
the Fifth Amendment (unintel-
ligible) else, if it'll (unintellible). 
That's the big point." 

Mr. Nixon was also said to 
have told Mr. Mitchell, "Even 
up to this point, the whole 
theory has been sontainment, ti 
as you know, John." 

cln -a series of comments at 
the meeting on March 22 of 
last year, Mr. Nixon described 
his order to Mr. Dean to write 
a publishable report on the 
Watergate case as a device to 
mask the involvement of White 
House and campaign officials in 
the cover-up. 

The memo said that Mr. 
Nixon had stated at one point 
that if the Senate Watergate 
committee should call ,!Mr. 
Dean as a witness, the White 
House would reply: 

"Now that's out. Dean has -
he makes" the report. Here's 
everything Dean knows. That's 
where, that's why the Dean re-
port is critical." 

A Missing Sentence 
The last sentence, describing 

the Dean report as "critical," 
was missing from the White 
House version of the meeting. 

It could not be deteri*ed 
how widely the memos -were 
distributed among members of 
the Judiciary Committee.. The 
studies were drafted by Wil-
liam P. Dixon, a lawyer on, the 
committee staff, at the request 
of various Democratic mem-
bers. They were made avail-
able today by a Congressional 
official who favors the, im-
peachment of the President. 

In one of the memos, 4ated 
June 7, Mr. Dixon wrote that 
the material he had digested 
for the .analysis bore on "pos- 
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President Reportedly Acted 

to Contain Watergate 
as Scandal Spread 

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON 
Special to The New Yak Times 

WASHINGTON, June 12— 
Confidential memorandums pre-
pared for some Democratic 
members of the House impeach-
ment inquiry have stated that 
President Nixon took an active 
part last year in attempts to 
develop a second Watergate 
cover-up plan when the first 
one went awry. 

According to the memoran-
dums, drafted by a member 
of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee staff, the President re-
acted to disclosures of the 
Watergate scandal in March 
and April of last year by coun-
seling close associates to seek 
new ways to prevent the scan-
dal from touching the White 
House. 

The staff analySes, two of 
which were obtained today by 
The New York Times, were 
based in part on Judiciary 
Committee transcripts contain-
ing sections of taped White 
House conversationsJhat were 
omitted from the edited tran-
scripts made publico;r  on April 
30 by Mr. Nixon. n. 

Conversations 'Cited 
Among the cogyersations 

cited in the two staff studies, 
but -either absent 	om the 
White House-editd qa.scripts 
or different from the versions 
published by ,the White House, 
were the following: 

q0n March 17, 197;, four 
days-before Mr. Nixon has con-
tended that he • first learned oaf 
the scope of the alleged:cover-
up, the President urged John 
W. Dean 3d, then the White 
House :legal counsel, 'td4;try to 
prevent: officials of the 1972 
re-election-committee from im-
plicating H. R., Haldeman, who 
was the White House chief of 
staff at the time, in the scandal.  

'I sible direct Preidential involve-
ment in the cover-up of the 
cover-up of the Watergate bur-
glary and other illegal activi-
ties." 

The second memo, dated 
June 4, stated that the com-
mittee transcripts could be "in-
terpreted to support the as-
sumption that the President 
never asked Dean to write a 
report for the purpose of giving 
him additional facts, but merely 
so it could be relied on as an 
excuse -in the event •things 
came "unstuck" and the Presi-
dent needed justification for in-
action." 

Possible Use of Memos 
Committee members need no 

adopt the conclusions reached 
in the memos, but the staff 
documents na d others like 
Ithem could ultimately play a 
role in, guiding the panel mem-
bers toward some understand-
ing of the voluminous evidence 
presented to them. 

Moreover, the documents 
contain the first substantive in-
formation about significant dif-
ferences between transperipts 
published by the White House 
and transcripts made by the 
Judiciary Committee from the 
same recording. 

President Nixon has refused 
to honor committee subpoenas 
and requests for more than 
100 White House tapes but has 
given the panel the same 19 
recordings made available to 
the special Watergate prose-
cutor. 

Some of the differences be-
tween the two versions of the 
transcripts were slight, but po-
tentially significant. 

For example, the White 
House transcripts contained 
only a partial comment by the 
President at one paint in his 
March 21 discussion of the 
Cuban - American committee 
with Mr. Dean: 

"(Unintelligible) but I would 
certainly keep that cover for 
whatever it is worth." 

In the Judiciary Commitee 
transcript, as recounted in the 
June 7 memo, the following ex-
change occurred: 

Mr. Nixon: Well, whether 
it's maybe too late to do 
anything about it, but I 
would certainly keep that 
(chuckles) that cover for 
whatever it's worth. 

Mr. Dean: I'll— 
Mr. Nixon: keep the com-

mittee. 
Later, in the same meeting, 

Mr. Nixon was quoted in the 
White House version as having 
said the following to Mr,. Dean 
about the Watergate burglars: 

"These fellows, though, as 
far as what has happened up 
to this time, are covered on 
their situation, because the 
Cuban committee did this for 
them during the election?" 

In the Judiciary Committee 
transcript, a small change gives 
the Paesident's remark more 
meaning: 

As far as what happened up 
to this time, our cover there 
is just going to be the Cuban 
committee did this for them up 
through the election?" 

Dean's Response the Same 
In both transcripts, Mr. Dean 

asponded, "Well, yeah. We 
can put that together. That 
isn't, of course, quite the way 
it happened, but—" 

Mr. Nixon cut Mr. Dean off, 
saying, "I know, but it'd the 

happen." 
Mr. 	

going to have to 

Mr. Dean then agreed, "It's 
going to have to happen." 

In the Judiciary Committee 
transcript, but not in the White 
House transcript, there is a no-
tation that Mr. Dean "laughs" 
in making the statement. 

In the June 4 memo, portions 
of which were published in to-
day's editions of The Los An-
geles Times, Mr. Dixon noted 
another difference in the tran-
scripts for the March 21 dis-
cussion of Mr. Nixon's order 
to Mr. Dean to draft a Water-
gate report. 

In that discussion, John D.  
Ehrlichman, the former domes-
tic adviser to Mr. Nixon, told 
the President that the report, 
would say nobody in the White! 
House "has been involved in a 
burglary, nobody had notice of 
it, knowledge of it, participated 
in the planning, or aided or 
abetted it in any way." 

-Comment by Ehrlichman 
Mr. Ehrlichman then com-

mented, "Well, that's what we 
could say and it happens to be 
true—as for that transaction." 

In the Judiciary Committee 
transcript, but not the White 
House account, Mr. Nixon re-;  
acted by laughing and agreeing, 
"As for that transaction." 

The June 4 Memo also cited 
several exchanges that were not 
contained in the White House, 
transcript of the. March 22; 
meeting. 8he meeting was at-
tended by the President, Mr. 
Mitchell, Mr. Ehrlichman and 
others. One such exchange was 
as follows: 

Mr. Ehrlichman: You have 
to bottom your defense, your 
position on the report. 

Mr. Nixon: Yeah. 
Mr. Ehrlichman: And the 

report,,Says, "Nobody was in-
volved." 

Mr. Nixon: Yeah. 
Mr. Ehrlichman: And, and 

you have to stay consistent 
with that. 
Subsequently, according to 

the memo, the President dis-
cussed the purposes of a Dean 
report in terms of its usefulness 
in blocking testimony of key 
officials before the Senate Wa-
Itergate committee. The memo 
! contained this exchange: 

Mr. Nixon: We can't have 
a complete cave and have 
the people go up there and 
testify. You would agree on 
that? 

Mr. Mitchell: I agree. 
Following intervening re-

marks, not contained in' the 
memo, the discussion picked up 
as follows: 

Mr. Nixon: Particularly if, 
particularly if we have the 
Dean statement that may 
have been given out. 

Mr. Mitchell: Give it to the 
committee for the purpose 
(unintelligible) to limit the 

"We've got to cut. that. off," 
Mr. Nixon was quoted in the 
committee transcript o'f- the 
meeting. "We can't have that 
go to Haldeman." 

cm a long meeting with Mr. 
Dean and Mr. Haldeman on 
March 21, the President 
chuckled and insisted, despite 
Mr. Dean's statement that it 
was not true, that the White 
House cite a committee of 
Cuban-Americans in Miami as 
the source of large cash pay-
ments to the Watergate burg-
lars. 

gOne day later, at the Presi-
dent's first meeting with John 
N..Mitchell, the former Attor-
ney General, after learning of 
Mr. Mitchell's alleged role in 
the cover-up attempt, Mr. 
Nixon told him to continue 
trying to contain the scandal. 

The staff memo quoted Mr. 
Nixon as having said: 

"I don't give a 	 what 
happens. I want your to (un-
intelligible) stonewall it, plead 
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numoer or witnesses wnich 
are called up there, instead 
of a buckshot operation. 

Mr. Ehrlichman: Say, 
"here," and also say that 
"this might help you in your 
investigation. This is every-
thing we know Mr. Senator." 

Mr. Nixon: That's what I 
was preparing to say. "This 
is everything we know; I 
know nothing more." This is 
the whole purpose in that 
sense. 

Added Nixon Remark 
In the June 7 memo,, Mr. 

Dixon placed great stress on 
additional remarks of the 
President that were contained 
in the edited White House 
transcripts. 

The memo noted that, on 
April 14, Mr. Nixon encour-
aged Mr. Ehrlichman to find 
out what Jeb Stuart 
Magruder, the former deputy 
director of the President's 
1972 re-election committee, 
was preparing to tell Water-
gate prosecutors. 

As the memo recounted it, 
Mr. Nixon stated: 
"We would like to get what 

the hell he is going to say . . 
I would particularly like to get 
what the hell he [Magruder] is 
going to say about Strachan." 

Gordon C. Strachan was then 
a staff aide to Mr. Haldeman, 
and the liaison between the 
White House and the re-
election committee. The memo•  
noted that Mr. Nixon had re-, 
turned again to the point, 
saying: 

"You've got to find out what' 
the hell he is going to say. 
(unintelligible) which is fright-
ening to me (unintelligible) 
rather than (unintelligible)." 

Recordings Withheld 
The memo noted that the 

conversation was among those 
in whiohthe President had re-
fused to surrender the record-
ings. According to the memo, 
Mr. Nixon's motivation in seek-
ing to learn what Mr. Magruder 
woulit testify was made clear 
later, after Mr. Ehrlichman had 
interviewed Mr. Magruder and 
reported to the President. 

The memo emphasized that 
after the report had been given  

the President and Mr. Haldeman 
had agreed that Mr. Strachan 
should be "given this informa- . tion so he doesn't prejure him-self. 

The President also was said 
to have urged Mr. Ehrlichman 
to get in touch with Charles 
W. Colson, another former 
White House aide, to alert him 
so that "he doesn't, I mean, 
go in there and well, frankly, 
on a perjury rap." 

Approach to Mitchell 
Mr. Dixon's June 7 memo 

also underscored tht Pres- 
ident's ' comments to Mr. 
Ehrlichman and Mr. Dean, on 
March 21, in a discussion about 
an approach to be made to 
Mr. Mitchell about the then-
collapsing cover-up attempt. 
The committee transcript, dif-
fering slightly from the White 
House version, had Mr. Nixon 
saying: 

"And then once you, once 
you decide on the plan—[say] 
'John, and you had the right plan, let me say, I have no 
doubts about the right plan be-
fore the election, and, you han-
dled it just right. You contained 
it. Now, after the election; 
we've got to have' another plan 
because we can't have, for four'  years, we can't have this thing 
— you're going to be eaten 
away, we can't do it.'" 


