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Watergate Rebuttal 
Ruled 'Premature' 

House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Peter W. Rodino (D-

' N.J.) yesterday rejecetd as 
premature an attempt by Pres-
ident. Nixon's lawyer to rebut 
staff evidence of the Presi-
dent's involvement in Water- 
gate. 

Attorney James D. St. Clair 
arrived at yesterday's closed 
session of the impeachment in-
quiry with a document which 
Rodino said was the Presi-
dent's response to staff evi- 
dence on the Watergate phase 
of the inquiry. 

Rodino refused to accept it, 
stating that committee rules 
provide that only after the en- 
tire case for or against im-
peachment has been presented 
by the staff may St. Clair re-
spond in a manner to be deter-
mined by the committee. 

To permit St. Clair to offer 
a rebuttal statement limited 
only to the Watergate break-in 
and cover-up would give the 
nation a "distorted" view of 
the case, Rodino said. 

St. Clair has said he consid-
ers Watergate the only impor-
tant allegation against Mr. 
Nixon, although the commit-
tee is examining evidence on  

several other possible im-
the President's taxes, political 
"dirty tricks," wiretapping and 
peachable offenses such as 
break-ins, possible misuse of 
federal agencies' and political 
contributions in return for fa- ' 
von. 

St. Clair refused to' discuss ,• 
the incident with newsmen. 

Yesterday, 	admonished 
again by Rodino against leak-
ing confidential information, 
the committee heard evidence 
about the break-in at• the of- 
fice of Daniel Ellsberg's psy-
chiatrist, Dr. Lewis Fielding in 
September, 1971, after Ells-
berg had released the Penta- 
gon Papers. This was a project 
of the "plumbers," the group 
set up by Mr. Nixon to try to 
stop such leaks. 

Today the committee will,  
hear about the offer of the 
FBI directorship to U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge W. Matt 
Byrne Jr. by White House aide 
John D. Ehrlichman while 
Byrne was presiding over Ells-
berg's trial. Byrne dismissed 
the Ellsberg case in May, 1973, 
because of government mis-
conthict in the Fielding break- • 
in. 


