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T
H

E
 W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 PO

ST
 

R
ebozo B

id for H
ughes G

ift C
ited 

B
y W

illiam
 C

laiborne 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

P
resident N

ixon's confidant, 
C

. G
. (B

eb
e) R

eb
o
zo

, is p
o
r-

tray
ed

 in
 S

en
ate W

aterg
ate 

co
m

m
ittee m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

 as 
p
ressin

y
 an

 asso
ciate o

f b
il-

lio
n
aire H

o
w

ard
 H

u
g
h
es fo

r 
larg

e fin
an

cial co
n
trib

u
tio

n
s 

so
m

e
tim

e
 a

fte
r F

e
b
ru

a
ry

, 
1969. 

T
h
e asso

ciate to
ld

 W
ater-

gate investigators that he got 
th

e im
p
ressio

n
 fro

m
 a frien

d.  
o
f R

eb
o
zo

 th
at after th

e co
n
-

tributions w
ere m

ade, H
ughes' 

an
titru

st p
ro

b
lem

s w
ith

 th
e 

fed
eral g

o
v
ern

m
en

t co
u
ld

 b
e 

m
ore easily handled, accord-

ing to the W
atergate com

m
it-

tee staff docum
ent. 

T
h
e in

terv
iew

 o
f fo

rm
er 

H
ughes aide R

obert A
. M

aheu 
:s reco

u
n
ted

 in
 a m

em
o
ran

-
dum

 by W
atergate com

m
ittee 

investigator S
cott A

rm
storng. 

W
a
te

rg
a
te

 c
o
m

m
itte

e
.  

sources have said that R
ichard 

D
an

n
er, a H

u
g
h
es aid

e an
d
 

friend of R
ebozo, testified in 

closed session that M
r. N

ixon 
w

as present at a 1968 m
eeting 

w
hen a request w

as m
ade for 

a cam
paign contribution from

 
H

ughes. 
S

o
u
rces said

 D
an

n
er testi-

fied
 h

e co
u
ld

 n
o
t rem

em
b
er 

w
hether the request cam

e per-
sonally from

 the P
resident or 

fro
m

 R
eb

o
zo

, w
h
o
 also

 w
as 

present. 
R

ebozo has said in a depo-
sition that he acted as a recipi-
ent of the $100,000 and held it 
for three years, w

ithout asking 
fo

r w
h
at p

u
rp

o
se th

e m
o
n
ey

 
w

ould be used. H
e said he re-

tu
rn

e
d
 th

e
 m

o
n
e
y
 in

 th
e
 

spring of 1973 on the advice of 
an attorney. 

T
h
e S

ep
t. 1

9
, 1

9
7
3
, m

em
o
 

w
ent frolia A

rm
strong to T

erry 
L

en
zn

er, assistan
t m

ajo
rity

 
counsel of the W

atergate com
-

m
ittee. It w

as released
 Ju

n
e 

1
3
 b

y
 U

.S
. D

istric
t C

o
u
rt 

Judge H
arry P

regerson of L
os 

A
ngeles on the last day of tes-

tim
ony in a $17.5 m

illion defa-
m

ation suit brought by M
aheu 

against a H
ughes-ow

ned corpo-
ration. 

D
anner, has testified under 

oath that he delivered tw
o se-

cret $50,000 cash contributions 
fro

m
 H

u
g
h
es to

 R
eb

o
zo

 in
 

1970 for M
r. N

ixon's re-elec-
tion. 

T
hat m

oney, w
hich R

ebozo 
has said w

as kept in a safe de-
posit box in his K

ey B
iscayne 

bank, has since com
e under in-

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 b

y
 th

e
 S

e
n
a
te

 
W

atergate 'com
m

ittee and the 
special prosecutor's office. 

T
h
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st h

as 
quoted sources as saying that 
H

erb
ert K

alm
b
ach

, M
r. N

ix
-

on's form
er attorney, testified 

in
 secret b

efo
re th

e S
en

ate 
co

m
m

ittee th
at so

m
e o

f th
e 

m
oney w

ent to the P
resident's 

brother F
. D

onald and to M
r. 

N
ixon's secretary, R

ose M
ary 

W
oods. 

In
 th

e m
em

o
, A

rm
stro

n
g
 

q
u
o
ted

 M
ah

eu
 as say

in
g
 h

e 
had been inform

ed by D
anner 

th
at b

efo
re th

e first $
5
0
,0

0
0
 

co
n
trib

u
tio

n
 w

as m
ad

e, R
e-

b
o
z
o
 to

ld
 D

a
n
n
e
r th

a
t 

"H
ughes had not m

ade a sub-
stan

tial co
n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 th
e 

N
ixon ccam

paign." 
"M

aheu got the im
pression 

fro
m

 D
an

n
er th

at after th
e 

co
n
trib

u
tio

n
 H

u
g
h
es' p

ro
b
-

lem
s w

ith the federal govern-
m

ent w
ould be easier to take 

care of," A
rm

strong w
rote. 

A
t the tim

e, there w
ere indi-

cations that the antitrust divi-
sio

n
 o

f th
e Ju

stice D
ep

art-
m

en
t w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t ap

p
ro

v
e o

f 
H

u
g
h
es' p

u
rch

ase o
f ad

d
i-

tional hotel properties in L
as 

V
egas, since he already ow

ned 
several hotels in the city. 

In a deposition filed in con-
n
e
c
tio

n
 w

ith
 h

is la
w

su
it 

ag
ain

st H
u
g
h
es, M

ah
eu

 h
as 

sw
o
rn

 th
at h

e d
id

 n
o
t d

etect 
a
n
y
 se

rio
u
s a

tte
m

p
ts b

y
 

H
ughes to buy the D

unes H
o-

tel in L
as V

egas until D
anner 

"secured a com
m

itm
ent from

 
th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral, Jo
h
n
 

M
itchell, to the effect that the 

Justice D
epartm

ent w
ould not 

o
b
ject to

 M
r. H

u
g
h
es o

r th
e 

H
ughes T

ool C
o. acquiring an-

o
th

er m
ajo

r en
tity

 in
 so

u
th

 
N

evada." 
A

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 M
a
h
e
u
, 

H
ughes subsequently decided 

ag
ain

st b
u
y
in

g
 th

e D
u
n
es af-

ter m
aking a closer exam

ina-
tio

n
 o

f th
e h

o
tel's p

ro
fit rec-

ord. 
In the release version of the 

A
rm

strong m
em

o, portions of 
w

h
ich

 w
ere d

eleted
 b

y
 th

e 
court, H

ughes w
as quoted as 

tellin
g
 M

ah
eu

 th
at h

e w
o
u
ld

 
co

n
trib

u
te $

1
 m

illio
n
 to

 an
y
 

candidate w
ho w

ould stop A
t-

om
ic E

nergy C
om

m
ission un-

derground testing. 

W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st sp

ecia
l co

r-
resp

o
n
d
en

t R
obert M

eyers con-
trib

u
ted

 to this story. 


