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Paul H. Nitze, the top 

Pentagon representative to 
the U.S.-Soviet strategic 
arms limitation talks, re-
signed abruptly yesterday, 
claiming that the "depress- 
ing . 	. traumatic events 
now unfolding" in Washing-
ton made it unlikely that 
any realti  restraints can be 
placed on the nuclear arms 
race at this time. 

In a sharply worded state-
ment explaining his deci-
sion, the 67-year-old official 
who has served in the last 
three administrations, did 
not specifically mention 
"Watergate" or President 
Nixon. 

But Nitze's statement 
made •it clear that the 
"Watergate". scandals, in his 
view, had weakened the abil-
ity of the Nixon administra-
'tan to negotiate the kinds 
of new arms agreements 
which he believes would 
contribute to stability and 
lessening of tensions. 

Nitze's formal letter of 
resignation to President 
Nixon yesterday contained 
only one sentence: "My re-
quest of May 28th to resign 
not having been accepttec“ 
now feel compelled unilater-
ally to t 	e my ap- 
pointmente today." 

But as fter was re-
leased, Nitm.,s office distrib-
uted a lonter statement in 
the Pentagon newsroom. 
Nitze and his secretary had 
already left their Pentagon 
office, and the departed offi-
cial was not available for 
further comment. 

In his statement, Nitze 
said that U.S. arms control 
policy is "integral to the na-
tional security and foreign 
policy of this nation and 
they, in turn, are closely in-

- tertwined with domestic af-
fairs. 

"In my view," he said, "it 
would be illusory to attempt 
to ignore or wish away the 
depressing reality of the 
traumatic events now un-
folding in our nation's capi-
tal and of the implications 
of those events in the inter-
national arena. 

"Until the office of the 
presidency has been re-
stored to its principal func 
tion of upholding the Con-
stitution and taking care of 

• the fair execution of the 
laws, and thus be able to 
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function effectively-at home 
and abroad, I see no real 
prospect for reversing cer- 
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tain unfortunate trends in 
the evolving situation," the 
statement said. 

Nitze did not specify what 
trends he meant. But — 
aside from Watergate 	he 
is known to have been „dis-
turbed by what he viewed as 
a very tough Soyiet poiition 
at the arms talks that 
seemed to him to be based 
on a` Russian feeling that 
events generally favored 
Russia with the result that 
Russia felt lettle need to 
bend, to the United States at 
SALT. 

Nitze also strongly op- 
posed some proposals under 
consdieration within the 
White House which, in his 
view, would help solidify 
current Soviet numerical ad-
vantages in nuclear missiles. 
He was opposed specifically, 
insiders say, to an extension 
of the interim agreement of 
offensive nuclear weapons 
reached in May, 1972, and 
which would expire in 1977. 

Nitze also is known to be 
peeved at the reported lack 
of consultation the SALT 
team has bad with Secretary 
of State Henry A. Kissinger 
and the general lack of use 
of the negotiating team, 
which-has not been back to 
Geneva since April 11. 

His departure comes just 
two weeks before President 
Nixon Visits Moscow, and of-
ficials 'say it is clear now 
that whatever agreement, if 
any, in the nuclear arms  

field comes out of the sum-
mit, aside from K a limited, 
test ban agreement, will 
have been arranged once 
a: 	by Kissinger.

•s statement goes on 
to say,if,.`!Time is now of the 
essenee in establishing the 
preconditions for •such a re-
generation," presuinably in 
the functioning of the presi-
dency. 

"In the meantime, it is es-
sential that the orderly 
process of government con-
tinue. It is the genius of the 
U.S. form of government," 
he said, "that it has the flex 
ibility to compensate for in-
dividual deficiencies. All 
those, who are confirming to 
maint* the orderly process 
of government despite the 
tensions between their loy-
ally to higher authority and 
their loyalty to their oath of 
office have my full sympa-
thy and admiration. 

"I regret that that tension' 
has now become too great 
for me to continue in office 
with them." 

On the arms control issue, 
Nitze strongly indi6ted that 
he felt no agreement which 
would really put a lid on the 
arms race—and would thus 
increase s t 	y—could 
come out of titi4stinnit this 
month. 	"?` \' 

"For the last •five years," 
he said, "I have devoted all 
my energies to stipporting 
the objective of negotiating' 
SALT. agreements •whieh 
would be balanced and 
which would enhance the se-
curity of the U.S., and also 
of the Soviet Unibn, by 
maintaining crisis stability 
and .. . lessening the strate-
gic arms competition ... 

"Under the circumstances 
existing at the present time, 
however, I see little pro 
spect of negotiating meas-
ures which will enhance 
movement toward those ob-
jectives," he said. - . 

Though Nitze's general 
unhappiness was known and 
his departure was expected, 
the abruptness of it just two 
weeks before the summit 
talks surprised even De-
fense Secretary James R. 
Schlesinger. ' 

To replace Nitze, Schle-
singer named Dr. James P. 
Wade Jr., who has worked 
on SALT within the Penta-
On since 1972 and is on the 
stiff of the Pentagon's chief 
scientists. 

Nitze was also bruised in 
March when the White 
House declined to send his 
name to the 'Senate to be- 

,come assistant secretary ot 
defense. 

Schlesinger wanted ilitze, 
but when some conserva- 
tives,e including Sen. Barry 
Goldwater, 	Protested, 
Nitze's name-was scratched. 

Nitze's departure in effect 
reflects a continuing split in 
views within the administra-
tion and in some quartersuf 
Congress over the U.S. posi-
tion on new missile agree-
ments with the Russians. 

The split is between — 
like Nitze — who believe 
the United States must be 
very tough, push for actutl 
reductions in forces, and• 
reach a permanent agree-
ment which roughly evens 
out the nuclear strike forces 
on both sides, and others 
who believe that the Soviets 
cannot be pressed too hard 
and that some agreement 
which is at least a step to 
ward limiting such weapons 
as MIRV-type multiple-war-.  
head missiTes is better than 
no agreement in ' terms of 
slowing the arms race. 


