STt S
BY RUCKELSHAUS

Fomfge"r Acting Head of F.B.l.
Familiar With the Inquiry
Doubts Any Deception

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New ‘York Times
WASHINGTON, June ' 16—
William D. Ruckelshaus, former
Acting Director 'of the Federal
Bureﬁu of Investigation, ex-
pressed his support today for

contention that he was not re-
sponsible for initiating -wire-
taps of .13 Government officials
and four -newsmen from 1969
to 1971.

Appearmg on the CBS Inc.
program “Face the Nation,”
M"i;“Ruckelshaus said ‘that Mr.
I{Lssmgers role .in the contro—
versial . wiretap program,. .
best as I've been able .to dwe-
tegmine, ‘is pretty: much as. hes
dmcnbed it o
| “Mr. Ruckelshai
sefved as’ Deputy A’ctorney
GEneral until his “dismissal  for
ne“fusmg to dlscharge ‘Archibald
Cox as special - Watergate
pqosecutor mves’mgated the
wiretapping of the 17 ‘individu-|
als last year and:-had access to
- |alizthe F.B.1. doucments: -on- the
case .

Mr KlSSlnger last week
threatened to-resign unless- his,
reputation was- ‘cleared by the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee of any allegations, that
he Had deceived the panel dur-

ing ;his confirmation hearings|.

last fall in describing his role

1h the wmetappmg

&I F.BIL ﬁeports Noted
Press rsports in r@cent

weeks, qo%; quoting sources

on’ the Hollse Judiciary Com-
hittee considering the impeach-
ment :of Nixon, said|
that F.B.IL*
asserted: th&t Mr. Kissinger had
asked. for- ‘wiretaps on certain
‘ mdxv' juals.

Th&FB I. /documents seemed
to ~contradigf, Mr. Kissinger’s
testimony to'the Foréign Re-
lat1ons Commlttee when he,

said &h | not xmtxa‘ted the.

pm but had only com-i
those. who mlght have had
access to leaked information.

R

i|General at the time, said then
:|that :it had -found nothing to

N WIRETAP CASE

:|mittee has now begun a new

s|perjured himself last Septem-

he-Fot Relations Com-
m tee, after: se,yeral days of
open.and closed door hearings,
including testimony by Mr.
Ruckelshaus and _Elliot L.
Richardson, who was Attorney

bar Mr. Kissinger™from “confir-

mation as Secreta\&“of “State.
At Mr: Kissinger's request,|.

the "Foreign Relations Com-|

study to see if Mr. Kissinger

ber. It received all the F.B.L

Secretary of State Kissinger's|

also :
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\wiretap documents last Friday.|i
¢ Mr. Ruckelshaus, who had
studied all the F.B.I. documents
in""question, was asked today
'about the apparent discrepancy
between the F.B.I. reports and
Mr. Kissinger’s contentio
the had not mltxated the
taps.

“On the bas1s of your knowl-
edge of this, would you give
iMr. Kissinger the exoneration
‘that he’s now asking?” Mr.
Ruckelshaus was asked.

“I think I would,” he replied.|*
“I don’t. think that the contro-
versy really is as sharp between
the F.B.I. and Mr. Kissinger as
the records and his statements
make it appear. :

“And I think his role, as best

.Ruckelshaus said, Mr. Nixon,

I've been able to determine, is
prettyimuch as he’s described
t”. b

Mr. Ruckelshaus  said that
Mr. Kissinger complained to Mr
Nixon in 1969 about leaks “that
were very disturbing to him in
his conduct of the foreign pol-
icy.

As @ result of this,

Mr.

together with the Attozmey
General, John W. Mitchell, and
the F.B.I. director, J. Edgar
Hoover, decided on a program
tov stop leaks, part of which
‘was to tap certain individuals
who had access to the infor-
mation.”

Mr. Kissinger’s role was to
supply names to the F.B.I., Mr.
Ruckelshaus said.

“So in the sense that he

supplied the names that were

tapped, he initiated it,” he said.
“But his définition of initiation
is that it wasn’t his idea to tap;
he simply complained about
the leaks.”

Mr. Ruckelshaus suggested
that “in the process of supply-
ing those names,
have been described in F.B.I.
memoranda that this"'was a
request coming from the Na-
tional".Security Council or Mr.
Kissinger or General Haig on
his' staff, requesting a w1retap
on a certain individual.” Gen.
Alexander M. Haig Jr. was Mr.
Kissinger’s deputy in 1969 and
now is the White House chief
of staff.

Askeds about’ an F.BI. sum-

mary. report, described in The
New York Times last week,

it may well,

)

}that said that either. Mr. Kis-
|smgel or General Haig'had ini-
|tiated=wiretaps, Mr. Ruckelhaus:
said that “some of the docu-
iments that are dribbling out of
the House Judiciary Committee
are being used for purposes for
which they Were never pre-
pared.” &

He said that the purpose of
such F.B.I. summaries was not
to determine what Mr. Kis-
singer’s role was nor was it to
determine who initiated indi-
vidual taps. Rather, he said,
it was to get an over-all view
'of the taps-themselves.

“And I think it’s really un-
fair to take those reports in
that context and then apply
them to a statement that he’s
made that had nothing to do
with the particular context in

which the repcrts were made,’
Mr. Ruckelshaus said.

«~Mr. Ruckelshaus said that he
expected “more surprises” in
the Watergate investigation,
but he refused to give his rea-
sons, other than to say, “There
is’ information that I'm aware
of that has not as yet become
public.”

He said hc was not sure if
the House Judiciary Committee
had the evidence. His iob was
to . gather it as head of the
F.B.I. and turn it over to the
special prose"uf'or"; office.

L JGoxy Demes Leaks. |

PALO ALTO Calif., June 16
(UPI)—Ardnbald Cox the for-
mer Special Watergate prose-
cutor, said today that wiretap

charges being leveled against

Secretary of State Kissinger
were similar to those leveled
against~others-in the “heyday”
of McCarthyism.

"Mr. Cox, who delivered the
graduation address at Stanford
University’s 83rd annual com-
mencement exercises, criticized
the news media and called for
an end to unsubstantiated news
leaks: on Watergate related in-
cidents:

“We read no editorials con-
demnmg ex  parte accusation
‘leaks’ to the press and judg-
ments w1thout true adversary
proccedmgs Mr; Cox
“Are they now any less unfair
than they were 20 years ago?
Procedural fairness does not de-
pend upon ,whose ox was
gored.™ .~

said. -



