
ternal revenue ,code res 
tions against attemptin 
"obstruct or impede the ctue  
administration" of federal 
tax laws — a felony. ;: 	• 

According to the memos 
and testimony virtually all 
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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Nixon's first two Inter-
nal Revenue Service com-
missioners told the House 
impeachment inquiry that 
they were under intense po-
litical pressure from the 
White House to perform acts 
they considered improper 
and dangerous. 

One, Randolph Thrower, 
Nixon's first IRS. commis-
sioner, was so disturbed by 
White House efforts to politi-
cize the federal tax collec-
tion agency that he re-
signed. 

His successor, Johnny M. 
Walters, admitted that he 
bowed to White House pres-
sure and reopened an audit 
of former Democrati c 
Party chairman Lawrence 
O'Brien's tax :returns. 

When that audit produced 
nothing. Walters said, he 
flatly refused to reopen it 
again despite a tongue - 
lashing from John Ehrlich-
man. then the President's 
chief domestic adviser. 

Both Thrower and Walters 
submitted. sworn affidavits 
.0 the lawyers for the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

Coupled with memos and 
previous testimony by Nix-
on's top fernier aides on how 

—Turn to Page 18, Col. I  

nn ax ou le — friends like.  
the Rev. Billy Graham, ac-
tor John Wayne and Florida 
businessman Charles G . 
(Bebe) Rebozo. 

But, as was the case in 
other areas under investiga-
tion by the 38-member 
peachment panel, there is 
lack o f evidence linking 
those various activities di-
rectly to the President. 

Both Thrower and Walters 
reported interference from 
the highest levels of the ad-
ministration, b u t neither 
tied it directly to the Oval 
Office. 

Nevertheless, the charges 
raised b y Walters and 
ThroWer are likely to be 
weighed heavily by the com-
mittee in any consideration 
of impeachment articles re-
lating to Nixon's alleged 
failure to "faithfully exe-
cute," either by himself or 
through h i s subordinates, 
the duties of the office of 
President.' 

Moreover, there are indi-
cations that Nixon may yet 
be tied personally with the 
attempt to "politicize" the 
IRS. 

Presidential counsel J . 
Fred Buzhardt, in executive 
session testimony before the 
Senate Watergate Commit-
tee — which has been turned 
over to the impeachment 
panel — said that on Sept. 
15, 1972, Nixon, Dean and 
Haldeman discussed Dean's 
report on the O'Brien audit. 

Nixon has made public 
only part of the Sept. 15 
transcript, but subsequent 
portions which have been 
made public b y other 
sources show that Dean and 
the President, did, in fact, 
discuss the political use of 
the IRS. 

The impeachment panel is 
now seeking the entire Sept. 
15 tape for for its inquiry. 

The problem that ulti- 

mately led to Thrower's 
resignation in 1971 came late 
that year when then-Under-
secretary of treasury Charl 
Walker tried to pressure him 
into appointing two men, 
both of whom Thrower con-
sidered unqualified, to top 
IRS law enforcement posts. 

The two were John Caul-
field, an ex-New York cop 
who was then a White House 
aide often used to direct po-
litical investivations, and G. 
Gordon Liddy, an ex-FBI 
agent then serving as a 
Treasury Department offi-
cial. 

Liddy was later convicted 
as a ringleader of the Water-
gate break-in, Caulfield, who 
was appointed deputy chief 
of enforcement for the ATF 
division after Thrower re-
signed, was forced to quit 
last summer when his name 
cropped up prominently . in 
the Senate Watergate Com-
mittee's probe of the Water-
gate coverup. 

Although Walker told 
Thrower that the two men 
had powerful White House 
backing, including "presi-
dential blessing," Thrower 
refused to hire them and 
said he would resign if they 
were forced on him. 

The pressure on Walters 
in the O'Brien Case came 
from Ehrlichman through 


