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~By Bob Woodward and

Carl Bernstein

Washington

“Dr. Henry A. Kissinger,
national security adviser to
the President, called from
Key Biscayne, Fla. . .”

So begins a memorandum
for the files made by the
late FBI director, J. Edgar
Hoover, on May 9, 1969. The
time is noted in the upper
lefthand corner: 10:35 a.m.

The memo deseribes Kis-
singer’s reaction to a
front-page story by William
Beecher in the New York
Times that day about secret
B-52 bombing raids on Cam-
bodia.

In Kissinger’s view, the
story is ‘“extraordinarily
damaging and uses secret
information,” according to
Hoover’s account. The
memo continues:

“Dr. Kissinger said they

wondered whether'I could”

make a major effort to find
out where that came from. I
said ‘I would.. Dr. Kissinger

said the .article was in the

lower right-hand corner of
the front page and to put
whatever resources I need
to find who did this. Dr. Kis-
singer said todo it discreet-
ly of course.”

According to a second-

Hoover memo of the same
day (this one wit the time
5:05 noted in the upper
left-hand corner),
the FBI director called Kis-
singer back with informa-
tion about Beecher and Mor-
ton Halperin, a member of
Kissinger’s National Securi-
ty Council staff.

Hoover. speculated that
Halperin might have leaked
the story to Beecher. Refer-
ring to the two, Hoover said
“Both are so-called arro-
gant, Harvard-type men.”
The memo continues:

“Dr. Kissinger (a former

Harvard professor himself)
-said he appreciated this (in-

formation) very mmech and

+~he hoped .I would follow it up

as . far -as we could take it

and they will destroy whoev--
er did this if- we..can find .

him no matter where he is.”
Neither memo ‘by Hoover
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mentions wiretapping. But
another memo dated May
11, 1969, from William Sulli-
van, then the No. 3 man in
the FBI, tells of a visit from
Alexander M. Haig, - then
Kissinger’s chief assistant: .

“Haig came to my office
Saturday (May 10) to advise
me the request was being
made on the highest authori-
ty and involved a matter of
most grave and serious con-
sequence to our national se-
curity . . . Col. Haig said it
is Dbelieved these surveill-
ances will only be necessary
for a few days to resolve the
issue.”

Haig, now President Nix-
on’s chief of .staff, was
wrong. The wiretapping be-
gan the next day, May 12,
1969, and lasted in some cas-
es until Feb. 10, 1971. The
tap on Halperin lasted the
full 21. months. In all, 13
high-ranking government of-
ficials and four newsmen
had their telephones rapped.
At least one White House of-

-ticial was put under pnysical
-surveillance.

Now, more than three
years after the last tap was

’ . . .
b

his role—picturing him in-
of

stead as the - initiator
some of the wiretapping.

Specifically, the docu-
ments include wiretap au-
thorization memos by Hoo-
ver to then-Attorney General
John N. Mitchell, in which
the FBI director desCribed
the circumstances of indi-
vidual wiretaps to be tnder-
taken and the attorney gen-
eral gave his written ap-
proval to their implementa-

tion.

In two of ‘those mermbos,
dated May 13, 1969, Hoover
wrote that Haig “advised
that Dr. Henry A. Kissinger
of the White House staff had
requested that as soon as
possible a telephone surveill-
ance be- instituted on the
home of ‘“two members of
Kissinger’s staff”’ —William
A. K. (Tony) Lake and Win-

ston Lord.

A third top-secret memo
from Hoover to~ Mitchell,
dated June 4, 1969, states
that “‘on this date Dr. Kis- -
singer has requested that te-

lephone  surveillance

placed on” a reporter —

the New York Times.

identified by . independent
sources as Hedrick Smith of

. | after, reading the log's._

“nel Haig,” one document
- quotes Kissinger as saying
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shut down, Kissinger has
threatened to resign as sec-
retary of state if his name is
not cleared of allegations
that he failed to testify fully
and truthfully at his confir-
mation hearings about his
role in the wiretap opera-
tion.

In that testimony and else-
where, Kissinger has main-
tained that his role in the
wiretapping program was
limited to supplying the F'BI
with the names of subordi-
nates who had access to
classified information
leaked to the news media.

He has described himself
as a reluctant participant in
the operation, accepting the-
judgment of a President, at-
torney general and FBI
director who were deter-
mined to track down news
leaks through wiretapping.

Kissinger’s current prob-
lem arises from the House
Judiciary Committee’s in-
vestigation of "the possible
impeachment of the Presi-
dent. The committee has ob-
tained FBI documents that
tend to directly contradict
Kissinger’s description of

them . . .
any kind of proof.”
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well, that’s not

(The FBI documents sup- .

plied to the committee have
the name of the reporter ob-

literated and simply use the'

letter designation “D’ to
identify him. The order for
that tap - was signed by
IMitchell and the surveil-
lance of the reporter was
ended on August 31, accord-
ing to the documents.)

The FBI material in pos-
session of the House com-

mittee states that Kissinger

received 37 letters from the
bureau, outlining the infor-
mation overheard on indi-
vidual wiretaps; that Kissin-
ger received such summar-
ies of the taps as late as
Dec. 28, 1970 — six months
later than he testified he last

. Teceived a summary; and

that Kissinger personally
visited. the FBI on May 20,
1969, to read the wiretap

- logs.

“It is clear that I don't

“have anybody in my office

that I can trust except Colo-

An FBI summary docu-
ment dated May 13, 1973, as-
serts that Kissinger “said
that what he was learning as
a result of the (wiretap)
coverage was- extremely

helpful to him while at the-

same time very disturbing.”’

‘However, the same sum-
mary casts doubt on the use-
fuluess of the whole wiretap-
ping operation and states
that, on the basis of a pre-
liminary review: ‘“Nothing
was. found which would indi-
cate that a violation of fed-
eral law was determined
from electronic surveillance
coverage, nor was there any
specific instance of informa-
tion leaked in a surrepti-
tious manner to unauthor-
ized persons.” One source
said the ‘“memos are twice
removed .from directly. in-
volving  Kissinger.” The
source cautioned that Hoo-
ver tended to write self-
serving memos for the files.
“Hoover said that Haig said

that Kissinger requested

The sources noted that
Haig '— then Kissinger’s
deputy — could have in-
voked Kissinger’s name and
been acting on a general del-
egation of authority from
Kissinger, who may have
been unaware of the speéific
wiretap requests. °

However, eight well-
placed sources, including of-
ficials currently and former-
ly in the FBI, Justice De-
partment and White House,
separately said Kissinger
probably was less than can-

-did in describing his role in

the wiretapping to the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee hearings on his con-
firmation. Those same
sources disagree on the gig-
nificance of Kissinger’s {es-
timony. :

One source said Kissinger
was ‘“‘simply putting his best
foot forward,” while another
felt that Kissinger possibly
failed to testify fully and ac-
curately hefore a congres-
sional committee.



