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S
eeking S

anctuary on the H
ill 

S
piro A

gnew
 tinderstood that C

on-: 
gress is not part of the ruling class. S

o 
w

hen the going got tough, he got going 
to the H

ouse of R
epresentatives. 

W
hen the prosecutors closed in, he 

b
eg

g
ed

 th
e H

o
u
se to

 b
eg

in
 im

p
each

-
m

en
t A

iro
ceed

in
g
s ag

ain
st h

im
. H

e 
knew

 a sanctuary w
hen he saw

 one. If 
M

r. N
ixon did not understand M

r. A
g-

new
ls clev

ern
ess,th

en
, h

e su
rely

 d
o
es 

now
,. 

T
he 

T
h
e
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 a

b
o
u
t M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

m
oved 19 grand jurors to vote—

unani-
M

ously—
to nam

e him
 an unindicted 

co-conspirator. B
ut this evidence is not 

even sufficient to m
ove the H

ouse Ju-
diciary C

om
m

ittee to put in a five-day 
w

ork w
eek. 

E
vidently the H

ouse thinks im
peach-

m
en

t m
u
st b

e lik
e B

ru
tu

s' su
icid

e: a 
P

resid
en

t m
u
st v

o
lu

n
tarily

 h
u
rl h

im
-

;elf o
n
 h

is o
w

n
 sw

o
rd

. H
e m

u
st im

-
peach him

self by voluntarily serving 
tp

 o
n
 a silv

er salv
er all th

e ev
id

en
ce 

igainst him
. 

B
u
t h

e n
eed

 n
o
t b

eliev
e th

at th
e 

H
ouse is so proud that it w

ill im
peach 

ii`m
 for laughing at its •legal coercion 

.--subpoenas. A
ccording to prevailing 

eory, if a P
resident refuses to im

pale 
nuself, uncoerced, the H

ouse is duty-
o
u
n
d
 to

 w
rite h

im
 d

isco
n
so

late let-
ers. 
D

u
ty

 is stern
, b

u
t it is n

o
t fo

rev
er.  

S
o
o
n
 th

e H
o
u
se w

ill retu
rn

 to
 w

o
rk

 
w

orthy of its talents. 
T

he S
enate, too, is playing a charac-

teristic (that is, passive) role in m
aking 

life
 e

v
e
r sa

fe
r fo

r th
e
 e

x
e
c
u
tiv

e
 

b
ran

ch
. T

h
e S

en
ate, to

g
eth

er w
ith

 
so

m
e p

ro
secu

to
rs an

d
 a rem

ark
ab

le 
judge, is dem

onstrating that "refusing 
to testify accurately" to a S

enate com
-

m
ittee is a risk-free vocation. 
D

u
rin

g
 h

is 'co
n
firm

atio
n
 h

earin
g
s, 

R
ich

ard
 K

lein
d
ien

st, en
 ro

u
te to

 b
e-

com
ing A

ttorney G
eneral, denied un-

d
er o

ath
 th

at an
y
o
n
e in

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se h

ad
 tried

 to
 in

flu
en

ce h
is h

an
-

dling of a crucial antitrust case. L
ater 

h
e ad

m
itted

 th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 o

r-
dered him

 to accept a particular settle-
m

ent.,  
M

r. K
leindienst had said som

ething 
that "he then and there w

ell knew
 w

as 
false." (T

h
e w

o
rd

s q
u
o
ted

 are th
o
se 

the grand jury' used in indicting H
.R

, 
H

ald
em

an
 fo

r p
erju

ry
 in

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 

w
ith

 h
is testim

o
n
y
 b

efo
re a S

en
ate 

com
m

ittee.) 
Instead of charging M

r. K
leindienst 

w
ith perjury, the S

pecial P
rosecutor's 

office show
ed a special talent for un-

earthing an obscure lesser charge. M
r. 

K
leindienst w

as allow
ed to plead that 

h
e d

id
 "refu

se an
d
 fail to

 an
sw

er ac-
cu

rately
 an

d
 fu

lly
" co

m
m

ittee q
u
es-

tions. 
T

he judge im
posed a droll sentence 

(a m
onth in jail and a $100 fine), sus-

p
en

d
ed

 it, an
d
 fell to

 p
raisin

g
 M

r. 
K

leindienst. H
e said M

r. K
leindienst's 

lie "reflects a h
eart th

at is 
too loyal 

and considerate of the feelings of oth-
ers." 

W
ill su

ch
 m

ercy
 d

ro
p
p
eth

 as th
e 

gentle rain from
 H

eaven upon a num
-

b
er o

f W
aterg

ate d
efen

d
an

ts—
M

r. 
H

aldem
an, for exam

ple? T
hey all m

ust 
adore this new

 principle of A
m

erican 
law

: M
o
d
eratio

n
 in

 p
u
rsu

it o
f th

o
se 

w
ho lie for M

r. N
ixon is a virtue, be-

cau
se ex

trem
ism

 in
 lo

y
alty

 to
 M

r. 
N

ixon is no vice. 
M

r. K
leindienst told a lie, w

h
ich

, if 
it h

ad
 b

een
 d

etected
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e h
ear-

ings, w
ould have caused the S

enate to 
refuse to confirm

 him
. F

o
r th

is sin
 h

e 
h
as n

o
w

 su
ffered

 th
e stin

g
 o

f b
ein

g
  

to
ld

, in
 o

p
en

 co
u
rt, th

at h
e lo

v
ed

 n
o
t 

w
isely but too w

ell. 
Iniagine, then, w

hat H
enry K

issinger 
w

ill suffer now
 that he has aw

akened 
the S

enate F
oreign R

elations C
om

m
it-

tee and dem
anded it express approval 

of his confirm
ation testim

ony concern-
ing the secret w

iretapping of adm
inis-

trative officials and reporters. 
M

r. K
issin

g
er testified

 th
at h

e n
ev

er 
"reco

m
m

en
d
ed

" w
iretap

s. E
lsew

h
ere 

h
e said

 h
e "alm

o
st n

ev
er" p

erso
n
ally

 
au

th
o
rized

 tap
s. R

ecen
tly

 h
e said

 h
e 

n
ev

er m
ad

e "d
irect" reco

m
m

en
d
atio

n
s 

fo
r tap

s. O
n
e tap

e is rep
o
rted

 to
 re-

co
rd

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 say

in
g
 th

at M
r. K

is-
sin

g
er ask

ed
 fo

r tap
s. 

H
e
 te

stifie
d
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s n

e
v
e
r 

"ex
p
licitly

" in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 term
in

atin
g
 

tap
s. S

o
m

e so
u
rces ch

arg
e th

at h
is o

f-
fice d

irectly
 o

rd
ered

 so
m

e term
in

a-
tio

n
s, an

d
 at o

n
e p

o
in

t fo
rb

ad
e term

i-
n
atio

n
 o

f a tap
. 

H
is v

ario
u
s statem

en
ts are fleck

ed
 

w
ith

 w
easel w

o
rd

s o
f a so

rt w
h
ich

, 
w

h
en

 h
is b

o
ss u

ses th
em

, are said
 to

 
ju

stify
 n

eg
ativ

e in
feren

ces. T
h
e F

o
r-

eig
n
 R

elatio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee is n

o
to

ri- 
ously deferential to M

r. K
issinger, w

ho 
say

s h
e w

ill resig
n
 u

n
less it b

lesses 
h
im

. T
h
at is a g

am
b
le co

m
p
arab

le to
 

N
il'. N

ixon's 1952 "C
heckers" speech in 

w
h
ich

 h
e th

rew
 h

im
self o

n
 th

e m
ercy

 
of the R

epublican N
ational C

om
m

ittee. 

"A
gnew

 begged the H
one to begin im

peach-
m

ent. H
e knew

 a sanctuary w
hen he saw

 
one." 


