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‘Washington
. In his six years on the
‘bench, controversy has been
routine for Judge Gerhard
‘A. Gesell of the U.S. District
Court in Washington.

Gesell, 63, is now hearing

pretrial motions in the case -

of the break-in at the office
of Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-
trist — and making head-

lines for his stinging rebukes
to James D. St. Clair, Presi-
dent Nixon’s lawyer.

Yesterday, he startled
those following court actions
growing out of the Water-
gate scandals when he sepa-
rated the case of John D.
Ehrlichman, the President’s

former adviser on domestic -

affairs, from that of the oth-
ers accused in the break-in.
. But the white-haired jurist
is well-known for his willing-
ness to tackle controversial
issues and make potentially
far-reaching decisions, as
well as for his tart commen-
taries.

In November, 1969, Gesell,

in his first wdiely noted de-

cision, overturned the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s abortion
law as unconstitutional.

"+ In 1970, Gesell took on one
of the more cherished Ca_p1-
tol Hill perogatives in ruling
that a congressional com-
mittee report — the report
in question was issued t')y
the Hous IenteSlrce anurtiy
Committee ad Iniste 56d
“radical revolutionary”
campus speakers — cpuld
not be printed and distribut-
ed at public expense.

The report, he said in_his
opinion, had ‘no relation-
ship to any existing or fu-
ture legislative purpose and
was issued solely for . -
exposure of intimidation.”
Later that year, however,
the House adopted aTresolu-
tion that overruled the
judge, and the report was
printed.

Early in 1971, Gesell ruled

that it was uncosinutttioani

for mesnbers of Congress to
hold military-reserve com-
missions during their terms
of office. The same year, he
ruled that the FBI mugt re-
strict its distribution of ra-
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eral government. rnment for an injunction
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U.S. District Judge Gerhard A. Gesell as he walked to work yesterday

st | utsi . d- ed a request by the gov- Washington Post of a series
rest records outside the fed- fused a req y e e it s

involvement in Vietnam.

“Our democracy,” he
wrote in his ruling, “de-
pends for its future on the
inofrmed will of the majori-
ty, and it is the purpose and
effect of the First Amend-
ment to expose to the public
the maximum amount of in-
formation on which sound
judgment can be made by
the electorate.”

But he has been highly

critical of pretrial publicity -

at times, telling special Wat-
ergate prosecutor Leon Ja-
worski in February, It
seems fo me your good

- sense should keep you off
(television) talk shows” dur-
ing the pretrial hearings in
the case of Dwight L. Chap-
in, who was convicted in
April of lying to a grand
jury.”

Gesell, a Democrat who
was appointed by former
President Lyndon B. John-
son in 1967, has the reputa-
tion of being one of the most
. liberal, ande ivil libertarian,
of judges on the federal
bench here.

In June, 1971, the judge re- halting publication by the gon study of United States

Washington

In the courtroom, he is al-
ways attentive, capable of
withering scorn alternating
with a sudden, disarmingly
warm smile of deferential
courtesy or slashing rebuke.

Gerhard Alden Gesell was
born in Los Angeles on June
16, 1910.

His father, Arnold L. Ge-
sell, was a noted pediatri-
cian whose counsel wsas the
basis of a generation of
child-rearing. He graduated
from Phillips Andover Acag-
emy in 1928, from Yale Col-
lege in 1932, and from Yale
Law School in 1935.

‘The next year, 1936, he
married his wife, Peggy,

and moved to Washington, |

where he was an attorney
with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission until
1940.

In 1941, he joined the pres-
tigious Washington law firm
of Covington & Burling, of
which he was a partner
when appointed to the bench
in 1967.
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