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1 ,71:b S S. Magruder says 

Psident Nixon, H. R. 
H deman and John Ehrlich-
man may have been trying 
to seem less knowledgeable 
than they really were when 
they said in 'a taped White 
Huse conversation that Ma-
gruder should testify before 
theWatergate■ prosecutors. 

The foroper White House 
aide, Win;;,„is lin jail for his 
part in tlatergate cover-
up, said '` Aa taped TV inter-
view with Barbara Walters 
of  the NBC,' "Today" show 
that he had agreed three or 
four days earlier to make 
such an appearance and that 
the President and his two 
top aides knew about it. 

Part of the interview was 
broadcast, last night and the 
remainder is being shown 
this morning. . 

"There ita complete gap 
there which ,  Would indicate 
either lack of information on 
their paitt  or that they were 
trying Ili plot something on 
the tape tht4inselves for their  

own uses," Magruder said in 
the interview. 

".`I had already agreed to 
cooperate with the prosecu-
tors and they were basically 
quite aware of that — the 
fact was that I had already 
told them in general terns 
that I knew that I could not 
continue this charade and 
that I knew that the only an;-, 
swer would be for me to ba-
sically go down and cooper-
ate with the prosecution." 
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