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A cordial welcome 
their own choice in order to 
remind the world of their ex-
istence, Of fheir case," he 
said, referring to guerrilla 
action. 

and a stern warning 
DAMASCUS — Flying in 

through an unintended secu-
rity scare that caused.tense 
moments aboard his presi-
dential jet, President Nixon 
yesterday got a cordial wel-
come to Damascus, followed 
by the toughest lecture he 
has yet heard on the Arab 
requirements f o r Middle 
East peace from, Syria's 
President Hafez Assad, 

He had come from Saudi 
Arabia whose King Faisal 
too had emphasized Pales-
tinians' wrongs a n d the 
problem of Moslem holy 
places in Jerusalem. But 
Faisal had added an extra-
ordinary word of praise for 
the President and a warning 
to "anybody who stands 
against you." in the United 
States and out, as having 
"one aim in mind, namely 
the splintering of the world 

Assad greeted Nixon with 
form 	honors upon A i r 
Force One's arrival at this 
third 'ddle East tour stop, 
rode ith him  throtgh 
throngs of applauding citi-
zens in the heavily-guarded 
capital. and then bluntly 
stated in an evening dinner 
speech what it will take to 
establish peace in the re-
gion. 

"The only lasting and du-
rable peace would he a 
peace that would terminate 
Israeli occupation, restore 
the land to, its ( Palestinian) 
people, remove the griev-
ances inflicted upon the peo-
ple of Palestine and ensure 
them of their legitimate na-
tional rights," he said. 

Palestinians "despair . of 
the justice of man and inter-
national organizations," As- 
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sad said, specifically blam-
ing Israel. 

"They (the Israelis) have • 
forced the Palestinian peo-
ple to follow a path not of 

"No peace can be estab-
lished in this region, unless 
a real and just solution is 
found for the Palestine ques-
tion." 

Assad also praised U.S. in-
itiatives in attempting to 
mediate peace and Nixon re-
sponded, as he had to Presi-
dent Sadat of Egypt and 
King Faisal that lie had 
"no instant solutions." 

"You have indicated your 
concern about such matters 
as the Palestinians which we 
of course understand, your 
borders which we of course 
understand and your con; 
cern for other matters," 
Nixon said. 

He said he and Assad to-
day would "explore in great-
er detail all of the factors in-
volved in the.  problems you 
have touched on tonight. 

"I can simply state to-
night ,ghat we .do not consid-
er the first step (the Syrian- 
I s r a eli 	disengagement 
agreement) to be the last 
step," .he said. "It is a be-
ginning and a good begin-
ning."  

Nixon said that a cultural 
exchange program with Syr-
ia.  was being re-established. 
But neither he nor Assad' 
mentioned the resumption of 
diplomatic ties broken by 
Syria in the 1967 Middle 
East war. Syria has had 
close ties with the Soviet 
Union. . 

Earlier both United States 
and Syrian sources had said 
restoring of diplomatic ties 
would be set in motion dur-
ing the visit. 

American flags flew in 
this capital for the first time 
since 1967 for Nixon's -arriv-
al as the first American 
president ever to come here. 
He received a hearty 

handshake from Assad. 
Syrian officials first esti- 

but did not show any of the 
frenzy of the millions of 
Egyptians at the start of the 
tour. 

Nixon had given Saudi 
Arabia a promise of more 
military aid as he wound up 
his 24-hour visit in Jidda 
yesterday and King Faisal 
called o n Americans to 
stand behind the chief execu-
tive in what the monarch 
described as his "almost 
unprecedented" quest for 
peace. 

Faisal gave praise for 
Nixon's efforts to overcome 
"the problems and the blem- 
ishes that seem to mar the, 
relationship between t h e 
United States a n d some 
Arab' countries:".  

The,  King appeared to be 
referring to Watergate and 
the impeachment proceed-
ings in Washington against 
Nixon wh he said: 

"But w r els very impor-
tant is that our friends in the 
United States of America be 
themselves wise 'ough to 
stand behind yo ' to rally 
around you, Mr. • resident, 
in your noble efforts, almost 

unprecedente0 'efforts in the 
history of .oinankind. the ef-
forts aimed at securing 
peace and justice in the 
world." 

"Anybody w h o stands 
against you in the United 
States of America or outside 
the United States, Mr. Pres-
ident; or stands against us. 
your friends, in this part of 
the world, obviously has one 
aim in mind, namely the 
splintering of the world, the 
wrong , polarization of .the 
world, the bringing about, of 
mischief, which would not 

be conducive to tranquility 
and peacetti*.the world." 

A senior White House offq 
cial said when asked if he 
thought the King was refer' 
ring t o Watergate: "We 

• would not want to character-
ak the King's remarks. He 
spoke very eloquently tor 
himself." 


