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A Nixon Dialogue

On Co-Conspirators

Washington

According to White House
transcripts, President Nixon
said ‘more than a year ago
that any administration offi-
cial named as an unindicted
co-conspirator in the Water-
gate coverup would be sus-
pended immediately.

The White House con-
firmed on Thursday that a
federal grand jury has
named the President an un-
indicted co-conspirator.

Mr. Nixon was discussing
the Watergate investigation
with assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Henry Petersen on
“April 17, 1973, when the pos-
sibility that members. of his
staff would be indicted came
up.

According to the White
House transeript of the con-
versation, Mr. Nixon asked

Petersen to explain what
was meant by unindicted
co-conspiratoer.

Petersen: That just means
that for one reason or anoth-
er we don’t want to charge
them at the time. For exam-
ple, I am indicted — you're
named as an unindicted
co-conspirator. You are just
as guilly as I am but you
are a witness — we are not
going to prosecute you.

Nixon: I need to know that
because . .. (inaudible)

Petersen: But all those
People that we name — we
propose to name only fo the
extent that we feel we can
corroborate. The only thing
we can’t afford to do isto
name, for example, John
Mitchell and then come up
six months later without
enough evidence to nail him.

Nixon: Or for that matter

{(John D.) Ehrlichman.
Petersen: That’s right.

Nixon: Or (H.R.) Halde-
man or anybody else.

Petersen: That’s right.

Nixon: In other words you
are going to put in there
people you know you can in-
dict. ‘ .

Pelersen: That’s right
Now —

Nixon: Well then I'Il (in-
audible) — I can consider
that a charge?

Petersen:' That’s right.

Nixon: That’s right — in
other words, if they’re in
that I would then say — any-
body that was an unindicted
co-conspirator would then be
immediately put on leave.
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