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In an angry, emotion-
packed news conference,
Sec1etary of State Henry A
Kissin er threatened yester-e
day to resign unless his

name is cleared of charges

relatmg to wiretapping cas-
es.

At times almost close to
tears, his voice choking, Kis-
smger said he could not con-
duct his office if his honor is
under challenge

tluthfu, y testified in confir-
mation’ hearings last fall on
his nomination as Secretary
of “State, Kissinger said he
would. leave the presidential
trip and return to Washing-,
ton any time the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee
wished to question him fur-
ther.

“I do not believe that it is
possible to conduct the for-
eign' policy of the United
States under 'these ‘circum-
stances when the character
and credib ﬂlty of the Seme
tary of /State is atissue,” he
said at an hou:rlpng press
conference. “‘Amdiit it is not
cleared up,” ‘hé added, “‘I
will resign.” ;

In Washington, thé For-
eign Relations Committee:
agreed to a review of Kis-;
singer’s testimony but Chair-
man_ J. William Fulbnght
. (Dem-Ark.)-'said he did not
know how or«@vhen the com-
mitte ej'»{;;;]proceed with .

K1ssmger s troubles go
back nearly a year to news
stories disclosing that ‘as
Mr. N1xon s natmnal securi-
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smger As

ty adviser ne nad pelmltted

that timé; repm'ts ‘have sur-
faced pe11od1<:ally question-
ing. the truthfulness of Kis-
singer’s testimony before the
Senate Foreign Relations
Commlttee about the ere-

tap.
One of theﬁast reports in-

 volved atape of a conversa-

* tion between Mr. Nixon and

* some aides in which the

President was quoted - as
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K1ssmger
- “‘selective leak”

of docu-
nmients and asked that there
be ‘‘a public accounting of
those who engage in this de-
famation of character.”

“I have. in mind that those

who leak documents should

step forward and explain
what they are doing and
why they are domg it,” the
Secretary said. i

A short time after the sur-
prise news . kconference
White House press:
Ronald L. Ziegler said Mr.
Nixon “is sure that thosein
' the United States and in the
world who seek peace and
are familiar w;tt l%ecretary
Kissinger’s contribufions to
international trust and un-
clerstandmg share his view
that 'the Secretary’s honor
needs no defense.”
- Later, speaking informally
to reporters, Ziegler said
Kissinger had to get this
““out of his system and off

. his mind” and that he does

not expect the Secretary *
leave the trip “1n mid-
stream.”

“The trip is gmng ahead

on schedule,” Ziegler said. ‘

‘“The - President feels that
Dr Kissinger ‘was express-
mg a personal’ point based
on his personal honor.”
_Asked if fhe President
dees not want Kissinger to
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mﬁo the ballroam of ﬁhe resi-
dence where his news con-
ference was held, reporters
expected him to talk about
the Middle East trip  the

President begins- © today,
when he flies to. Caire ;

Instead, he ammunced
that he had “requested this
meeting as a_result o; the
series of articles’. following
hlS

hursday \press ccnfer-

geredh‘ffl ;
bobulated’’ by the questrons,,

. he said.. “All these words are

correct i

There followed c112t1cal
news stories and edtiorials,
he said, promptmg him to
send a; letter to Chairman.

More Kissinger news
on Page 11

eign Relations. Committee
reiterating ‘‘the truthfulness
and completeness of my tes-
timony”’ at the confirmation

hearings. Kissinger never
mentioned ~ which newspa-
pers or ne encies origi-

nated the.
he specific about what they
said..

“The 1nnuendoes which
now imply that new evidence

t are without

evidence is to the best of my
knowledge contained in the -
public and closed hearings
which preceded my CDIIflI‘-
matmn

Nevertheless, Kissinger
wrote, “‘At-this sensitive pe-

my testimony

Is Learks

ttee ‘whlch first
examined:the ev;gpnce and
which ‘has a special concern’
with the conduct of foreign
affairs should have an op-
portunity. to review it once
again.i’

Klssmger absolved the
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee of responsxbﬂlty for' the
leaks. But he hintedthat the
House Jud1c1ary Committee )
which now has possession of
the doeuments invélved and

o1 nerlyswere in the

-*"ythe Forelgn Rela-

singer said “‘only
I -wanted to spare
the United States, the indig-
nity and humiliation.of hav-
ing its Secretary of State,

- 'while engaged 'onia trip to

‘the Middle East, constantly
exposed to these public
| charges.”

¢ “I cannot conduct my of-
fice if I have to devote my
energies to, disproving alle-
gations of perjury, nor do I
believe that the TUnited
States can conduct an effec-
tive foreign policy with a
secretary of;state who is un-
der attack, and therefore, 1
. am simply stating a reali-
ty.”
" Asked if he would be satis-
fied . if the leaks ceased, he
replied: “No, I think this is-
. sue now has to beresolved.”

If hig own ‘honor continues
at issue, Kissingér said, “I
cannot perform the duties
that Lhave exercised, andin

over immedlately to individ-
" uals »less subject to pub]lc
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w of the.Tecord, which
some have-charged demon-
strate he misled the commit-
tee regarding his role. in
wiretapping caees and also



fionsof the so-

shady activ t’y' ' ‘
trying to obscure W1th mis-
leadmg testimony.”

After a series of leaks in
1969, he said, the President,
after consultation with him;
Attorney General John N.
Mitchell and the late FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover,
ordered a series of wiretaps.
Kissinger defended the taps
as legal and something that

He sald he rece1ved sum-
of the FBI findings
he wiretaps, but he
y denied reports that
e received descrip-
‘extra-marital af-
por‘nographic de-

“N‘o verbat1m transcript
was ever sent to my office,”
he said, only “a page and a
half summary of conversa-
tions” relating to national
security. ’

After May, 1970, he said,
no more FBI reports were
sent to his office although

w1retapp1ng continued under .

White House direction.

He said that in 1969 it was
decided that wirefaps would
be instifuted: on individuals
on Kissinger’s staff who had

“adverse information” in
their securlty files, who had
access® to documents that

had been leaked afid of indi- -

viduals whom-the FBI dis-
covered in its 1nvest1gat10ns

might be possible sources of .

leaks.

Kissinger said he did not
initiate any requests for wire-
taps ‘“‘that were not trig-

‘gered either by

Ufilling the
criteria of adver Se informa-

tion in the seeunty files, and .

that last criterion was met
only once at the begmmng of
the program.” :
In one of his most emo-
tional statements, ‘Kissinger
said, ‘‘Our national debate
- has now reached a point
where it is possible for docu-
ments| that have already
been submitted to one'com-
mittee - to  be seleetwelv
leaked by another coinmit-
tee without the benefit of
any explanation.”

A mammoth statue of Pharaoh
Ramses Il at a Cairo railroad station
gazed down at a lamppost decor-
ated with American and Egyptian

 even ‘more, the Secretary:.

as one interested primarily
in the halance of power.

é “I _would rather like to
think,” he said, “that when
the record is written, one
may remember that perhaps

! some lives were saved and

" that perhaps some mothers

can rest more at ease, but I.

leave that to history.

“What I will not leave to. v

» history is a discussion of my
public honor.”

He said he did not know
why there were attacks on
him and did  not~believe
“that T am surrounded by a
eonspiracy.”’ '
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o Then, his emotions welling

“said he had been 1dentified ‘

for Nixon
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flags in honor of President Nixon’s

visit.

The President will arrive in

Cairo today for the start of his
Mideast tour. Story is on Page 9.
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SECRETARY ‘OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER
An emotional session with reporters in Salzburg



