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T
he P

olitical R
ole of the 

It is a tim
e to

 sto
p
 b

ein
g
 m

ealy
-

m
outhed. If the ,U

.S
. governm

ent loses 
the invalnable services of S

ecretary of 
S

tate H
en

ry
 A

. K
issin

g
er, th

e en
o
r-

m
ous, W

atergate-induced self im
por-

tance of the A
m

erican press w
ill be to 

M
arne.' 
*If the U

.S
. dollar—

your dollar and 
m

y dollar—
loses a lot of its value on 

th
e w

o
rld

 'm
ark

ets; an
d
 if A

m
erican

 
foreign policy also joins A

m
erican eco-

nom
ic policy on the dung-heap of dis-

order, you can thank your friendly m
e-

dia. 
,:T

h
e p

lain
 fact o

f th
e m

atter is th
at 

w
e now

 have in W
ashington, not just a 

double standard, but a triple standard. 
Y

ou • have to begin right there to un-
derstand the resulting orgies of hypoc-
risy

. A
n
d
 th

e first p
art o

f th
is trip

le 
standard for public judgm

ent of public 
m

en concerns the political role of the 
press, or m

edia. 
It is the sm

arm
iest kind of hypocrisy 

to
 p

reten
d
 th

at th
e p

ress w
as n

o
t d

i-
rectly

 resp
o
n
sib

le fo
r D

r. K
issin

g
er's 

decision to resign his office unless his 
nam

e could be prom
ptly and decisively 

cleared. 
O

n
 last T

h
u
rsd

ay
, h

e h
ad

 ju
st re-

tin
n
ed

 fro
try

 o
n
e o

f th
e g

reatest an
d
 

m
o
st to

tally
 ex

h
au

stin
g
 d

ip
lo

m
atic 

feats in
 rath

er m
o
re th

an
 a cen

tu
ry

. 
T

he secretary w
as being very m

odest 
if he m

erely thought he had "deserved 
w

ell of the R
epublic"—

in the phrase of 
old R

om
e. 

H
is reception w

as a savage and dis-
gusting press conference, during w

hich 
h
e w

as treated
 lik

e a com
m

on crim
i-

nal. A
t one point, one of his interroga-

tors even suggested that he m
ight w

ell 
b
e in

d
icted

 fo
r p

erju
ry

, an
d
 b

ello
w

-
ingly- inquired w

hether he had already 
retain

ed
 co

u
n
sel to

 rep
resen

t h
im

 in
 

case o
f a p

erju
ry

 in
d
ictm

en
t. T

o
 b

e 
su

re, o
n
ly

 a m
in

o
rity

 th
u
s d

isg
raced

 
th

e fo
rm

erly
 h

o
n
o
rab

le rep
o
rter's 

trade. 
Y

et in the subsequent com
m

entaries, 
th

e m
em

b
ers o

f th
is m

in
o
rity

 w
ere 

never rebuked by their colleagues. In-
stead, D

r. K
issinger w

as rebuked. T
he 

clim
ax cam

e on the evening of M
on-

day, w
hen T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es hit the 

streets w
ith

 an
 ed

ito
rial accu

sin
g
 D

r. 
K

issin
g
er o

f "d
issem

b
lin

g
" in

 to
rtes 

m
ajestically com

bining self-righteous-
ness and pecksniffery. T

elegraphed to 
S

alzb
u
rg

, th
e ed

ito
rial p

ro
m

p
tly

 trig
-

gered D
r. K

issinger's press conference 
and resignation statem

ent on T
uesday. 

T
hose are the plain facts. W

hat has 
h
ap

p
en

ed
 can

n
o
t b

e co
m

p
reh

en
d
ed

 
w

ith
o
u
t th

o
se facts. Y

et th
is rep

o
rter 

has seen no account of D
r. K

issinger's 

edia' 

th
reat to

 resig
n
 th

at h
as set fo

rth
 th

e 
facts either fully or forthrightly. O

ver 
all, it seem

s a m
ite o

d
d
 fo

r th
e m

ajo
r 

political role of the press to be left out 
of the accounting, w

hen w
e have taken 

to
 h

o
ld

in
g
 o

u
t p

u
b
lic m

en
 so

 strictly
 

accountable. 
T

h
is is th

e first p
art o

f th
e p

rev
ail-

ing triple standard in W
ashington. A

s 
to

 th
e
 o

th
e
r p

a
rt th

a
t ju

stifie
s th

e
 

w
ord, "triple," it is sim

ple enough. D
r. 

K
issinger has in fact been accused of 

"dissem
bling," and has even heard the 

w
ord "perjury" hurled at him

, because 
o
f a cru

cial n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 m

atter 
involving less than a score of w

iretaps. 
U

n
d
er th

e law
, su

ch
 w

iretap
s are en

-
tirely perm

issable for national security 
purposes. 

O
n
e w

o
n
d
ers, th

en
, w

h
y
 it w

as so
 

shocking for a servant of the N
ixon ad-

m
in

istratio
n
 to

 w
o
rry

 ab
o
u
t n

atio
n
al 

security to the extent of know
ingly ap-

proving under a score of w
iretaps. A

f-
ter all, national security w

iretaps w
ere 

very m
uch m

ore num
erous in the T

ru-
m

an
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
, an

d
 th

ey
 w

ere 
vastly m

ore num
erous in the •adm

inis-
tration of P

resident K
ennedy. 

T
h
is rep

o
rter, w

ith
 a k

n
o
w

n
 th

ree  

w
iretap

s to
 h

is cred
it, all p

re-N
ix

o
n
, 

h
as lo

n
g
 h

eld
 th

e d
o
ctrin

e th
at if y

o
u
 

have not been tapped, you have been 
slacking on your job. A

s to the John-
son adm

inistration, P
resident Johnson 

sensibly did not trust the late J. E
dgar 

H
oover—

so he had the S
ecret S

ervice 
do the tapping for him

, again on a m
a-

jor scale. In short, the servants of the 
N

ixon adm
inistration are plainly being 

ju
d
g
ed

 b
y
 d

ifferen
t tests th

an
 th

o
se 

that prevailed in happier tim
es. 

S
o w

e com
e back to the W

atergate-
induced self-im

portance of the A
m

eri-
can press that w

as noted at the outset, 
noting this is not m

eant to detract for 
o
n
e m

o
m

en
t fro

m
 th

e g
reat ach

iev
e-

m
ent of exposing the crim

es and squal-
ors that now

 go by the nam
e of W

ater-
gate. 

Y
et it seem

s this success has now
 led 

to
 a n

ew
 an

d
 d

an
g
ero

u
s situ

atio
n
. 

S
om

e people have now
 openly begun 

to
 fo

llo
w

 th
e ru

le: ""I'll b
e ju

d
g
e, I'll 

be jury," said C
unning O

ld F
ury; "I'll 

try the w
hole cause, and condem

n you 
to death." 

M
ean

w
h
ile S

en
. 

J. 
W

illiam
 F

u
l-

bright, w
ho has seen m

ore than m
ere , 

leaked bits of the total data, is report-
ed

ly
 co

n
fid

en
t th

at D
r. K

issin
g
er d

id
 

not dissem
ble w

hen he appeared before 
th

e F
o
reig

n
 R

elatio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee. 

F
urtherm

ore, even w
ith C

unning O
ld 

F
u
ry

, o
n
e su

p
p
o
ses th

at so
m

e v
ag

u
e 

n
o
tio

n
s o

f n
atio

n
al in

terest u
su

ally
 

prevailed. ©
1974, L

os A
ngeles T

im
es 

"It is hypocrisy to pretend the press w
as not 

responsible for D
r. K

issinger's decision to 
resign unless cleared." 


