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W
iretaps: T

he M
yth of N

ational S
ecurity 

T
h
e latest fu

ss o
v
er H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er 

o
b
scu

res th
e tru

ly
 in

terestin
g
 q

u
estio

n
 

w
h
ich

 n
o
w

 arises in
 reg

ard
 to

 th
e n

a-
tio

n
al secu

rity
 w

iretap
s. T

h
e q

u
estio

n
 

is: W
h
y
 d

id
 Jo

h
n
 D

o
ar, as h

ead
 o

f th
e 

im
p
each

m
en

t in
q
u
iry

 b
ein

g
 co

n
d
u
cted

 
fo

r th
e H

o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee, 

b
o
th

er to
 lo

o
k
 in

to
 th

e tap
s at all? 

T
h
e an

sw
er, o

f co
u
rse, is th

at th
e 

w
iretaps had alm

ost no connection w
ith 

national security. T
hey com

e w
ithin the 

am
b
it o

f an
 im

p
each

m
en

t in
q
u
iry

 b
e-

cau
se a m

o
u
n
tain

 o
f ev

id
en

ce sh
o
w

s 
th

at th
e tap

s w
ere a p

articu
larly

 d
irty

 
b
u
sin

ess d
o
n
e in

 v
io

latio
n
 o

f th
e C

o
n
-

stitution and the law
s and even internal 

governm
ental procedures for reasons of 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se in

trig
u
e. 

C
o
n
sid

er, first, th
e d

isco
v
ery

 o
f th

e 
w

iretap
s. T

h
e reco

rd
s co

m
p
iled

 fro
m

 
th

e tap
s w

ere n
o
t fo

u
n
d
 in

 th
e files o

f 
th

e F
B

I w
h
ere su

ch
 m

aterial is u
su

ally
 

sto
re

d
. O

n
 th

e
 c

o
n
tra

ry
, th

e
y
 w

e
re

 
found, largely by acciilent, in the W

hite 
H

o
u
se o

ffice o
f Jo

h
n
 E

h
rlich

m
an

. B
u
t 

w
h
at w

ere th
ey

 d
o
in

g
 th

ere? 

W
ell, th

ey
 h

ad
 b

een
 rem

o
v
ed

 fro
m

 
th

e F
B

I files b
y
 W

illiam
 S

u
lliv

an
, an

 
assistan

t to
 J. E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er, in

 Ian
. 

S
ullivan passed them

 to A
ssistant A

ttor-
ney G

eneral R
obert M

ardian for st)rage 
in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 tes-
tim

o
n
y
 fro

m
 M

ard
ian

, S
u
lliv

an
 w

as 
afraid that J. E

dgar H
oover "m

ight use" 
th

e m
aterial to

 p
u
t p

ressu
re o

n
 th

e ad
-

m
in

istratio
n
 in

 o
rd

er "to
 m

ain
tain

 h
is 

p
O

sitio
n
 as d

irecto
r." B

u
t if th

e w
ire-

tap
s w

ere leg
itim

ate n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 

m
atters, h

o
w

 co
u
ld

 H
o
o
v
er h

av
e u

sed
 

th
em

 to
 p

u
t p

ressu
re o

n
 th

e ad
m

in
is-

tration? 

W
ell, fo

r o
n
e th

in
g
, th

ere w
as th

e 
id

en
tity

 o
f th

e p
erso

n
s su

b
jected

 to
 

w
iretap

s an
d
 o

th
er su

rv
eillan

ce. T
w

o
 

W
hite H

ouse officials—
John S

ears and 
W

illiam
 S

afire—
h
ad

 ab
so

lu
tely

 n
o
 're-

sp
o
n
sib

ility
 in

 th
e n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 

field
. T

h
ree W

h
ite H

o
u
se o

fficials—
M

o
rto

n
 H

alp
erin

, A
n
th

o
n
y
 L

ak
e an

d
 

D
aniel D

avidson —
 w

ere under surveil-
lan

ce fo
r m

o
n
th

s after th
ey

 v
o
lu

n
tarily

 
resigned from

 the W
hite H

ouse staff. 
T

w
o others—

C
olonel R

obert P
ursley 

an
d
 S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t C
o
u
n
selo

r R
ich

-
ard

 P
ed

ersen
—

w
ere p

riv
y
 to

 th
e se• 

crets o
f th

eir im
m

ed
iate b

o
sses: S

ecre-
tary of D

efense M
elvin L

aird and S
ecre-

tary
. of S

tate W
illiam

 R
ogers. B

ut L
aird 

an
d
 R

o
g
ers d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 o
f th

e tap
s, 

an
d
 th

e g
en

eral assu
m

p
tio

n
 is th

at th
e 

W
hite H

ouse w
as basically checking up 

on the tw
o C

abinet m
em

bers. 

T
hen there is the tenuous relationship 

betw
een the leaks and those placed un-

der surveillance. T
he original w

iretaps, 

for exam
ple, w

ere supposedly generated 
b
y
 a sto

ry
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 in

 T
h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
T

im
es by W

illiam
 B

eecher on M
ay 19, 

1969, about the secret bom
bing of C

am
. 

bodia. 

T
h
e first tap

s w
en

t o
u
t o

n
 th

ree p
eo

-
p
le o

n
 th

e N
atio

n
al S

ecu
rity

 C
o
u
n
cil 

staff—
D

avidson, H
alperin and H

elm
ut 

S
onnenfeldt—

w
ho had no know

ledge of 
the C

am
bodian bom

bing. T
v 

 T
o
 o

th
ers o

n
 

the N
S

C
 staff —

 L
aw

rence E
agleburger 

an
d
 A

lex
an

d
er H

aig
, th

en
 a cq

lo
n
el-

w
ere n

o
t tap

p
ed

. 

B
eech

er w
as n

o
t o

rig
in

ally
 tap

p
ed

. 
M

oreover, the w
hole question of the leak 

is d
u
b
io

u
s. T

h
e sto

ry
 w

as o
rig

in
ally

 
carried in T

he L
ondon T

im
es as an ac• 

co
u
n
t fro

m
 an

 ey
e-w

itn
ess o

b
serv

er. It 
seem

s u
n
clear w

h
y
 A

m
erican

s sh
o
u
ld

 
n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 p

riv
y
 to

 th
e b

o
m

b
in

g
 

all alo
n
g
. 

F
in

ally
, th

ere w
as th

e m
an

n
er o

f th
e 

tap
p
in

g
 itself. In

 m
y
 o

w
n
 case, th

ere 
w

as n
o
t ev

en
 th

e (u
su

al ap
p
ro

v
al fo

r a 
w

iretap
 b

y
 th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral. Jo
h
n
 

E
h
rlich

m
an

 o
rd

ered
 th

e w
iretap

, after 

d
iscu

ssio
n
s w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t. H

e h
ad

 
it carried

 o
u
t b

y
 tw

o
 m

en
 asso

ciated
 in

 
a
 p

o
litic

a
l c

a
p
a
c
ity

 w
ith

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se, an

d
 w

ith
 n

o
 au

th
o
rity

 as law
 

en
fo

rcem
en

t o
fficers. O

n
e o

f th
e m

en
, 

John R
agan, w

as not even a governm
ent 

em
ployee. 

D
r. K

issinger seem
s not to have know

n 
about the tap at a,l—

though he w
as the 

k
ey

 fig
u
re in

 all n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 m

at-
ters. I h

av
e n

o
t b

een
 aid

e to
 fin

d
 an

y
 

sen
sitiv

e n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 m

aterial in
 

co
lu

m
n
s I w

ro
te w

h
en

 th
e tap

 w
as ap

-
p
lied

. S
in

ce th
e P

resid
en

t, in
 th

e tran
-

script of his F
ebruary 28, 1973, conver-

satio
n
 w

ith
 Jo

h
n
 D

ean
. refers to

 m
a-

terial w
h
ich

 K
issin

g
er w

as leak
in

g
 to

 
m

e, I can only conclude that I w
as placed 

u
n
d
er su

rv
eillan

ce b
y
 N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 E

h
r-

lichm
an as part of an inner W

hite H
ouse 

o
p
eratio

n
' to

 ch
eck

 u
p
 o

n
 K

issin
g
er 

w
hom

 I had know
n for years. 

T
h
e p

o
in

t O
f all th

is is th
at th

e so
-

called
 n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 tap

s co
n
d
u
cted

 
by the N

ixon W
hite H

ouse had no seri-
o
u
s b

asis in
 reality

. T
h
ey

 are n
o
t to

 
b
e co

m
p
ared

 w
ith

 th
e tap

s co
n
d
u
cted

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 reg

u
lar ch

an
n
els b

y
 p

ast ad
-

m
in

istratio
n
s. T

h
ey

 rep
resen

t a tale o
f 

stu
p
id

 an
d
 illicit activ

ity
 g

en
erated

 in
 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se b

y
 u

n
av

o
w

ed
 self-

d
o
u
b
ts, an

d
 th

ey
 b

ear o
n
 th

e im
p
each

-
m

ent inquiry if only because they show
 

h
o
w

 cy
n
ically

 th
e P

resid
en

t an
d
 th

e 
m

en
 aro

u
n
d
 h

im
 u

sed
 th

e p
rin

cip
le o

f 
national security as a cover to do w

hat-
ev

er th
ey

 lik
ed

. 
©
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"A
 m

ountain of evidence show
s that the taps. 

w
ere a particularly dirty business done for 

reasons of W
hite H

ouse intrigue." 


