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‘Washington Post Staff Writer
President Nixon, a man
who ‘lilts what he calls
“historic firsts,” will chalk
up two more this week: he
will be the first American
President to visit Israel and
several Arab countries and
he will be the first Ameri-
can President to leave the
country while under an im-
peachment investigation.
Degpite Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger’s asser-
tion that forelgn policy is
not conducted in relation to
Watergate, they are related
in the minds of the Ameri-
can people, in the minds of
the leaders with whom the
President will confer and,
probably most important of
all, in the mind of the Presi-
dent himself. Foreign policy
could be his last line of de-
fense
. Twice this month the
President will try to disen-
gage ‘himself from the im-
peachment process while un-
dertaking journeys overseas.
The MiddletEast trip is be-
ing squeezediin before the

trip to the “Soviet Union !
. Iater in the month for the
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‘ostensible purpose of main.

taining  the momentum
achieved by the Israeli-Syr-
ian disengagement agree-
ment. .

Critics are asking, how-

ever, what is to be accom- .

plished, why the Président

-insists upon making two ar-

duous and potentially dan-
gerous trips in one month
and whether he is not using
foreign policy for partlsan
political ends.

Any foreign travel by a
President involves ‘high
risks and requires extensive
planning. Yet the trip to the
Middle East was not an-

nounced until last Tuesday

and 1t was not definite until
the Synan-Israeh agreement

was hammered out a few

days before.

The advance teams of Se-
cret Service agents, commu-
nications experts and others
that must precede a presi-
dential visit did not leave
Washington until a week
ago. Normally, they would
have been dispatched at
least two or three weeks
in advance.

When the advance teams
finish their preparations in

. Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria

(where the United States
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Little Current Repeats

Little Current, which won the Preakness with a
brilliant stretch drive on the rail, yesterday won
the Belmont Stakes in New York with a charge
through the middle for a seven-length victory, Jolly
Johu was second, beating Kentucky Derby winner
Cannonade in 2 photo finish. )
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an opportunity to explore
“ways in which we can con-
tinue our progress toward
permanent peace in that
area.”

A respected Middle East
expert not connected with
administration

course, the trip is a political
one, but it could be worth-

‘while.”

This expert said that the
trip will “underline the com-
mitments” of this country in
the area, which he regards
as essential to a peace
agreement.

He supported the Presi-
dent’s comment in the An-
ng,pghs speech that “a posi
tive American role was. in-

dispensable to achieving a

permanent settlemen
Middle East.”

“The danger is that the
President Wilﬁl,-act' as though

he has made peace in the
Middle. East,” the expert
said. “He hasn’t.”

In his Annapolis speech,'~

Mr. Nixon did not claim
peace, but he did say that it
became clear after the Octo-
ber: war to moderate Arab
leaders and to Washington
“that a positive American
role was indispensable to
achieving a permanent set-
tlement in the Middle East.”

The trip will reassert the
“positive American role”
and further commit the

A Unpited States to a continu-

iflgjeadershlp role in trying

1tin th‘“ o

dlles
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W settlement, -

. to br1ng about a permanent

has no diplomatie

representation), Israel  and

Jordan, they probably will
go directly on to the Soviet

Union to prepare for the

Summit conference to begin

June 27 in Moscow.

After the Middle .East
tour, Mr. Nixon will return
to the United States—for all

‘of five. or six days to rest,

devote himself to other
duties, and to prepare for
the Soviet trip.

Official spokesmen argue
that the Middle East tour
can be of direct tangible
benefit to the United States
and that it can promote the
cause of peace in an area
where fighting has broken
out four times since World
War II,

The officials insist that
since the United States at
last has gained the confi-
dence of both sides, the
President should do all in
his power to promote the

move toward'a solid agree. .

ment.

As the President said in
his Annapolis speech Wed.
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" nesday; the trip will afford
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d1p10maqy was»,\ -criticized -
most of all ‘in”Tsrael, and

In the effort the Pre51-
dent runs political risks at
home. So far, he has been
able to bring about rap-
prochement with Arab lead-
ers without a crisis in rela

_tions with Israel or extreme

disaffection in the Jewish

-commumty in the United

States.

But the danger signs are
everywhere. The President’s
Annapolis speech declaring
that “we cannot gear our
foreign policy to transforma-
tion of other societies”—in
other words, to requiring
the Soviet Union to permit
the emigration of Jews—
aroused deep resentments in

| ‘some parts of the country..

Kissinger’s Middle | East

Mr. Nixon could find the
coolest welcome of all in Je-
rusalem
Egyptian Pre51dent Anwar
Sadat was the chief pro-
moter of the President’s
trip, and Sadat has warmly
,embraced the United States,
lTHe, like Soviet Communist
Party leader Leonid I
Brezhnev, now is among the
President’s most ardent
boosters and regards the im-
peachment drive w1th grave
‘concern.
The President is assured

of an enthus1ast1<;§ welcome '

in Egypt, butjgthe enthusi-
asm in Israel will be much”
more controlledwand will put
to a“'severe test the Presi-
dent’s skill in diplomacy.
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