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House Judiciary Committee Chairman Peter W.
Rodino (D-N.J.) hopes for a committee vote by mid-July
on whether President Nixon should be impeached and to
get 'the issue to the House floor by the first of August.

Whether he can meet his schedule depends in good

part on a committee decision
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Many committee Republi-
cans, on the other hand, want
i to call several witnesses in
that category whose testimony
| could-consume anywhere from
one m several Weeks‘ %

The': . President’s supmortersn
espemally want to call John |
W. Dean III, the President’s
chief accuser, whose conve;rsa-
tion with M. Nixon on Marc
21, 1973, “about hush monew
and the Watergate cover-up
appears the most

grounds so far for an impedch-
ment charge. b !
| Some members undoub v
'hope that the President’s la!w
[yer, James D. St. Clair, could
‘tear Dean apart and discredit
his testlmony But they alsc
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facetnous argument. Impeach-
4 ment by the House is gener-
ally likened to indictment by a
grand jury. The issue would
then g0 to the Sesnate for trial.

/|But House members would
have to prosecute the icase in
|the Senate and would need
more than probable cause to
prove theiT case.

Rodino could prevail if the

~|issue of witnesses comes to a

committee showdown, but he
‘| nas attempted all along to
|avoid partisan splits, and
|there are gaps enough ta be
filled to justify calling some
witnesses.

The committee has asked
for, and been refused, 98 tapes
of White House conversations
lon the Watergate cover-up, 46
ltapes on dairy political contri-
v butions and 20 tapes on settle-
|ment of the antitrust suite
against International Tele-
lphone and Telegraph Corp.
|'The President has been or-
dered to respond to a sub-
poena for 45 of those Water-
gate tapes by Monday moin-
ing, but has said he would
‘turn over no more Watergate
‘material. He has given the
panel 19 Watergate tapes and
edited transcripts of 45 others.
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The most likely witness ap+
pears to be Charles W. Colison,
former counsel to the Presi-
dent who pleaded guilty to ob-
struction of justice in the
preak-in of Daniel Ellsberg’s
psychiatrist’s office and ex-
pressed a willingness to coop-
erate with prosecutors. The
Judiciary Committee staff will
interview Colson this week to
learn what he could tell the
committee.

Colson seems to be in the
middle of most of the allega-
tions the committee is study-
ing. He was identified in the
tapes and transcripts the com-
mittee has as pressing for ac-
tion on an intelligence-gather-
ing plan that resulted in the
Waterngate break-in, and as
having discussed with the
President executive clemency
for E. Howard Hunt, Jr., who

pleaded guilty.in the break-in.

Colson also was the ‘White
House contact with the dairy
industry and perhaps could
help answer the question: Did
the President order an in-
crease in dairy price supports
in exchange for a large cam-
pa1gn contribution?

The committee must also
make more decisions on St
Clair’s precise role. After the|
committee hears the staff’s ev-
idence, he is entitled to make
a response in a manner still to
be determined. He is also en-|
titled to ask that witnesses be|
called, but under tight com-
mittee control.

Six-Day Senate Week
Seen If Nixon Is Tried

United Press International

Senate Democratic Leader:
Mike Mansfield said yesterday
that if the House votes to im-|
‘peach President Nixon, he|
will put the Senate on a SiX-|
day work week to insure com-
pletion of the trial before the
end of the year. !

“As far as I'm concernedwl
I want to see it completed this |
year, one way or the other,”
Mansfield told reporters.

He said he would recom-
mend the Senate work on a
six-day basis to achieve that
goal, although he stressed it
was still uncertain whether
the House would vote to im-
peach.



