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Increasing the O
dds A

gainst Im
peachm

ent 
C

h
airm

an
 P

eter 
W

. R
o
d
in

o
 Jr. is 

sick at heart over the continuing leaks 
that he believes are seriously jeopard-
izing the standing of the H

ouse Judici-
ary C

om
m

ittee. T
he discipline and co-

h
eren

ce w
h
ich

 R
o
d
in

° h
as so

u
g
h
t to

 
m

ain
tain

 in
 th

e im
p
each

m
en

t in
q
u
iry

 
P

ave been seriously eroded. 
T

h
e n

ew
s leak

s are m
an

n
a fro

m
 

heaven for the W
hite H

ouse. P
residen-

tial co
u
n
sello

r D
ean

 B
u
rch

 w
en

t o
n
 

television the other evening to say that 
the inability of the com

m
ittee to keep 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts an
d
 co

n
fid

en
tial tap

es se-
cret is proof of the com

m
ittee's unreli-

ability. 

T
h
e iro

n
y
 is th

at m
o
st o

f th
e leak

-
in

g
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 co
m

m
ittee so

u
rces, 

co
m

es fro
m

 th
ree D

em
o
cratic m

em
-

bers, w
ho are hottest for im

peachm
ent. 

T
hey do not seem

 to realize that their 
response to the pressure from

 new
sm

en 
Is p

u
ttin

g
 th

e ch
an

ce o
f an

 im
p
each

-
m

ent resolution in serious jeopardy. 
T

he odds have been against im
peach-

m
en

t fro
m

 th
e start. T

h
at is th

e v
iew

 
p
f a staff d

irecto
r w

h
o
 h

as tried
 to

 
k
eep

 a d
etach

ed
 p

o
in

t o
f v

iew
 in

 all 
th

e tu
rm

o
il su

rro
u
n
d
in

g
 th

e w
o
rk

 o
f 

the com
m

ittee. A
nd the odds are still 

ag
ain

st im
p
each

m
en

t to
d
ay

 in
 th

is 
carefully calculated view

. 
T

h
e leak

ers b
eh

av
e as th

o
u
g
h
 th

is 
w

ere som
e relatively m

inor m
atter in- 

volving a federal judge instead of the 
m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t test o
f law

 an
d
 o

rd
er 

in the history of the nation. T
he new

s-
"m

en press in after each secret session 
and the result has been a series of dis-
closures. T

he latest disclosure of tw
o 

co
n
fid

en
tial m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

s su
p
p
lied

 
by com

m
ittee staffers appeared in the 

N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es. T

hey w
ere tw

o of a 
to

tal o
f 1

4
 leak

ed
 after a sin

g
le ses-

sion. 

W
h
en

 h
is aid

es co
m

e to
 h

im
 to

 re-
p
o
rt o

n
 th

e flo
w

 o
u
t o

f th
e siev

e th
e 

com
m

ittee is becom
ing, R

odino is dis-
m

ayed. H
e has tried to be selective in 

d
istrib

u
tin

g
 m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

s an
d
 staff 

an
aly

ses b
u
t th

ere is little h
e can

 d
o
 

w
ith a com

m
ittee m

ade up of 38 m
en 

and w
om

en each representing his ow
n 

district. T
he leakers are especially vul-

n
erab

le to
 p

ressu
re fro

m
 th

eir h
o
m

e 
tow

n new
sm

en since they hope for fa-
vorable treatm

ent in the com
ing elec-

tion cam
paign. 

T
h
o
se try

in
g
 o

b
jectiv

ely
 to

 g
au

g
e  

the chance of an im
peachm

ent resolu-
tio

n
 w

ere stru
ck

 b
y
 th

e p
o
w

er o
f th

e 
adm

inistration in the vote on the land 
u
se b

ill. B
y
 2

1
1
 to

 2
0
4
, th

e H
o
u
se 

turned dow
n the relatively m

ild m
eas-

ure providing a degree of federal par-
ticip

atio
n
, w

ith
o
u
t san

ctio
n
s, in

 lan
d
 

use planning. A
ssailed by conservatives 

the m
easure as late as January had the 

su
p
p
o
rt o

f S
ecretary

 o
f In

terio
r R

o
g
-

ers M
orton w

ho gave it the adm
inistra-

tion blessing as a conservative m
eas-

ure. 

T
hen the conservatives led by R

ep. 
John J. R

hodes of A
rizona, the m

inor-
ity

 lead
er, tu

rn
ed

 o
n
 th

e h
eat. T

h
is 

w
as an

 in
v
asio

n
 o

f p
riv

ate en
terp

rise 
and the right of the land ow

ner. O
n or-

d
ers fro

m
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se, M

o
r-

ton sw
itched. H

ere w
as im

peachm
ent 

p
o
litics d

esig
n
ed

 to
 w

in
 o

v
er th

o
se 

w
h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 stan
d
 b

y
 th

e P
resid

en
t in

 
the im

peachm
ent crunch. 

T
o
 th

e tro
u
b
les o

f th
e co

m
m

ittee 
add the N

ixon television spectacular in 

th
e M

id
east. H

e is o
n
 screen

 ev
ery

 
n
ig

h
t p

lay
in

g
 M

r. P
resid

en
t o

n
 th

e 
n
ew

s sh
o
w

s to
 ch

eerin
g
 th

o
u
san

d
s. 

A
gainst an exotic setting he prom

ises 
peace and progress. S

een by anyw
here 

from
 30,000,000 to 40,000,000 view

ers it 
takes no in-depth psychologist to see 
w

hat coloration this lends to the P
resi-

dent's authority. 

N
ever m

ind if the substance of these 
exchanges is so slight as to be negligi-
ble, the scene changes every night and 
th

at is w
h
at co

u
n
ts. R

etu
rn

in
g
 fro

m
 

the M
ideast, the P

resident after a brief 
interval in W

ashington w
ill go to the 

S
oviet U

nion. A
t least a w

eek m
ore of 

telev
isio

n
 co

v
erag

e w
ill co

m
e o

u
t o

f 
that visit w

ith M
r. P

resident again car-
rying out his m

ission for peace in the 
w

orld. 

T
h
e co

n
trast o

n
 screen

 w
ith

 th
e 

H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

ittee is daunt-
ing. T

hirty-eight good m
en and w

om
-

en they appear as uncertain stragglers 
d
iv

id
ed

 in
 th

eir v
iew

s. T
h
is m

ay
 all 

b
e reso

lv
ed

 w
h
en

 th
e h

earin
g
s g

o
 

public and the m
ass of m

aterial accu-
m

ulated to date is given out. T
hat w

ill 
p
u
t an

 en
d
 to

 th
e leak

s. B
u
t a g

reat 
deal of dam

age has already been done 
and in arriving at the final score in the 
H

ouse of R
epresentatives it cannot be • 

discounted. 
Ii 1974, U

nited Featur: Synd•.cate 

"T
he inability of the judiciary C

om
m

ittee to 
keep its docum

ents and tapes secret is cited as 
proof of the com

m
ittee's unreliability." 


