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Files Detail Kissinger Role 
By Bob Woodward 
and Carl Bernstein 

Washington Post Staff Writers 
"Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, na-

tional security adviser to -the 
President, called from Key 
Biscayne, Fla...." So begins a 
memorandum for the files 
made by the late FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover on May 9, 
1969. The time is noted in the 
upper left hand corner: 10:35 
a.m. 

The memo describes Kis-
singer's reaction to a front-
page story by William Beecher 
in The New York Times that 
day about secret B-52 bombing 
raids on Cambodia. 

In Kissinger's view, the 
story is "extraordinarily dam-
aging and uses secret informa-
tion," according to Hoover's 
account. The memo continues: 

"Dr. Kissinger said they 
wondered whether I could 
make a major effort to find 
out where that came from. I 
said I would. Dr. Kissinger 
said the article was in the 
lower righthand corner of the 
front page and to put what-
ever resources I need to find 
who did this. Dr. Kissinger 
said to do it discreetly of 
course." 

According to a second Hoov-
er memo of the same day 
(this one with the time 5:05 
noted in the upper lefthand 
corner), the FBI director 
called Kissinger back with in-
formation about Beecher and 
Morton Halperin, a member of 
Kissinger's National Security 
Council staff. 

Hoover speculated that 
Halperin might have leaked 
the story to Beecher. Referring 
to the two, Hoover sad "both 
are so-called arrogant, Har-
vard-type men." The memo 
continues: 

"Dr. Kissinger [a former 
Harvard professor] said he ap-
preciated this [information] 
very much and he hoped I 
would follow it up as far as we 
could take it and they will de-
stroy whoever did this if we 
can find him no matter where 
he is." 

Neither memo by Hoover 
mentions wiretapping. But an-
other memo dated May 11, 
1969, from William Sullivan, 
then the No. 3 man in the FBI, 
tells of a visit from then Col. 

Alexander M. Haig, Kissing-
er's chief assistant: 

"Haig came to my office 
Saturday (May 10) to advise 
me the request was being 
made on the highest authority 
and involved a matter of most 
grave and serious consequence 
to our national security.  
Col. Haig said it is believed 
these surveillances will only 
be necessary for a few days to 
resolve the issue." 

Haig was wrong. The wire-
tapping began the next day, 
May 12, 1969, and lasted in 
some cases until Feb. 10, 1971. 
The tap on Halperin lasted the 
full 21 months. In all, 13 high-
ranking government officials 
and four newsmen had their 
telephones tapped. At least 
one White House official was 
put under physical surveil-
lance. . 

Now, more than three years 
after the last tap was shut 
down, Kissinger has threat-
ened to resign as Secretary of 
State is his name is not 
cleared of allegations that he 
failed to testify fully anfl 
truthfully at his Senate confir-
mation hearings about his role 
in the wiretap operation. 

In that testimony and else-
where, Kissinger has main-
tained that his role in the wire 
tapping program was limited 
to supplying the FBI with the 
names of subordinates who 
had access to classified infor-
mation leaked to the news me-
dia. 

He has described himself 'as 
a reluctant participant in the 
operation, accepting the judg-
ment of a President, Attorney 
General an FBI director de-
termined to track down news 
leaks throug,h wiretapping. 

Kissinger's current problem 
arises from the House Judicia-
ry Committee's investigation 
of the possible impeachment 
of the President. The Commit-
tee has 'obtained FBI docu-
ments that tend to directly 
contradict Kissinger's descrip-
tion of his role—picturing him 
instead • as the initiator of 
some of the wiretapping. 

Kissinger, however, implicit-
ly, has questioned the motives 
of those who prepared the doc-
uments and those • who circu-
late them. 

Specifically, the documents 
include wiretap authorization 

memos by Hoover to then-At-
torney General John N. Mitc-
hell, in which the FBI director 
described the circumstances of, 
individual wiretaps to be un-
dertaken and the Attorney 
General gave his written ap-
proval to their implementa-
tion. 

In two of those memos, 
dated May 13, 1969, Hoover 
wrote that Haig "advised that 
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger of the 
White House staff had re-
quested that as soon as possi-
ble a telephone surveillance 
be instituted on the home of 
"two members of Kissinger's 
staff—William A. K. (Tony) 
Lake and Winston Lord. 

A third top-secret memo 
from Hoover to Mitchell, 
dated June 4, 1969, states that 
"on this date Dr. Kissinger 
has requested that telephone 
surveillance be placed on" a 
reporter—identified by inde-
pendent sources as Hedrick 
Smith of • The New York 
Times. (The FBI documents 
supplied to the Committee 
have the name of the reporter 
obliterated and simply use the 
letter designation "D" to iden-
tify him. The order for that 
top was signed by Mitchell 
and the surveillance of the re- 
porter was 

to 	
on Aug. 31, 

according to the documents.) 
The FBI material in posses-

sion of the House Committee 
states that Kissinger received 
37 letters from the bureau out-
lining the information over-
heard on individual wiretaps; 
that Kissinger received such 
summaries of the taps as late 
as Dec. 28, 1970—six months 
later than he testified he last 
received a summary and that 
Kissinger personnally visited 
the FBI on May 20, 1969, to 
read the wiretap logs. 

"It is clear that I don't have 
anybody in my office that I 
can trust except - Colonel 
Haig," one document quotes 
Kissinger as raying after read-
ing the logs. 

An FBI summary document 
dated May 31, 1973, asserts 
that Kissinger "said that what 
he was learning as a result of 
the (wiretap) coverage was ex-
tremely helpful to him while 
at the same time very disturb-
ing." 

However, the same sum-
mary casts doubt on the use- 

fulness of the whole wiretap-,  
ping operation, and states that 
on the basis of a preliminary 
review: "Nothing was found 
which would indicate that a vi-
olation of federal law was de- 
termined from electronic sur- 
veillance coverage, nor was 
there any specific instance of 
information leaked in a sur-
reptitious manner to unau-
thorized persons." 

One source said the "memos 
are twice removed from di- 
rectly involving Kissinger," 
cautioning that Hoover tended 
to write self-serving memos 
for the files. "Hoover said that 
Haig said that Kissinger re-
quested them . . . well, that's 
not any kind of proof." 

The sources noted that Haig 
—then Kissinger's deputy— 
could have invoked Kissing- 
er's name and been acting on 
a general delegation of author- 
ity from Kissinger, who may 
have been unaware of the spe-
cific wiretap requests. 

However, eight well-placed 
sources, including officials 
presently and formerly in the 
FBI, Justice Department and 
White House, separately said 
that Kissinger was probably 
less than candid in describing 
his role in the wiretapping to 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee hearings on his 
confirmation. Those same 
sources disagree on the signif-
icance of Kissinger's testi-
mony. 

One source said Kissinger 
was "simply putting his 'best 
foot forward," while another 
felt that Kissinger possibly 
failed to testify fully and accu-
rately before a congressional 
committee. 

At his confirmation hear-
ings, Kissinger was questioned 
by Sen. J. William Fulbright, 
chairman of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. 

The chairman: Did you at 
any time specifically make a 
clear initiative, take the clear 
initiative yourself on any tap 
on even a single one? 

Kissinger: No. 
The chairman: You never 

did? 
Kissinger: Not in the sense 

that I said "tap this indi-
vidual." I carried out the cri.: 
teria of a previous decision. 
There could have been, as I 

in Taps 
pointed out, a different per-
ception by the FBI. 

Several officials involved in 
the wiretap investigation said 
yesterday that Haig, now the 
White House chief of staff, 
could' probably go further than 
anyone in clearing up the dif-
ferent perceptions held by Kis-
singer and the FBI. 

Haig, who is traveling with 
the President in the Middle 
East, could not be reached for 
comment yesterday. 


