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Detensive driving in Damascus

Examiner News Service

DAMASCUS — Syrian and
American security met their
biggest Middle East chal-
lenge so far yesterday —
getting President Nixon 18
miles from the airport to
downtown Damascus with-
out harm.

The two security services
have been working closely
‘since the visit was an-
nounced to counteract the
threat posed by 180.000 Pal-
estinian refugees living in
Syria.

But in the end, Nixon and
his host, Syrian  President
Hafez Assad, were so confi-
dent that they pushed back
the top of the presidential
limousine and stood up smil-
ing and waving, through five
of the most teeming, poten-
tially dangerous miles in the
Middle East.

Hundreds of  soldiers
carrying Russian-made ri-
fles, stood at three-yard in-
tervals as Nixon passed
along Baghdad Street. in the
ancient heart of Damascus.

But the soldiers — part of
a 6,000-man security force —
were only the visible part of
the safety net around Nixon.

The part that he never
saw included:

® The dozens of Syrian
security men who infiltrated
into the Palestinian refugee
camps to keep an eye on
militants.

e The quiet warning that
the government sent to Pa-
lestinians in the camps not
to leave their walled com-
pounds until Nixon leaves.

e The two high-ranking "

Nixon’s

Syrian intelligence officers
who joined Nixon's body-
guard.

Neighboring Lebanon had
also cooperated by telling
Syria whenever any suspect-
ed militant left that country
recently.

Despite apprehensions {or
safety during his
tast-paced visit, the trip so
far has proceeded with sur-
prisingly few difriculti2g;.

The U.S. Secret Service,

working closely with the

host governments. has put
together an efficient and
well-organized .. protective
program. It includes the
heavy use of military guards
as well as local police, but in
the end the responsibility
falls. as it does at home, on
the highly trained Ameri-
cans.

The American agents are
fully armed. and some cayry
light Jewish-made sub-
machine guns in their at-
tache cases. Americans
shudder at the thought of the

diplomatic problems that

could result if an American
agent were to fire his weap-
on during an overseas Presi-
dential trip. Experienced
presidential travelers do not
recall an instance when a
Secret Service agent drew
his weapon, much less fire
it.



