Washington

President Nixon told then ,
White House counsel John

W. Dean III on March 21,
1973 that ‘“we should buy
time” by making a $120,000
hush-money payment to con-
' victed Watergate conspira-
tor E. Howard Hunt Jr., ac-
cording to a memorandum
prepared:by a House Judici-
ary Committee staf'f memm-
ber.

The memo, which mnotes
that “Hunt’s blackmail de-
mand . . was subsequent—
ly pald on the same day,”
was one of two confidential
committee memoranda ob-
tained by the Los Angeles

Times yester day

The: memgs were p: Q;pal ed
by a staffer for committee
members.

Both .memos allege dis-
crepancies ‘between the edit-
ed transcripts of presiden-
tial Watergate conversations
released by Mr. Nixon and
transcripts of those conver-

satlo%s obtained by the com- -

mgttee

“In the March 21 transcri t
released by Mr. Nixon to the
committee and the public,
the President is quoted as
saying “we can buy #ime.”
But accordmg to the memo
the tape ‘shows he said
should- puy time.”

The memo states:

“The pubhc AWhite
House) transcript shows this
as foﬂows,. .

“P. 7. . that would be

one of the défendants e7ther

Hum, b auser; he, is most
vulnerab in my " opinion,

might blow the whistle and

. his price is very high, but at
" least he can (Judiciary tape
says ‘“he should” at this
point) buy the time on that
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lﬁcomments from M}
.as supporting a con-
at, contrary fo his
tatements, he was
f many aspects of

21. . The other
devoted solely to
of the Nixon-Dean

with a

The thrust of the excerpts
is that, thq Pfesident ap-
proved payn@en . staff at-
torney, at theserequest of sev-

The ‘fir! éo surface public-
ly was reporfed Wednesday

it vvasi said M¢. Nixon had

~ from his edited
>pt~ scr 1ptmf a March
9971973, conversatlon with
John N.’ Mltche;l this in-
struction o the former at-
torney general: 1 want you
to (unintelligible)’ stonewall
’ the Flfth Amend-

“mdent apparently
“*ﬁeferrmg to pro-
spective: testimony to be giv-
en before  a grand jury or
the Senafe Wateroate Com-
mittee. L

The New ‘York Times sub-
sequently published a story
yesterday, . quotmg both that
memo and another Dixon
memo whlch it asserted to-
gether “‘state theat Presi-
dent Nixon took an active
part last year in attempts t0o
‘develop a second Waterga're
coverup plan w‘h the first
one went awrv :

Dmons last memo writ-
ten Wednesday, concerns
FBI  documents saying that
Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger and Ale xander M.
Haig Jr. requested wiretaps

rgate coverup prior .

t1on about hush-
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ou White House statfers and
“journalists, in 1969 to, stop
news leaks: wof. national ecu-
rity 1nformat10

At the top of thdt:%memo
Dixon wrote: “In v1ew3ithe
fact that one of my recent
memos appeared in this
moring’s newspapers,
members should understand
that this is to be considered
highly confidential.”

By that night.-
ABC-TV and the Washington
Post had obtained copies of
the memo. Yesterday morn-
ing, it*was learned, commit-

More Wafergate-ré:iaied
news on Pages 12-15:

tee chairman Peter W. Rodi-
no (Dem-N.J.) ordered that
Dixon prepare no more
memos. o

Eight Dixon memos have
yet to surface.

A May 28 memo by Dixon,
one of two obtained by the
Times yesterday, included
excerpts of the March 21,
1973, presidential conversa-
tion with Dean and suggest-
ed that prior to reading the
excerpts the committee
members might want o re-
view the President’s state-
ments to the nation in a tel-
evised speech on April 29.

“He (the President) said
the tapes will show persu-
asively and, he hoped, con-
clusively, that he: did not do
anything wrong in connec-
tion with the Watergate
break-in- or its coverup,”
Dixon wrote. ‘“He also ac-
knowledged that the ‘tape of
March 21 is one which dif-
ferent meanings could be
read into by different people

The memo cifes many
quotes included in the edited
transcript, but stresses the
discrepancy between ‘‘can™
and ‘‘should” and ‘the tape
in the committee’s posses-
sion. '
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