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WASHINGTON, June 13 -
J. Fred Buzhardt Jr., one of 
President Nixon's two key -Wa-
terga0 defense lawyers, suf-
fered an apparent heart attack 
early' today and was rushed to 
a hospital. 

A spokesman at the Fairfax 
Hospital in nearby Falls 
Church, Va., said that Mr. Buz-
hardt's condition was "serious" 
but that it had "stabilized." 

The illness of Mr. Buzhardt, 
the 50-year-old counsel to the 
President, could create difficul-
ties in the legal defense of 
Mr, Nixon, White House staff 
members said. 

Although he was succeeded 
earlier this year by James D. 
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long hours. One White liouse peachrnent inquiry and in Wa- 
official attached to the legal tergate-related court cases, Mr. 
staff said that Mr. Suzliardt Buzhardt is still in charge of 
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Mr. Buzhardt also acted as He had reportedly been un-custodian of all tapes and doc- der heavy pressure preparing laments related to Watergate Ifor the plumbers' case, parficu- and reportedly is far more fa- larly in presenting the 	ite miller with these ° materials House contention that P 
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Aiked what the impact of, D. Ethrlichman should pot he 
Mr. Buzhardt's illness would be,1 	to examine --ew 
Mr. St. Clair said 	Hotge materials. Mr. B 	At 
made arrangements to re 
I am confident we will be 
to carry out our respon 
ties to any court." 

Mr. Buzhardt had 
scheduled to appear • in 	ed 
States District Court toda 
the "plumbers" case involving 
the break-in of the office of 
Daniel Ellsberg's former psy-
chiatrist. His place was taken 
by two other lawyers on the 
White House legal staff, Jack 
Chester and Jean A. Staudt; 

PresidOit Nixon, who is in 
the Midi& East, was info d 
of Mr. Buzhardt's app t  
heart`attack. 

was' reported by one o ial 

to have/ worked all night 
Tuesday going through the 
documents in question. 

He had also been in charge 
of putting out the edited 	I 
transcript of White House tape 
recordings on April 30, a Her-
culean task performed on short 
notice from the President. 

Acquaintences said Mr. Buz-
hardt had looked unusually 
haggard recently. 


