatedly said
‘he was unable to recall when|:
faets, such as the tracing of
campaign funds that wound’
up in the possession of ]
Watergate burglars. Ervin said |
that if Kleindienst knew some
of the facts before the bur-
glary indictment,‘was returned
in September, 1972, then his
public assurances were mis.

leading. «,t* |
“Can yous tell me What’
vou did kiow by Sept. 17 Er.

kivin asked. When Kleindienst
Kide

did he could not remember
. adything specific, Ervin quip-
ped, “If there’s anything bet-
- ter than a good memory, it’s a
good forgettery.”
Kleindienst said that despite
daily contacts with Petersen,
“he kept aloof from investiga-

; tion details, leaving that to ca-
. reer prosecutors because the
| case was so.sensitive.

Ervin reminded him that for’
all his public assurances, the
edited White House tran-
seripts show " Kleindienst tell-
ing President Nixon that both

|

tration aides during the probe,
 Asked by Sen. Philip A.
Hart (D-Mich.) whethet he per-
“sonally had been importuned
or interfered with by White
+House or campaign officials,
! Kleindeinst said, “None that 1.
‘recall.” :

Hart sought to make the
question as broad as possible,
emphasizing that he did not
want,  to exclude anyone,
proripting ‘Kleindienst to res
mark, “I know what youre
‘ talking abblit, senator.”

The reference was to Klein-
dienst’s testimony at his own
1972 confirmation hearing that
no one had pressured him
over the ITT antitrust case.
Last month Kleindienst
pleaded guilty to, failing to tell
the Judiciary Committee that
‘Ehrlichman and the President
Jnterceded in the case. He re-
teived a suspended sentence !
for the offense.




