
'M
rs. M

eir's 
A

ccid
en

tal 
J
ib

e a
t N

ix
o
n

 

r_r t 

SfC
hronicifi 	

JU
N

 1 7 1974 

rusafem
 

sident N
ixon paid' pow

-
e fat tribute to form

er Isra-
e ^ ' P

rim
e M

inister :G
oida 

eir at a state banquet. last 
n ght but M

rs. M
eir, through 

inadvertent phrase near-
l brought dow

n the house in 
t e1

 p
ress ro

o
m

 if n
o
t th

e 
n
q
u
et h

all.. . 
	

. 

A
tr..' ,  N

ixon .  to
ld

 Israeli 
ad

ers_
 assem

b
led

 in
 tid

e 
esset (parliam

ent) recep-
t 11 hall, "N

o leader I have 
et, no president, no king, 
:p

rim
e m

in
ister o

r an
y
 

o
th

er lead
er, h

as d
em

o
n
- 

s 
	in the m

eetings that 
I 1

 
have had w

ith that leader 
_. , eater_ courage, greater in-
telligence, greater stam

ina, 
gg-eater -d

eterm
in

ation
 

and 
greater d

ed
ication

 
to

 h
er 

c:ountry than P
rim

e M
inister 

TV
Ieir." 

 
N

oting 
that . this w

as the 
first state, b

an
q

u
et.  in

 th
e 

:K
n

esset com
p

leted
 u

n
d

er 
V

ier: regim
e, M

r. N
ixon invit- 

ed
 h

er 
	join him

 on the poi- 
d

iu
m

.. 

S
he did so, but the first re-: 

m
ark

 sh
e m

ad
e seem

ed
 to

 
be an unw

itting, hum
orous 

cut 'at the P
resident's W

ater-
gate troubles. 

"A
s P

resident N
ixon said, 

p
resid

en
ts can

 d
o

 alm
o
st 

anything and P
resident N

ix-
o
n
 h

as d
o
n
e m

an
y
 th

in
g
s 

th
at n

o
b
o
d
y
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
thought of doing," she said. 

T
here w

ere a few
 chuckles

in the banquet hall but m
ost 

of .the Israelis present w
ere 

too polite or sim
ply too nu-

fam
iliar w

ith
 E

n
g
lish

 to
, 

laugh. 
B

u
t in

 a
 n

e
a
rb

y
 h

o
te

l, 
.w

here W
ashington new

s per7  
so

n
n
el trav

elin
g
 w

ith
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t listen
ed

 to
 

the 
speech, there w

ere gales of 
laughter. 

M
rs. M

eir saved the day, 
h
o
w

eV
er, b

y
 co

n
tin

u
in

g
: 

"A
li 

I 
can say; m

r. F
resi-

dent;. -as 'frien
d
s an

d
 as an

 
Israeli .  citizen

 . to. 'a 
great 

A
m

e
ric

a
n
 p

re
sid

e
n

t, i s 
thank you." 

U
n
ite

d
 P

re
ss 

U
P

! T
e
le

p
h
o
to

 

E
arlier yesterday, b

efore th
e in

cid
en

t at th
e state b

a
n

q
u

e
t, M

r. N
ix

o
n

 p
a
id

 a
 c

o
u

rte
s
y
 c

a
ll u

p
on

 M
rs. M

eir 
in Jerusalem

 • 


