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• May 11 1970. The FBI re- 

Contra ict ' sun e 	• ,, gel received summaries 
port also alleges that Kissin-

, 

Washington 

Secretary of State Henry 
A. Kissinger's account of his 
role in the national security 
wiretapping controversy is 

;sharply contradictedin a se-
ries of FBI memoranda -
some labeled "top secret" -
obtained last night by The 
Washington Post. 

T h e documents, which 
have been examined b y 
members of the House Judi-
ciary Committee, portray 
Kissinger as a prime mover 
in the 1969-1971 wiretaps of 
government officials a n d 
newsmen. 

Kissinger has repeatedly 
proclaimed that his own role 

was priman y .49 target su-
bpr.dinates lyadaccess 
to ,:documents atjAred in 
four major news leaks early 
in 1969, which aroused the 
concern of the President, At-
torney General John N . 
Mitchell and the late FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover. 

But fhe documents ob-
tained by Washington Post 
reporters B o b Woodward 
and Carl Bernstein show 
that it was Kissinger who 
phoned Hoover on May 9. 
1969, and started the chain 
of surveillanee..uvf, 

f. 

It grew to involve the tap-
ping, over a 21-mopth peri- 
od, of the phones • of 13 
high-ranking government of- 

., 
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ficials 'and four newsmen. 
A Hoover memorandum 

on that day reports that Kis-
singer called him to com- 
plain of "an extraorflinarily 
damaging" news lehk be-

lieved to be the New YOrk 
Times account of the secret 
bombing of Cambodia — and 
asked the, FBI Director to 
put "whatever resources I 
need to find out who did 
this." 

Kissinger, , in his furprise 
news conferemin Salzburg 

Y, 
edged the conversation 
Hoover but said that 

r press accounts took 
incident out of context. 

Hoover, in his own memo-
randa for the FBI files, has 
demonstrated a tendency to 
put the most favorable con-
struction on his own actions. 

Nonethelwess, the  FBI 
memoranda conflict with 
several key elements of Kis-

:, singer's defense. An internal 
'FBI memo, prepared by the 
FBI for acting director Wil-
liam D. Ruckelshaus on May 
13, 1973, said: 

"I t appears that the 
project of placing electronic 
surveillance at the request 
of the White House had its 
beginning in a telephone call 
to Mr. J., Edgar Hoover on 
May 9, 1969 from Dr. Henry 
A. Kissinger." 

The top - secret memoran-
da from Hoover to the then 
attorney general Jihn N. 
Mitchell, list Kissinger as 
the initiator of requests for 
three wiretaps, — two of 
close aides to Kissinger and 
one on a newsman suspected 
of having received classified 
material. 

The FBI documents strike 
at' two key allegations by 
Kissinger — that he saw 
"very few" of the wiretap-
ping reports himself and 
that he stopped receiving 
them in June, 1970, when. 
according to Kissinger's ver-
sion, they were all routed to 
former White House chief of 
staff H. R., Haldeman. • 

According to the memo-
randa, 37 letters summariz-, 
-ma contents of the wiretaps 
wre directed to Kissinger 
between Mr‘y 13, 1969, and  

bf the tapes as late as De-
cember 28, 1970. 

• I n Salzburg yesterday, 
KisSinger made what could 
be a significant modification 
of his earlier declarations, 
in sworn testimony to the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, that he had not 
requested any wiretaps. 

point I am making," 
he sad, "is my office did 
not initiate any requests for 
wiretaps that were not trig-
gered (emphasis added) ei-
ther by a security violation 
or by fulfilling the criteria of 
adverse information in the 
security files 

The memo prepared for 
Ruckelshaus o n May 13, 
1973, concludes that "a pre-
liminary review of the var-
ious summaries furnished to 
the White House (shows) 
nothing was found which 
would indicate that a viola-
tion of federal law was de-
termined from the electronic 
ourveillance coverage . . " 

Ruckelshaus, in a May 14, 
1973, press conference, said 
his investigation exonerated 
"most of not all" of the tarf-
ficials. 

However. an  FBI memo 
drafted for Ruckelshaus the 
previous day said that Kis-
singer, after reading the 
logs of the wiretaps on May 
20, 1969, said to former FBI 
assistant director William 
Sullivan: "It is clear -htat I 
don't have anybody in my 
office that I can trust excelt 
Colonel (Alexander) Haig." 
Haig now is a top aide to the 
President. 

The memo went on to say 
that Kissinger "said that 
what he was learning as a 
result of hte coverage iB ex-
tremely helpful to him while . 
at the same time very dis-
turbing." 

Until now, the most signif-
Kissinger's nivolvement in 
the wiretap affair was deliv-
ered by former Attorney 
General Elliot Richardson at 
etlie-:lecretary's.nonMago4 

laseSePtguibaill).. 
Asked point-blank by Sen-

a t o r Foreign Relations 

Chair 	J. William Ful- 
bri 	k whether 
Kissinger ad cifically 
originated the wiretap re-
quests, Richardson replied: 

"Although he is identified 
in the FBI records as having 
requested taps drieCtly or 
through Haig, int discus-
sinos with Dr. 4cassinger 
have Convinced Me that he 
was not the originator, in 
the fundamental senseof the 
word, of any of these taps." 

Kissinger testified that the 
wiretapping program origi-
nated early in May, 1969, in 
a meeting between the Pres-
ident, Hoover and Mitchell 
to discuss what to do about 
the 1969 leaks. 

The President, Kissinger 
testified, "was told that the 
most effective Method was 
6 apply procedures tha had 

been followed also in pre-
,vious adminisrations, that 
is to say, to tap individuals 
According to specified proce-
dures . . At that time I had 
been in the government for 
four months and I must say 
it did not occur to me to 
question the judgment of 
these t w o individuals" 
( Mitchell and Hoover). 

In his testimonytKas• sin-
ger said: "I never recom-
mended the practic&of wire-
tapping. I was aware of it, 
and I went along with it to 
the extent' of_ supplying the 
names of peoplq. who had ac-
cess o he sensiive doCu-

mens in question. 
"Despite some newspaper 

reports, I never recommend-
ed it, urged it, or ; took it 
anywhere. Indeed; the  
thought that I might be in a 
position to do this in the 
fourth month of a new ad-
ministration which I joined 
as an outsider is in itself in-
conceivable." 

When Fuibright pressed 
on the question of whether 
Kissinger took the initiative 
"on any tap . . . even a sin-
gle one," he replied: 

. . not in the sense 
,that I said 'tap this individu-
al.' I carried out the criteria 
of a previous decision. There 
,could have beeni, as I point-
_.ed out, a different percep-
tion by the FBI." 
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