
neers Inc. of New rlean§ 
has asked fore a rettind,of,a.., 
$2,000 contribution. The con-
tribution was made by W. 
David DeLaureal "with 
funds drawn from the corpo-
ration," the report states. 
The claim 'has not yet been 
approved by the trustees. 

The report also notes a 
$15,200 owed by John Dean 
"for funds held." It rep-
resents money not returned 
to the committee following 
an exchange of funds with 
the Wbite House. 

While the trustees have 

Pended gargantuan sums 
rjegal expenses,;-they also 

continue to take in money. 
The $3.57 million surplus 
has been deposited in vari-
ous Washington hanks and 
has earned the committee 
about $80,000 in interest. 
The committee had $3.37 
million in cash•on hand on 
May 31, according to the re-
port. 

Legal sources point out 
that the committee's legal 
bills represent just a small 
portion of the money ex-
pended for legal fees arising 
from the Watergate break-in - 	 - 
and related scandals. On the 
goverwnent's side. the pros-
ecution of the Mitchell-
Stairs trial, the office of the 
spegrid prosecutor and the 
staff of the Watergate com-
mittee have spent several 
million dollars in investigat-
ing and prosecuting former 
White House or committee 
employees. 

And in the White House 
itself; at least 13 staff aides, 
most of them lawyers, were 
working full or part-time on 
Watergate. for President 
Nixon, according to another 
GAO report. 

• 

By Richard M. Cohen 
Washington Poet staff Writer 

President Nixon's cam-
paign committee has agreed 
to pay nearly $400,000 in le-
gal expenses owed by for-
mer NixO4 fund-raiser Mau-
rice H. Stns, who with for-
mer Nixon' campaign direc-
tor John N,, Mitchell was ac-
quitted in April of federal 
charges off, conspiracy and 
perjury. ' 

A report filed yesterday 
with the General Account-
ing Office shows that the le-
gal, expenses of the two for-
mer Cabinet officers and 
other former employees of 
the Committee to Re-elect 
the President—including a 
new bill from Edward 
Nixon, 	the • President's 
brother—have now passed 
$1.4 million, with additional 
trials to come. 

In addition, the committee 
has agreed to settle for 
$775,000 a civil suit brought 
by the Democratic National 
Committee and arising out 
of the Watergate break-in. 

The report filed with 
GAO was submitted by the 
1972 Campaign Liquidation 
Trust, a three-man,  group of 
trustees which has assumed 
the assets and liabilities of 
the now-defunct Finance 
Committee to Re-elect the 
President. 

Last February the  com-
mittee transferred $3.57 mil-
lion left over from the $60 
million raised during the 
1972 presidential campaign 
to the trust. Under its 
charter, the trust will pay 
the legal fees of any for-
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mer or present committee 
employes incurred. up to the 
time of indictment and after 
acquittal. In the event,  Of a 
guilty verdict, the emplokee 
presumably must pay thele-

gal expenses. 
Stens' bills stemming 

from his New York trial for 
criminal conspiracy, obstrue-
ton of 'justice :and perjury 
have not yet been paid. Pay-
ment has been approved 
pending an audit. 

Stens, former Secretary of 
Commerce, has submitted 
the largest bills of any for-
mer committees employee. 
Including the expenses of 
his New York trial, his total 
bill is now about $468,000. 

Former Attorney General 
Mitchell has not yet' submit- ted a bill for legal expenses _ . 

Xr MAURICE Ii. SANS 
... committee II pay 

incurred in connection with 
the New, York trial, but has 
turned Over bills for, $54,000 
in legal expenses in other 
cases: Sources in the legal 
comihunity expect Mit-
chell's bill• for the New York 
case to be about the same 
size .as Stans'. Mitchell still 
faces charges of perjury,. ob-
struction of justice, conspir-
acy 'and making false state-
ments to a federal grand 
jury and the FBI in the 
Watergate cover-up case. 

Stans' bills were submit-
ted by two Washington 1,16.w 
firms—Wilkinson, Cragun & 
Barker and Carr, Bonner, 
O'Connell, 	Kaplan . & 
Tho 	n. The first was for 
$98, 	and the second for 
$283, 	.55. In addition, the 
repor ists another $8,678.88 
disbu sment to Stans him-
self for legal fees, an opin-
ion survey, travel expenses 
and the cost of a New York 
apartment used during the 
trial. 

Lawyers connected with 
both firms explained, that 
only part of both bills were 
for legal fees. They said the 
bil over an 11-month pe-
rioWut that expenses for 
the 10-week trial were con-
siderable, and included such 
costs as hotel bills, meals, 
travel and other incidentals. 
In addition, the legal team—
which consisted of as many 
as 14 lawyers at one time—
incurred such expenses as 
the cat of court transcripts, 
which one of them esti-
mated at $10,000 to $15,000 
alone. 

One lawyer said that ?f 
the $283,188.55 bill submit-' 
ted by the firm of Carr, 
Bonner, more than $50,000 
represented expenses. 

According to the, vending 
reports on file at GAO, the 
committee itself had the 
largest legal bill. Up to yes-
terday, the committee has 
spent about $720,000 defend-
ing itself in various lawsuits 
stemming from the June, 
1972, break-in at the Vater-
gate ,headquarters of the 
Der4ratic National Com-
mittee. 

All together, the commit-
tee has disbursed legal fees 
to more than 25 law ' firms 
and on behalf of nearly 30 
former employes. One of the 
latest to appear in the re-
port is Edward Nixon, who 
has sip o.'fted a bill for $27,- 
873.4 	ie the Los Angeles 

law firm of McKiernan, 
Blatt & May. The report 
notes that the "claim" has 
not yet been approved by 
the trustees. 

Neither the trustees nor -a'
representative of the Los 
Angeles law firm could be 
reached for comment. Ed-

, ward Nixon, who served as a 
eonSplta4 to the committee, 
has testified before the Sen-
ate Watergate committee. 
Other 'former employees 
who testified, had their legal 
bills paid by the committee. 

The' trustees' policy of 
payingal fees of emploY- 
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Nixon Unit to Pay 
For Stans Legal Bill, 

ees■facing court action as a 
result of their official duties 
is not unusual; most Ameri-
can corporations have a sim-
ilar policy. 

The trust's report to GAO 
also notes the refund of an 
illegal $40,000 contribution 
to Braniff Airways, Inc. 
Braniff pleaded guilty last 
November to violating fed-
eral election law in making 
the contribution and was 
fined $10,000. Its board 
chairman, Harding L. Law-
rence, was fined $1,000. 

In addition, the report 
notes that DeLaureal Engi- 


